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SJSE  DISTHTBUnaJ 


1.  (C)  Ctoerations;  Significant  Activities* 

a.  Introduction. 

(U  Ihe  1st  Infantry  Division,  during  the  reporting  period,  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  perfozxnanoe  of  its  general  nissioas: 

(a)  In  conjunction  vdth  GW  (Gevemment  of  Vietnand  forces,  the 
identificaticn  and  destruction  of  local  Comtunlst  foroes  and  the  Cen^ 
nunist  infrastructure  (VCI)  in  order  to  provide  a  secure  eivironment 
to  further  G/N  authority  awe  the  area  and  people. 

(b)  Destruction  of  main  force  NVA  (North  Vietnamese  Any)  uiits, 
equipment  and  base  canps. 

(c)  Assistance  in  the  training  and  ijiproveniEnt  of  GW  forces. 

(d)  Oveivwtch  of  the  Tactical  Area  of  Interest  (TflOE) . 

(e)  Area  piqparaticn  (construction  and  destruction) . 

(2)  VHthin  the  overall  frameMcdc  of  these  general  missions,  the 
principal  ndssions  for  the  reporting  period  have  been  tot 

(a)  Target  against  Base  Areas  355  and  356  in  the  Trapezoid  and 
Michelin  areas,  and  Base  Area  359  in  the  Catcher's  Nitt  and  War  Zone  D. 

(b)  Detect  and  destroy  eneay^  forces  approaching  Saigon  throujh 
Iron  Triangle  -  Fhu  Qxxig  DL  An  *  Ten  <Vcn  Zone. 

(c)  Within  the  TAOI,  coordinate  the  security  of  key  bridges  and 
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installations,  and  respond  to  Ocnrunist/tJVA  attacks  against  Allied 
instellaticns cen^  and  headquarters. 

(d)  Support  the  Govemroent  of  Vietnam  hcvoluticnary  D^elqxwjnt 
Program  b\'  conducting  militarv  operatims  with^  the  T^I  in  coordina¬ 
tion  with  and  in  sup^rt  of  the  5th  I'JfM  Division,  Capital  Mlittiry 
District  and  respective  provinces. 

(e)  Maintadn  security  of  major  lines  of  ooniTunicaticns  wittin 
the  TWL  (rlw  13  -  Rt  Iron;  314  and  15  -  Rt  load;  Bry  7B,  2A  and 
lA  -  Rt  Zinc;  and  the  Saigon  hv-pass) . 

(rj  In  coordinaticn  with  the  25th  Infantiy  Division,  and  the  5^ 
and  25th  AFWN  Divisions,-  ocnduct  attrition  cpfjrhtiofts  ogaimt  Ccmcrast 
Sub-Region  1  (SR*1)  • 

(q)  Contiiuie  inplementation  of  "Vietnamizaticn"  throu^  tperj^axs 
with  the  5th  ARWN  Division  and  other  G\N  military  forces  in  the  TfOI 
under  the  Dong  Tien  or  "Progress  Together"  Program, 

(3)  Based  on  oarmand  guidance,  &eperienae  factors  and  the  ch.^ginj 
tacticed  environment,  the  following  ^>eraticnal  trends  vAsro  prevalent 
during  the  r^)orting  period, 

(a)  Increased  entiicssis  on  nicht  axjratiais. 

(b)  Maintaining  contact. 

(c)  Small  unit  cporaticns, 

(d)  "Pile-on"  tactics. 

(e)  Village/harolet  seal  and  search  operaxicns. 

(f)  Rallier/PW  interrogation  and  exploitation, 

(g)  Increased  centralization  of  divisional  assets. 

(h)  Joint  OS/APVN/RF  operations  at  battalion,  oOTpacqr  and  platoon 
level. 


b.  Personnel  and  administration 
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(1)  Personnel  atxengtht 


OFF 

22 

Ago 

Authorized  1  Aug  69 

1082 

192 

16022 

17296 

Authorized  31  Oct  69 

1077 

192 

16008 

17277 

Assigned  1  Aug  69 

1146 

186 

16829 

18161 

Assigned  31  Oct  69 

1150 

183 

16097 

17430 

(2)  Enlisted  gains,  qualification  and  status: 

(a)  I^laoenents  zeoeived:  3811 

(b)  Outstanding  requisitions:  Sr  £nl  Gradas:  00£40  (2) ,  05C40 

(11  ,  11B40  (27)  ,  11C40  (12) ,  11D40  (1) ,  11D50  (1)  ,  11E40  (3) ,  11E50  (2) 
11F40  (5) ,  12B40  (2) ,  12C40  (2) ,  12Z50  (1) ,  13B40  (3) ,  31G50  (3) , 

31250  (1),  55250  (1),  63250  (6),  67N40  (2),  67250  (1),  71H40  (1), 

73H50  (2),  74D40  (1),  76Q40  (1),  76S40  (1),  76250  (  2),  82C40  (1), 

93F40  (1) ,  96B50  (1) ;  E»  and  below:  (Aug  204,  Sep  451,  Oct  326)  due  to 

shortfall  total:  981. 


(0 

(d) 

(3) 

(a) 

(b) 
(d 


Credits:  None 
Ou^dlflcatlQns:  None 

Officer  gains,  qcudlficatlons  and  status: 
Replaoanents  received:  489 
Outstanding  xequlsltlcns:  0 


Credits:  Am^le  r^lacEnents  were  zeoeived  for  losses;  however 
a  Portage  of  taptains  still  exists  in  oonbat  arms,  particularly  Infan¬ 
try. 


(d)  qualifications  and  status:  Lieutenant  fill  is  being  received 
for  requested  captain  requireraents  in  oatbat  ams. 

(4)  Enlisted  losses:  A^ininistrative  losses  during  the  period 
include  reassignment  within  FMi,  rotaticn  artd  ETS,  and  board  actions: 

(a)  Reassignments  within  FNN:  458 
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(b)  RotatioT  and  FK;  3590 

(5)  Officers  and  Harrant  officers  losses;  ibere  were  417  losses 
during  the  quarter  due  to  reassignncnts  within  Vietnam,  rotations  and 
ETS. 


(6)  Losses  due  to  casualties  wore  as  tollows; 


(7) 


iiug 

OFF 

■JO 

E!1 

AGG 

■■■ 

XIA 

2 

0 

31 

33 

TJEA 

27 

3 

27G 

306 

MA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

1 

2 

5 

8 

mi 

5 

1 

37 

43 

3ep 

KIA 

2 

0 

37 

39 

IHA 

13 

3 

280 

296 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MDD 

0 

0 

10 

10 

NEM 

3 

0 

17 

20 

Oct 

XIA 

0 

0 

23 

13 

WIA 

9 

0 

96 

105 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBD 

0 

0 

5 

5 

NBM 

1 

1 

35 

37 

Ifeintenanoe  of  Morale;  iwards  and  decorations 


Medal  c£  Honor  0 
Distinguished  Service  Cross  1 
Distinguished  Service  Medal  1 
Silver’ Star  179 
Soldier's  Medal  22 
Bronze^  Star  Medal  -  Valor  921 
Bronze  Star  Medal  -  Merit  2521 
Arity  ConroendatLon  Medal  -  Valor  506 
Aaty  CoiEtendaticn  Medal  -  Merit  3327 
LegLcn  of  Merit  7 
QLstinguished  Flying  Crass  -  Valor  65 
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Distinguished  Flying  Cross  -  Achieveroant  20 
Air  Medal  -  Valor  130 

Purple  Heart  805 

Air  Medal  •*  Adilewaaent  j398 

Oertificata  of  Achievenent  30 

(8)  Personnel  inanagementt 

(a)  Infiislon:  Durir^  the  period  1  Aug  -  31  Oct  69,  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  was  not  i^vDl^^  In  ety  infusim  program, 

(b)  Evaluationt  Due  to  the  reduction  of  troq;>  strength  in  FM4, 
replaocments  in  the  last  quarter  were  mostly  those  holding  11  series 
F(i06.  Ihis  has  greatly  reduced  the  input  of  EM  in  sif>port  PICS,  Utll- 
izaticn  and  cross  training  in  conjunction  wiiii  AR  61X-201  and  AP.  600-200 
should  be  acoonplished  to  alleviate  the  anticipated  ahortages  in  support 
MOS, 

c.  Operations , 

(1)  General: 

(a)  The  1st  Infantry  Division  oontinued  its  participeitlon  in  Cperar 
ticn  To2in  Thang  ("Conplete  Victory") ,  Phase  III,  which  began  ai  17  Peb 
69  end  ended  at  the  close  of  this  reporting  period.  All  organic  units 
and  those  under  the  operaticnal  control  (okltl)  of  the  division  were 
involved.  General  objectives  were  to  maintain  the  offensive-oriented 
protective  "unbrella”  in  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  Divisicn 
TAOI ,  conduct  a  vigorous  padficatian  and  security  canpaign  in  the  aeanr 
tral  and  southern  TAOI,  and  icplaoent  prograas  to  upgraSe  local  ARUN 

and  O/M  military  units. 

(b)  Spedfic  cbjectlves  include  deiying  enecy  bese  area  utiliza- 
ticn,  interdicting  Oomunist/MVA  InfiltRtticn  activities,  disztpting 
enery  logisticad  operations,  esposing  5th  AFM)  Divisicn  vaaits  to  exten¬ 
sive  field  eperatiens,  esnd  winnixg  support  for  the  GVN  from  the  local 
population.  Battlefield  eperatiens  consisted  of  both  unilateral 

joint  (US-ARW-FF)  ground  reoennaissanae,  ni^t  enbusb,  route  securi- 
tjTt  PT/CP  (peychologlcal  cpuatlons)  and  seaixh  and  seal  operations. 

In  addition,  extensive  operations  in  CGnjuBu:ticn  with  riverine  forces 
have  been  conducted  along  the  Saigon,  Thi  Tihh  and  Song  Be  Rivers  to 
interdict  eneny  traffic  along  and  CKner  these  natural  hichMEys.  Finally, 
in  the  padficzstlcn  canpaign,  strong  civic  action  (CIVA2)  PS^ 
prograas  hove  been  oonfalned  with  increased  efforts  to  pr^de  militaxy 
security  for  the  civilian  population. 
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(2)  Force  dispoBiticn: 

(a)  rxiring  the  reporting  neriod,  four  significant  boundary  dicnges 
resulted  in  major  adjustments  in  division  force  disposition.  On  8  Aug 
69 ,  GW  forces  assumed  resncnsibility  for  northern  Gia  Dinh  Province 

{■niu  ^  .District)  in  the  southern  poarticn  of  the  TiDI,  and  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  took  over  the  Phu  Hoa  area.  In  October,  the  3d  Brigade,  82d 
Airborne  Division,  baporcxrily  assuned  control  of  the  Phu  Hoa  -  Iron 
Triangle  -  Phu  Loi  area,  also  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  T^DI.  These 
changes,  coupled  .^^ith  the  increasing  ocnbat  activity  of  the  7tii  Regimtnt, 

5th  AIWN  Division,  enabledthe  1st  Infantry  Division  to  slowly  Increase 
its  force  density  in  the  north. 

(b)  Fran  12  Aug  to  22  Sep  69,  tiie  Ist  Infantry  Ei vision  assuned 
ten^raiy  respcns^ility  for  convoy  security  eilcng  Route  13,  17  km  nortii 
of  its  old  AD.  Finally,  on  7  Sep  69,  the  ^vision's  AD  was  ewcsnded 

to  the  north  and  northwest  of  the  Michelin  Ribber  Plantation.  'Thus,  by 
the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  the  division  had  taken  advantage  of  tiie 
reduced  eneny  activity  in  die  southern  and  central  T/iDI  to  increase  the 
amount  of  key  territocty  under  direct  GVN  control.  At  tite  sane  tine,  it 
had  moved  its  forces  north  and  broadiined  its  unbrella  over  the  populated 
areas  of  Binh  Ducng  Province. 

(c)  Uitil  12  Aug  69,  the  Ist  Brigade  erplcycd  one  medicaiiaied  bat¬ 
talion  in  the  ItLAelin  Plantation  and  one  infantry'  battalion  in  tie 
northern  Trapezoid.  On  1?  Aug  69,  the  brigade  eapanded  its  K)  south  to 
permit  the  3d  Brigade  to  move  its  center  of  activity  north  along  Route 
13.  In  conjunction  with  this  AD  •.reorganization,  the  1st  Brigade  relin- 
^shed  its  mechanized  battalion  to  the  3d  Briga^,  but  picked  vp  two 
US  and  two  AFWN  (Dong  Tien)  infantry  battaOiens  operating  in  the  Trape¬ 
zoid.  vhen  the  3d  B^gade's  additional  northem  responsibilities  were 
tezmixiated,  the  mechanized  battalion  was  returned  to  the  1st  Brigade. 

In  turn,  one  US  and  one  APVN  infantry  battailicn  were  turned  baick  to  the 
3d  Brigade.  Thus ,  daring  the  latter  half  of  the  reporting  period,  the 
1st  Brigade  enplcyed  one  infantry  battalion  in  the  Fliohelin  Plantation, 
and  cne  nEchaauzod  battalion,  and  one  US  and  one  AWN  infantry  battalion 
in  the  Trapezoid.  As  in  the  previous  period,  tlie  1st  Brigade  oaiducted 
offensive  operations  in  these  areas  to  detect  and  destroy  Cknitunist/ 

NVA  forces  and  caches,  extensive  anbush  eperatiens  to  interdict  enaiy 
infiltration  and  logistical  operatiois,  oenbined  Dong  Tion  operations 
with  the  8th  ARW  Regiment. 

(d)  Initially,  the  2d  Brigade  was  eperating  in  tlie  populated,  liouth- 
em  portion  of  the  TAOI  with  four  battalions  (three  infantry  and  one 
mechanized) .  In  i^ogust  and  S^tenfoer  two  of  these  batteiliais  (one 
infantry  and  one  mechanized)  were  transferred  north.  Currently,  the 

6 

CONFIDENTIAL 


COHFiDENTiAL 


A\^-T-^HD  1  Docember  1969 

SUBJECl’:  Operationed  Import  of  1st  Infantry  Ci vision  for  Period 
Ending  31  Octcbor  1969,  iXS  CSPOR-bS  {R2)  (U) 

2d  Brigade  secures  the  southern  porticn  of  the  TflDI  witii  two  Infantry 
battalicns  whose  cperaticns  are  closely  coordinated  with  the  3d  Jcigade,  82<3 
Aiii>uzne,  and  .the  7th  negunent.  In  additicn,  the  Brigade  inaintedns 
a  forward  attack  bgse  in  the  Catcher's  Mtt  (FSB  "Florida'')  to  keep  the 
eneny  off  balance.  In  general ,  tixe  object! of  the  2d  Brigade  have 
been  support  of  die  intensified  pacLficaticn  orogram  throu^  pcpulatLon 
and  resources  control  cperaticns  in  coordination  with  local  ARVN/GWJ 
forces,  the  interdicticn  of  aieny  infiltration  and  logistical  cperaticns, 
and  the  neutralization  of  local  VCI. 

(e)  m  early  iVugust,  the  3d  Brigade  enplcyed  six  battalicns  (three 
US  and  2  AFWN  Dong  Tien  infantry  batt^cns  and  one  armored  cavalry 
aquaclr»n)  in  the  vicinity  of  Route  13  (north  -^nd  south  of  Lai  Klie) , 

An  Di.en  and  Qianh  Luu,  and  in  die  Trapezoid.  Then,  from  12  Aug  to  22 

69,  the  bri'^ade  aiplcyed  throe  battalicns  (one  infantry  and  one 
medianized  battalion,  and  one  armored  cavalry  sciuadron)  along  Hicfw^ 

13  from  Lai  Khe  to  appraximately  16  kin  nordi  of  Gicn  Tharh.  Following 
tliis  cperation,  the  3d  Brigade's  center  of  activity  returned  to  Lai 
Khe.  FOr  the  ranainder  of  the  ri^rting  period,  the  "brigade  enployed 
three  infantry  battalicns  (two  US  and  cue  ATWN  Dong  Tien  battalion) 
northwest  of  Lai  Khe,  and  cue  infantry  and  one  mechanized  battalion  in 
the  Song  Be  Corridor  against  the  Deng  Nai  Bsgt,  During  these  opera¬ 
tions  the  nissiors  of  the  brigade  have  been  to  detect  and  <3estrqy 
Camunist/NVA  forces  and  caches,  interdict  enemy  infiltration  and  logis¬ 
tical  operations,  conduct  erwtoined  "Dong  Tien"  operations  with  the  8th 
AWN  Rs^  and  secure  emveys  along  Route  13. 

(f)  From  7  Aug  to  20  Sep  69,  one  mechanized  infantry  battalion,  one 
anno:^  cavalry  treep  and  one  artiller/  battery  viere  CPCCN  to  the  1st 
Cavalry  Division  (Air  MsSiile)  and  operated  around  taie  Quan  Loi  -  An 

Loc  area. 

(g)  From  7  Sep  to  10  Oert;  69,  two  troeps  fran  the  Uth  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  (E/2-11  and  F/2-1D  were  OPOTI  to  the  2d  Brigade, 

1st  Infantry  Divisiai,  Ihese  units  rvanained.  at  Di  .’to  Bade  Caip  wltLle 
being  equipped  with  tiie  new  Sheridan  tan):,  and  participated  only  in 
local  security  operations. 

(h)  One  battalion  (1-5C 1)  of  the  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  nivisicn, 
was  0P<IN  to  the  2d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division,  froa  10  Sep  to  1 
Oct  69.  The  battalion  ocnducted  ground  recennaissanoe,  ni^t  anbush, 
and  search  and  seal  operations  duri  ng  tliat  period.  By  the  sid  of 
September,  the  rest  of  the  airborne  brigade  had  arri\^  and  assumed 
responsibility  for  the  Phu  Hoa  -  Iron  Triangle  -  Fhu  Lbi  area,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  one  battalion  of  the  7th  AFWI  Regt.  The  brigade  is 
scheduled  to  leat^  Vietnam  sonetome  in  Nevertaer  1969. 
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(i)  Cn  2i  vSep  69,  the  division  arrored  cavalry  squadron  (1st  Squad¬ 
ron,  4th  Cavalry  Regiinent)  .was  placed  under  direct  divisional  control 
and  given  its  cwn  AD  west  of  Ren  Cat, 

{ j)  Raring  the  reporting  period  the  division  was  assisted  by  the 
531st,  571st  and  593d  (K  Navy  River  Divisions  (Patrol  Boat  Riverine) 
and  the  24th  South  Vietneroese  River  Assault  Grocp  (RAG) .  Ihese  naval 
forces  have  worked  extensively  vrith  1st  Infantry  Division  elements  to 
inteixiict  enemy  traffic  cn  the  Saigon  and  Ihi  Tinh  Rivers. 

(k)  Inclosure  3  provides  a  detailed  description  of  forxae  disposi¬ 
tion  by  battalion^size  units. 

(3)  C^ration  Toan  Bicjng,  Phase  III. 

(a)  The  oonoentraticn  of  divisional  air  and  artilleiy  assets  in 
support  of  extensive  sraajl  unit  operations  along  historic^  eneny  infil¬ 
tration  routes  and  base  etreas  has  prevented  the  enemy  from  making  aiiy 
significant  penetration  into  the  populated  southern  portions  of  tlie 

TADI,  Faced  by  more  effective  ARMH  and  GWJ  nulitajy  forces,  and  con¬ 
tinuous  pressure  fron  the.  1st  Infantry  Division,  eneny  units  have  remained 
in  remote  areas  and  have  continued  to  operate  in  increasingly  smaller 
groups  to  avoid  detection.  The  division  hes  maintained  its  network  of 
interlocking  fire  support  bases  {F5B)  and  further  centra li  zed  its  other 
support  assets  in  order  tp  ennlcy  them  more  effectively  and  efficiently. 

At  the  same  tdree,  small  unit  grebri  xeconnaissance  and  ni^t  embushes 
have  continued  to  be  erphasized.  Units  of  the  5th  AFWN  Division  and 
local  regional  end  papular  fcaroes  (RF/^r)  have  been  successfully  aicour- 
aged  to  paxrticipate  in  these  small  scale  eperatiens  resulting  in  an  ev'en 
stronger  Allied  force  dersitv  in  critiCcil  areas. 

(b)  Under  this  protective  cover,  the  pucificaticn  ceitpaign  has 
preceedad  repidly  in  the  populated  regions  of  the  central  and  southern 

TACT .  Increased  security  has  meant  an  increase  in  both  eocncmLc  growth 
and  respect  for  the  government  of  South  Vietnam.  At  the  same  time, 
the  1st  Infantry  Division,  5th  ATW  Division  and  Binh  Duong  Province 
forces  have  increesed  their  efforts  against  the  d-nndling  Vd  netwook 
and  Oennunist  local  force  units  throu^  systematic  seal  and  search  oper¬ 
ations,  oentralizaticn  and  coordination  of  intelligence  data,  rapid 

PW  and  ralUer  exploiriiticn,  and  the  ext^ive  use  of  Mobile  Resource  Con¬ 
trol  Teams. 

(c)  Knom  eneny  units  within. the  Division  TADI  have  desperately 
tried  to  ewoid  cxntacjt  and  have  often  devoted  their  entire  effcarts  to 
food,  e^pment  and  personnel  resupply.  Resupply  lias  becoroa  their 
major  mission.  In  order  to  conserve  existing  forcje  levels,  tlie  eneny 
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has  abstained  from  large-scale  attaches  against  Allied  installations.  Oonbat 
c|>e£aticn8  have  genei^ally  been  liraLted  to  small  xaiit  aaffex:  attacks  and 
stand-off  attacks  by  mortar  and  rocket  fixe. 

(d)  The  one  eneny  hi^fi-point  occurred  the  11-14  Aug  69.  This  took  the 
fooB  o£  nvBnerouB  attadcs  by  fire  against  Allied  bases  and  atteepts  to  in¬ 
terdict  the  line  of  ocnnunicatlons  between  Lai  Khe  and  An  Lo;.  The  hl^- 
podnt  was  followed  by  a  period  of  increased  eneny  contacts  irarking  the  NVA 
hattnn  dffensive.  Due  to  the  enemy's  limited  ability  to  sustain  extended 
cperatLons  and  his  daeire  to  avoid  seivere  losses,  th»e  attacks  gradirlly 
^ndled.  Since  that  time,  .the  discovery  of  nunerous  arms  caches  by  1st 
Infantry  and  5th  ARW)  Dlvlsicn  units,  plus  the  continuous  intempilen  of 
enemy  xeavpply  and  r^laoeinent  activities  has  made  it  increasingly  difficult 
for  tlie  enemy  to  conduct  e/en  normal  non-coibat  eperatiens. 

(e)  At  this  tine,  intelUgenoe  reports  indicate  that  another  Communist 
hic^  point  occur  in  NoMember  1969.  However,  due  to  logistioal  problems, 
it  is  dc(it)tful  that  the  enety  can  launch  aiy  significant  attacks  in  the  1st 
Infantry  Division's  Tf£SL  for  some  time. 

(f)  In  June  69,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  established  a  "floating 
boundary"  tystem  al^  its  Saigon  River  boundary  with  the  25t!i  Infantry 
Division.  The  boundary  was  di^ded  into  segments  approodmately  1,000  meters 
on  either  aide  of  the  river.  With  sufficient  advance  notice,  eadi  side 
ooiild  request  pezmissicn  to  operate  in  these  segments.  The  s^rstem  has  allowed 
units  fron  one  division  to  opiate  extensively  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
when  units  of  the  otiier  division  are  elsewhere.  Becciuse  of  the  systemi's 
success,  CXI,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  ordered  the  1st  Infantry  Division  to 
eistcbHsh  similar  float^  boundaries  with  the  adjacent  1st  Cavalry 
Division  (AM) ,  and  the  199th  li^t  Infantry  Brigai^.  This  was  ocmpleted  by 

1  Sep  69. 

(4)  Operation  "Strangle/ 

(a)  Operaticn  Strangle  began  on  21  Jul  69  in  western  Binh  Duong  Province 
with  the  objective  of  neutralizing  enemy  forces  of  SvtrRegicn  1  (SR-D 
operating  in  the  iron  Triangte  and  the  Trapezoid.  Partic^ating  units  in- 
eJuded  the  2-28,  1-28  and  2-16  Infantry  Battalicns,  the  2-2  Mechanized 
Infantry  Battalion,  1-4  Cavalry,  B/2-34  Armor  (the  division  tank  oempary) , 
elements  of  the  8th  ARWI  Rsgt,  and  IS  and  Vietnamese  naval  forces.  Their 
main  missions  were  .interdictl^  replaoemoit  aond  zesvpply  routes,  and 
destreying. enemy  base  camps.  Mded  by  extensive  Bemie  plow  oper^ons  in  the 
Trapezoid  and  divisional  air  assets,  the  attrition  of  enemy  units  has 
proceeded  successfully.  Intelligenoe  r^xrrts  now  indicate  that  for  the 
first  time  the  enemy  has  been  forced  to  import  food  and  military  svpplies 
across  the  Saigon  River  from  the  west  and  southwest.  Vt\en.  the  eperation 
ended  on  21  69,  414  aiemy  had  been  eliminated  (365  KIA,  35  PW  and  14 

ralliexs) . 
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(b)  SR-1  itself  is  a  larger  area  which  also  extends  deeply  into  the 
PD  of  tlia  edjacent  25th  Inf  Div.  Ihus  since  early  AogrJst,  the  1st  Infantry 
Edvisicn  and  II  Field  Force  VLetnan  ht^e  apcRSored  a  series'of -GR-l 
ocnferenoes  designed  to  facilitate  tlie  exchange  of  intelligenoe  inforraaticn 
between  cxnoemed  IWMAF  (Free  World  Military  Assistance  Farosa)  md  (WN 
forces.  To  date,  ei^t  such  ocnferenoes  have  been  held  and  attended  by 
rq^^antativea  of  II  ^eld  Faroe  Vietnam,  the  1st  and  25th  Infantry 
Divisicns,  the  5th  and  25th  AFWI  Divisions,  and  US-AIWJ  Saigcn  River  naval 
foroes.  Thus,  though  Operation  Strangle  h^  officia?ly  end^,  its  ocna$)t 
and  objectives  have  now  been  expanded  and  applied  to  the  entire  eneny  siib- 
regicn. 

(5)  Operaticn  "Daivger  Forward*"’ Phase  I. 

(a)  Operaticn  Danger  Forward  (Phase  I)  began  cn  21  Sep  69  with  all  1st 
Infantry  Division  elements  and  GPOCN  units  of  l-505th  Airborne  Infantry 
Battalion.  This  operaticn  will  continue  during  the  autum  and  winter  of 
1969  with  the  threefold  mission  of  conducting  offensive  operations  to 
neutralize  Ccranonist  foroes  in  the  division's  TP£SLf  vpgrading  and  encourag¬ 
ing  more  efficient  enplcymait  of  AFWI/(5^  forces,  and  maintaining  overwatch 
of  the  pacification  program  throu^xjut  the  area  ccnoemed.  The  1st  and  3d 
Brigades  with  the  8th  AFNN  Regiment  will  operate  against  SR-1  in  northern 
Binh  Duong  Province  and  against  the  Deng  Mai  Regiment,  east  of  Route  13. 

The  2d  Brigade,  together  with  the  7th  ATRH  Regiment,  will  operate  against 
the  K-1  Battalion,  Deng  Nai  Regiment,  and  the  2d  Qiyet  Thang  Battalion. 

(b)  Oojio^t  and  techniques :  The  overall  ndssicn  of  Cperaticxi  Danger 
Forw^  is  to  target  and  to  destroy  specific  eneny  units,  Foroes  and  patterns 
of  operation  v/ill  be  tailored  to  inflict  maximum  damage  on  eneny  forces. 
DiviPicn  forces  will  not  be  uniformly  dispersed  throu^ewt  the  TACR;  force 
density  will  be  varied  to  focus  cn  the  ma^n  eneny  ocncentraticns,  Ihrough 
continuous  intelligenoe  analyses  of  activities  dispositions,  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  will  responsively  adjust  its  operations  to  ej^>lcit  aieny 
vulnerabilities  at  various  levels  of  activity.  Danger  Forward  consists  of 
five  types  of  operations;  Strike  Danger,  Dononate  Danger,  Destroy  Danger, 

Sky  Swi^,  and  Hawk  Hunter.  The  technique  of  these  types  differ  in  teme: 

of  irissicn,  size  of  maneuver  elements,  and  use  c«f  airlift, 

(c)  Strike  Danger;  In  areas  of  enory  troop  oonoentratiens ,  di vision 
foroas  conduct  Strike  Danger  eperatiens  to  destroy  these  foroes.  The 
ndssicn  is  to  destroy  main  force  units,  not  to  control  a  specific  geographicaj 
area.  These  operations  are  characterized  by  ccnpaiy-size  maneuver  foroes 
operating  within  the  lOSnm  fire  fan  of  a  mobile  artillery’'  position.  Three 
ocepanies  conduct  ground  reoennaissanoe  and  anbush  operations  fxxm  this 
position,  vAiich  is  secaired  by  the  fourth  c-itpaiy  vhidi  may  conduct  local 
ground  reoennaissanoe  and  anbxishes.  Each  Q-npary  operates  for  approodmately 
Sujee  days  in  the  field  and  secures  the  artillery  position  for  one  day, 
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StrUce  Danger  provides  a  hic(h  offensive  snd  mcbile  reoca'inaissanoe  capability 
while  affording  maxlnum  security  for  the  infantry  elenents.  'Ihe  Dwg  Tien 
pcograPQ  during  Strike  Danger  ainB  at  upgrading  the  offensive  capability  of 
WWa  batteUona  and  oonpanies.  Throng  octrbined  cperaticns,  ARW  vmits 
gain  experienoe  in  ocnbating  main  force  units  and  in  ecrp.lcylng  fire  suftKart, 
Although  these  cperaticns  do  not  Include  pacdficaticn  as  a  primary  inissicn, 
Strike  Danger  ccnpUments  pacLficatioii  by  denying  enesry  acoesa  to  populated 
areas. 

(d)  Dcndnate  Danger:  Cnoe  main  force  units  are  destrcyed  or  dispersed, 

the  diviflicn  thai  ochducts  Dcndnate  Danger  cperaticns  to  eliminate  eneny 
rennants.  Ihe  itdssicn  in  this  type  of  operaticn  is  to  exercise  control  over 
a  specific  geogr^Jhical  area  and  deny  its  use  to  the  enaoy.  A  ocnpany  or 
ooipanies  operate  frcm  a  mcbile  artillery  ^iticr.,  The  ocapaiy  (-) 

ocnducts  platocn-siae  patrols  in  the  vicinity  of  the  artillery  positim. 

Ihe  other  oonpanies  of  the  battalion  operate  frcm  patrol  bases  each  within 

IflSnin  fire  fan  of  the  airtillery  pcsiticn.  The  positions  of  these  patrol 
bases  will  be  changed  often.  The  cotpanies  cperate  epproximately  cn  a  21 
day  cycle:  ,  for  exanple,  18  days  in  ground  reocnnaissahce  cperaticns  and 
three  days  cn  stand-down  at  a  base  cenp.  This  technique  provides  the  greatest 
amount  of  area  dcndnaticn  with  a  given  foroe  and  prcpo^cn 

of  foroas  oomnitted  to  terrain  control  missicns.  The  Deng  Tien  program, 
for  this  phase  includes  ootbined  cps  with  RP/TP  as  well  as  AFM*  taiits, 
grading  RP/PF  assimes  inportanoe  in  increasing  the  secxirity  capchility  of 
these  forces  with  respect  to  the  populated  areas  around  which  Dcndnate  Danger 
cperaticns  are  being  ccnducted.  Together  with  lew  cosb-hi^  impact  pacifica¬ 
tion  projects,  these  efforts  are  designed  to  prevent  Cfcnnunist/lJVA  elements 
fron  acquiring  svpport  frcm  local  hamlets  and  villages. 

(e)  Destroy  Danger:  As  RF/PF  begin  to  assiane  responsibility  for 
securing  the  pointed  areas,  the  division  ccnducts  Destrey  Dejnger  cperaticns. 
The  nissicn  of  forces  involved  in  this  piiase  is  to  find  ,  threu^  aggressive 
ncbile  patrolling,  and  elindnate  the  rermants  of  eneny  that  may  remain  or 
infiltrate  after  Dcndnate  Danger  cperaticns.  This  techraxjuB  is  characterized 
by  numerous  platoon  and  scraad-size  patrols  eperating  witheut  ary  fixed  bases 
but  within  a  ISSim  fan,  -hese  forces  may  be  airlifted  into  pcsiticn  and 
cperate  cn  sjproximateiy  a  12  de^  cycle;  for  exanple,  10  days  of  patrolling 
and  two  days  stand-dam  at  a  base  cenp.  These  cperaticns  shculd  be  enplcyed 
in  situations  where  the  eneny  lacks  a  significant  offensive  capability.  The 
Deng  Tien  program  capiteilizes  xxpcci  the  ABRW,^-PF  ability  to  discover  eneny 
cache  sites  and  to  eliminate  the  eneny  infrastructure.  Pacification  focuses 
cn  upgrading  hamlets  and  preventing  scattered  Oomunist  elenents  from  dis- 
rvpting  hamlet  security. 

If)  Slla^  When  RF/PP  assur.o  the  major  respon^ility  for  securing 

populated  areas,  the  division  conducts  SKy  Sweep  operations.  Althou^  the 
eneny  retains  the  capability  of  engaging  in  limited  attacks  and  iii‘ncts  of 
terrorism,  ARW/RP-PF  hove  the  resources  and  the  popular  svpport  to  insure 
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ovt-rall  security  of  the  c\rea.  The  mission  of  these  cperaticns  is  to 
provide  additional  a;?sets  on  an  "as  needed"  basis  in  order  to  bolster 
All'v'i'J/GVM  caifidence  in  tlieir  own  capabilities.  The  division  provides  air¬ 
lift  and  -  lall  troop  units  to  assist  ARWJ/RF-PF  in  their  efforts.  In  these 
cperati  'p  ,  platoon-size  elements  may  operate  with  cne-half  lift  ccrtpanies. 

One  platoon  is  moved  by  helicopter  while  the  other  checks  out  target  locations 
and  makes  a  shew  of  force  in  the  area.  Pespensibility  for  pacification  is 
transferred  to  AFVN/GVN  authorities,  with  US  forces  assuming  an  overwatch 
role. 

(g)  Hawk  Hunter;  When  rf/pf  assume  responsibility  for  security  of  an 
area,  relieving  MVN  for  enpicyraent  in  less  3tt±)ilized  areas,  tlie  division 
ccndLicts  Havk  Hunter  cporaticns.  The  mission  is  to  show  continued  US 
interest  in  an  area  with  econoty  of  force  eperations .  In  these  operations , 
G(^ad-size  elanents  conduct  multiple  insertions  with  short  term  reconnainsance 
missions  in  coordination  with  RF/FF.  Dong  Tien  is  conducted  throu^  the 
provision  of  airlift  and  MTT  to  increase  RF/PF  c^abilities. 

(h)  All  five  of  the  above  operations  may  be  in  action  sinailtaneously  in 
different  locaticns  of  tlie  TADI.  Furthermore,  in  is  envisioned  that,  as 
■the  enary  moves  out  of  1st  Infantry  Divisicsn  TAOR,  the  division  will  eapand 
its  area  of  operation  to  the  north  to  maintain  contact  with  eneny  units. 

IXiring  this  "roll  rp"  to  the  north,  responsibility  for  •the  stci)ilized  areas 
will  be  -transferred  to  iWiVGVN  forces. 

(i)  Division  cavalry  squadron:  In  all  of  -the  teciiniques  of  Danger 
Forward,  the  cavalry  squadron  plays  a  major  role.  It  is  the  division's  ground 
mobile  strike  force.  Because  of  its  mebility,  firepewer  and  shoc3c  acticn, 
the  squadron  can  conduct  offensive  operations  against  main  force  units, 
reinforce  the  contacts  of  other  maneuver  elements  of  the  division,  and  con¬ 
duct  eccncny  of  farce  operations .  The  cavalry  squadron  will  normally 
eperatfi  under  division  control  throu^out  -the  division  TW3R. 

(j)  As  of  31  Oct  69,  the  cuirulative  results  of  US/ATON  Danger  Forward 
cperaticns  were  598  eneny  KIA,  47  PWs  and  41  ralliers. 

(6)  Cperaticn  "Thunder  Run"; 

(a)  Due  ■to  an  increase  in  enary  activity  in  northern  Binh  Long  Province, 
Coeraticn  Thunder  Ron  was  initiated  on  12  Aug  69 .  While  the  1st  Cavalry,. Di-yL- 
sxon  (AT^  countered  a  northern  eneny  threat,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  assun^ 
an  additional  17  km  section  of  Route  13  named  AD  "Red  Ball".  The  tatporary 
AD  encotpassed  an  area  approximately  10  Jon  east  arid  west  of  Itoute  13,  tbe 
main  simply  route  (MSR)  to  Ist  Cav  Div  elements  based  at  Quan  Loi,  An  Loc 

and  Loc  Ninh. 

(b)  Dnnediately,  elanents  of  the  2-2  Inf  (Mech)  and  the  1-4  Cavalry 
provided  route  and  convey  security  from  Lai  Khe  to  a  point  apprcximately  38  km 
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north.  The  nain  acticns  occurred  above  Chen  Tharih  (Xr765615)  and  FSB 
Ihunder  III  (Xir772656)  in  AO  Red  Bedl.  Here  units  of  the  2-2  Mech 
entpoeted  the  road  while  daily  convoys  rolled  bade  ai>d  forth  escorted  by 
elements  of  the  1-4  Cavalry.  EOr  over  one  nonth  these  units  guarded  the 
road  and  destroyed  repeated  battallcn-size  anbushes  of  the  NVA  lOlst 
Iteginent. 

(c)  Cii  12^30  Aug  69,  the  K-8  Battalion,  101st  Reghnent,  atbenpted  to 
ciibush  the  Devil  Rm  convey  at  XP766745.  Ihunder  III  was  norteused,  road 
culverts  at  both  ends  of  the  eirbush  were  blown,  and  a  section  of  the  . 
convoy  was  taken  under  fire  by  rodoet  pibpelled  grenades  (FPG)  as  well  as 
automatic  and  small  arms  (Nii/SfO  fire.  C/2-2  Mech  outposted  along  the 
Rate  plo//  cuts  vMch  extend  200-300  meters  on  either  side  of  the  road  piled 
on  the  avhush  force  before  aty  damage  to  the  octivey  could  be  daie.  While 
C/2-2  and  cenvoy  escort  forces  from  the  1-4  Cav  and  11th  ACR  poured  direc± 
fire  on  the  eneuy,  artillery  and  air  strikes  were  oiplcyed.  A  svtosequent 
swe^  ojf  the  area  revealed  54  eneny  dead;  in  addition,  two  IW,  several 
AK-47 ,  FPG  and  It*G  rounds ,  and  a  quantity  of  ernunition  and  docunents  were 
cultured.  There  were  two  LB  KEA  and  ei^t  WIA  (two  KIA  and  ±wo  WIA  were 
from  the  11th  ACR) . 

(d)  Fran  12  to  16  Aug  69,  1st  Infantry  Division  elements  ccnstructed  FSB 

Hartman  (XT763738)  ^jprcodmately  eight  km  north  of  Ihunder  III  along  Route 
l3.  fay  C/2-2  Mech,  B/1-28  Inf  and  B/1-5  Arty  (105) ,  FSB  Hartman 

was  the  divisicjn's  northern  highway  outpost  for  the  following  oriticral  wedcs, 

(e)  ivb  days  later,  the  K9  Battalion,  101st  Regt,  initiated  a  similar 
cawey  atbush  at  1130,  vie  XP766678,  1.5  km  north  of  Ihunder  ni.  Initially 
the  convoy  was  stepped  and  several  vdiicles  damaged  by  PPG  and  AW/SA  fire. 
However,  cnce  elements  of  B/2-2  Mech  and  1-4  Cav  arrived,  fire  srperLoocity 
was  gained,  and  air  strikes,  artillery  and  helioxpter  gunships  were  directed 
on  the  anbush  site.  Successive  sweeps  of  the  area  by  C/B/Reccn/2-2 

Mich  and  B/1-28  Inf  produced  one  Chieu  Hoi,  one  SRS  rifle,  four  ia(~47, 
and  several  grenades,  FPG  rounds  and  AK-47  magazines.  Ihe  eneoy  left  20 
dead,  vhile  LB  convey  forces  suffered  one  KIA  and  three  WEA. 

(f)  cn  20  Aug  69,  a  reinforced  eneny  platoon  attempted  a  third  anbush 
against  a  Highway  13  convey  vie  xr765729.  Elements  of  C/Z~2  Medi,  together 
with  a  quick  reac±icn  force  oenpesed  of  the  Hecen  Platoon/2-2  Mech  and  B/ 

2-34  Armor  (-)  rapidly  "piled-on"  the  aibush  site.  Artj.llery  and  USAF  Fighter 
barbers  (TAC  Air)  were  imnediately  directed  against  the  areny  force.  There 
were  two  LB  WIA,  seven  eneny  KEA,  and  two  IW  (WIA) ;  three  AK-47s,  15  ^-47 
magazines,  two  IPG  launchers  and  five  HPG  rounds,  one  light  machinegun,  two 
CHIGOM  handgrenades,  five  sets  of  ge^,  ndsoellaneous  SA  amflunition,  and 
two  documents  were  ceptured.  Ihe  ccnvcy'was  untouched. 

(g)  (ki  6  Sep  69,  elements  of  the  K-9  battalion  launched  the  101st 
Regiment's  final  a^uSh  attenpt  against  a  "Ihunder  Itoad"  oenvey.  ihoat 
150-200  eneny  soldiers  participated  in  the  attack;  the  anbush  was  positioned 
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vie  XT763680,  the  satte  location  of  tlie  previous  K~9  cinbush  ai  14  Mg  G9. 

At  1055  the  Devil  Convoy  received  mortar  fire  follower!  by  a  grcxnd  attaeJe 
at  1100  from  the  western  side  of  tho  road.  The  seairity  el-aont,  B/1-4  Crv, 
returned  fire  and  was  inmediately  sr^jported  by  artillery,  heiiocpter  gun- 
ships,  esnd  TAC  Air.  As  the  convey  moved  safely  out  of  the  contect  area  at 
1115,  A/i-2  and  C/2-2  Medh,  moved  into  the  arbush  site.  Though  sporadic 
contact  continued  until  1730,  it  was  the  initial  quick  U.S,  reaction  that 
trapped  the  eneny  before  he  could  withdrew.  U.S.  losses  were  cne  KIA  and 
seven  WIA;  encsty  losses  included  55  ICTA,  four  IW,  three  Chieu  Hois,  three 
light  machine  guns,  eic^t  AK-47s  and  three  /’\K-47  magazines,  1,000  SA  rounds, 

11  B40  raunds  and  nine  B40  rocket  boosters,  45  grenades,  four  anti-tank 
grenades,  18  canteens,  10  sets  of  web  gear,  10  helmets,  10  ponchos,  10 
lbs  ricje  and  four  fla;^ligh= 

(h)  At  221200  69,  AO  Ited  Ball  was  terminated,  the  area  was 

returned  to  the  1st  Cavalry  Divisim  (AMJ  and  the  2-2  Inf  ifech  returned  to 
the  Ist  Bde  at  Dau  Tieng.  For  apprcKimately  41  days  the  task  ferroe  based 
at  Ihunder  III  and  PS3  Hartman  had  secured  the  daily  oonveys  to  and  frem 
Quan  Loi  and  k^t  a  vital  supply  route  open  despite  the  best  effcarts  of 

at  least  one  full  NVA  regiment. 

(i)  At  the  same  time  that  Operation  ihunder  Pun  ended,  the  1-16  Inf 
Mech,  A/1-4  Cav,  and  C/2-33  Arty  retxjmed  to  1st  Infantry  Division 
ocntiX)!.  The  eneny  autmn  offensive  had  ended. 

(7)  Enaty  initiated  activity;  During  the  reporting  period,  the  cnaKy 
has  laovhed  several  stand-off  attacks  by  mortar  and  rodeet  fire  and  two 
unsucx^essful  se?^)er  attacks.  These  limited  eperatiens,  vhile  causing  little 
physical  damage,  had  two  pvirpcBes.  First,  they  gave  the  Ccs-murdst  forces  a 
sll^  psycholo^cal  boost  and  secend  they  tended  to  divert  Allied  sv^pert 
assets  fxon  other  enay  cbjechives.  But  ary  advantages  accrued  fzem  these 
eperations  was  fleeting.  Often  these  attarpts  have  only  warned  the  Ist 
infantry  Divisicn  of  possible  eneny  roovanent  and  attorpted  small-scale 
qperatiens  in  the  TSCQC.  The  most  significant  attacks  are  listed  below. 

(a)  Cn  112120  Mg  69,  as  the  kick-off  to  the  eneny  autumn  offaisive, 

Lai  Basecenp  received  15  rounds  of  lOTmm  rocket  fire.  Nine  U5  were 
woun^,  arid  six  helicopters  and  three  trucks  were  li<^tly  damaged.  Unfortur 
nately,  five  civilians  in  Lai  Khe  village  were  killed  and  11  more  wewnded. 

(b)  Ch  the  evening  foUewing  the  death  of  Ho  Chi  Mirh  cn  4  Sep  69,  the 
Oomunists  launched  a  brief  series  of  attacks  throughout  the  divisicn  TADI. 

At  2028,  Lai  Khe  Baseceop  received  twenty  lOThm  rockets  resulting  in  feur 

US  WIA.  After  midtii^,  at  approximately  0100,  attacks  were  launched  against 
Dau  Tieng  DaseOunp,  FSB  Thunder  III  and  Qysn  Thanh.  Twenty  82ttm  nortar  shells 
2BkI  two  IDTinm  rockets  hit  Dau  Tieng,  damaging  10  helicxpters  but  causing  no 
casualties.  The  PP  empound  at  Chen  Thanh  received  mortar,  SA/S?,  and  50 
cal.  fire,  follcwed  by  a  small  ground  prebe.  At  the  seme  time.  Thunder  III, 
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four  loB  north,  was  attached  by  sappers  supported  by  RPG  and  SA  fire. 

Than  at  about  0145,  two  FF  oamounds  (:ei942204  and'Xr769138)  near  Phu 
lioi,  reoeivod  M>79  and  IPG  fire.  At  about  the  sane  tine,  FSB  Gela 
(Xi;i^3418)  WBS  struck  fay  twenty  82irnv  ncrtar  ^Ils.  Finally,  at  0200 , 

NEP  Rons  XII  (}Cr63S436)  tock  ei(ht^  60nir  nortar  ahelle  and  20  ninutes 
later,  five  82nin  soortar  shells  struck  Ben  cat.  Althou^  the  attacks  were 
widef^xead  and  coordinated,  the  cnly  serious  effort  wee  against  FSB  'Xhvn- 
dsr  in.  Here  eleosits  of  V2*‘2  Madi  and  B/2-34  Amor  decisively  repelled 
the  enesy  assaults;  the  Ocnniunists  were  thrown  back  leaving  23  d^d  and 
cne  Ih  the  norning,  a  s/feep  located  49  FFG  rounds,  200  grenades,  and 
several  J9C47,  bangalore  torpedoes  and  ppg  launchers. 

(c)  On  9  69  ,  0130,  a  snall-scsLie  sapper  attack  was  launched  against 

FSB  Jliit  (XF882392)  defended  fay  elenents  of  the  Reocn  Platoon  and  B/2-2 
Mech.  A  fiefoe  battle  ensued  for' about  30  minutes.  Althou^  several 

pers  actually  oenetrated  the  perhneter,  the  surprise  attaede  was  repulsed. 
There  were  six  US  WIA. 

(d)  The  ni^t  of  ID- 11  Sep  69  marked  the  end  of  an  proclaimed 
"truce*  and  small  eneny  st2nd-off  attadcs  were  autanatlc^cdly  eaqpected  in  the 
divislan  PO,  As  anticipated,  rocket  end  mortar  attacks  were  directed 
against  Lai  Khe,  Deu  Tieng  asnd  Phu  Loi  Base  Canps.  Dot  Tieng  was  hit  the 
hardast  with  10  107  and  10  122  rockets,  and  35  82nn  mortar  s^lls.  But  the 
attacks,  mounted  with  great  effort,  only  resulted  in  11  IS  WIA,  cne  AIMI  and 
one  civilian  WIA,  and  four  vehicles  daooaged. 

(e)  The  last  significant  stand-off  attack  ocenned  on  the  evening  of 
22  Oct  69,  At  2125,  Dau  Tieng  received  30-40  rounds  of  82inm  mortar  fire. 
Only  ei^t  rounds  fall  imide  the  base  perimeter  resulting  in  four  US 
WIA  and  cne  helicxpter  sli^tly  damaged; 

(8)  The  Trapezoid. 

(a)  The  Ttapezold  is  a  vast  jungle  area  lying  between  the  Michelin 
Plantaticn  cn  the  north  and  the  cnoe  fcraddeble  Iren  Triangle  on  the  south. 
The  area,  over  100  equate  ]cr,  is  bordered  on  the  west  and  east  by  the  Sai¬ 
gon  and  Thi  Tiih  Idvexs.  Once  a  lively  eneny  strcn^ld,  the  Tr^zoid 
is  now  anything  fafut  a  havan  for  Camunist  and  NVA  soldiers.  Oenstant 
IS/AIS/N  petrolling  and  extensive  Bane  plow  cperatiois  have  oentinued  to 
sedioe  the  level  of  eneav  activitv  there  duudng  tiie  ratting  period. 

(b)  The  only  large  scale  contact  in  the  Trapezoid  oexurred  cn  the 
SDcning  of  24  Aug  69,  When  B/2-2  !4ech  stirred  tp  a  hornet's  nest  during 

a  Rome  plow  seouxi^  eperatien  at  xr570365.  The  mechanized  feroe  enga^ 
an  eetimated  eoeny  oenpany  defending  a  bunker  conplex.  While  artilleiy, 
helioopter  gundups  and  TAC  Air  sipported  the  contact,  two  platoons  of 
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D/2-28  were  inserted  into  the  cirea.  At  IISO  vie  Xr575365,  /•/2-28  Inf  (-) 
moved  in  from  tlie  east  and  regained  caitact.  /'^ain  supported  by  artillc.-ry, 
gunsnips  and  TAG  Air,  the  firefi^t  lasttKl  until  1735.  'Iters  were  six 
UJ  LULA,  L\nd  one  armored  personnel  carrier  (APC)  and  b/o  Roua  plavs  damaged. 
h  seardi  of  the  area  located  20  enemy  dead  and  indicated  11  more  possible 
killed. 

(c)  For  the  remainder  of  the  period,  operations  in  the  Trcpezcid 
have  been  diaracterized  bv  small  scale  contacts.  Cn  tie  morning  of  26 
Aug  69,  at  104 G  vie  XT593375,  B/2-2  Mech  spotted  and  engaged  one  enatw 
soldier.  A  closer  seardT  of  the  area  revealed  an  ?Af’A  battaliai  medical 
detachiTvent  vdiich  quickly  surrendered.  Total  results  were  one  enery  KIA, 
nine  PW,  four  four  SKS  rifles  and  one  9nm  pistol.  US  units  have  also 

been  bolstered  by  AI^  forces  operating  in  tne  Trape'zoid.  Tne  .'JRVd  have 
proved  narticulcirlv  adept  at  locating  enemy  cadies  and  base  canips,  wlrLle 
increasir^  the  overall  Allied  force  density  in  the  area.  They  are  also 
beocning  more  proficient  at  corbat  operations,  especially  ni^t  cirbasnes. 
For  exanple,  on  012000  Sep  69,  the  PBCcnnaisscVice  Ccnpariy,  1-8  PJFVN  Kegt, 
engaged  an  estineted  enettr/  platoon,  vie  )'>i‘533394.  After  a  short,  aie- 
sidfid  fi^t,  a  search  of  the  cirea  located  IQ  enerry  KIA,  one  PW  and  several 
weapons.  Cn  the  night  of  24  Oct  69,  an  A/2-28  Inf  aitloush  was  positioned 
near  a  trail  network  in  a  small  rubber  grove,  vie  Xr544397.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  at  0700,  ttiey  siohtea  ei^t  errerry  moving  south  devm  the 
trail.  Uie  airhushers  detonated  their  clcymore  mines  and  followed  ip  v.dth 
SA/Ai'J  fire.  The  Certmunists  returned  fire  but  were  too  late  to  be  effective. 
The  action  resulted  in  one  OS  six  eriermy  IGEA  and  tvjo  PT'T  {VKh) ,  and  sev- 
eral  wcipcais  c^tured.  CJontacts  like  these  ere  continuous,  v/hile  seercf- 
ingly  minor,  such  actions  have  gradually  squeezed  the  enemy  out  of  his 
foimer  jungle  haven. 

(9)  The  seal  and  seardi  of  Phu  Iloa  Dong. 

(a)  Hie  2d  Brigade  conducted  the  village  seal  of  Ihu  Hoa  Dong 
(Xr715190)  on  15-26  Sep  69,  using  forces  froti  the  brigade,  the  7t.i  AFWN 
Regt,  and  GVK  forces  of  Phu  Hon  District  and  3inh  Dueng  Province.  Hie  2d 
Brigade  devised  an  imaginative  deoeptiai  plan  to  mask  the  real  objective 
and  to  trarj  VC  elements  within  the  target  villr?.ge.  The  seal  v^as  the 
largest*  such  oreraticn  conducted  in  the  liistory  of  padficaticn  in  the 
1st  Infantry  Divisicn  TADI.  On  the  nir^it  of  15  Sep  69,  ten  US/APVW 
companies  cxnverged  rapidly  cn  the  village  by  PAG/PBP.  boats ,  foot  mardies , 
and  trucks,  'fne  seal  was  cotpleted  at  160053  Sop  and  maintained  for  eleven 
d^s.  One  APV^T  and  three  05  battalions  maintained  the  cxirdon,  conducted 
ni^t  citbushcs  inside  and  outsic3e  the  village,  and  performed  ground  recai- 
naissanc^e  esnd  area  searches  outside  the  seal  area.  Under  the  srpervisiai 
of  the  Phu  Hoa  District  Ciiief ,  tiie  village  was  thorougily  and  metiiodicnlly 
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searched  by  five  FF  cxnpenies,  n2ttional  poUcxaren,  an  armed  pj^paganda 
team,  and  IB  trocps,  PSYCP  were  cxnducted  daily  throughout  the  operaticn 
employing  aerial  broadcasts,  leaflet  drops,  ground  speaker  tearrs,  and 
faoa-to-faoe  ocmmuni'cations.  Band,  movies,  ^*SDCM*,  EEirrCM?,  raffles,  and 
food  were  used  to  preclude  the  villagas  from  adopting  an  antagonistic 
attitude  during  the  screening  and  seardiing,  Ihe  se^  v;as  terminated  cn 
260700  Sep  as  a  cxnplete  sixjoess.  Final  results  ’^ere  23  Oomunists  KIA, 
two  Cctnmmist  I\IA  possible,  17  PlJ,  16  ralliers,  32  individual  vAsapcns, 
six  crei■^^rved  T^ieapcns,  1785  small  arms  rounds,  72  artyAortar  rounds, 

1121  kilos  rioe,  and  various  military  supplies  and  equiprent,  Ihe  seal 
operation  rendered  the  Ootmunist  units  in  the  area  ineffective,  iirproved 
the  security  status  of  the  village,  and.  gave  respect  and  valu^le  training 
to  tljc  participating  GVI^  units. 

(b)  The  Hiu  Hcja  Dong  seal,  and  search  was  only  one  of  many  US/7iEVM/rP 
cxntoined  operatiens  in  support  o£  the  pacificaticn  campaign.  Using  the 
conbined  aarpewsr,  Intelligenoe-gathering  c^)d3ilities ,  and  svpporting 
forces  of  three  Allied  elenents,  the  efforts  to  neutralize  VCI  and  pro¬ 
vide  better  local  security  in  the  populated  areas  of  the  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  TAQE  have  continued  to  grow  more  efficient  and  more  productive. 

(10)  Riverine  cpeiraticsTS;  Continued  doninaticn  of  the  Saigon  River 
has  beei  critical  in  limiting  enemy  activity  and  preventing  him  frem  mass¬ 
ing  men,  material  and  equipment  of  aiy  significant  size  in  the  divisicn 
Ti^DI.  Ecan  August  to  October  1369,  there  were  three  types  of  riverine 
farces  eperatihg  on  the  Saigon  and  Ihi  Tinh  Rivers,  First  was  the  Viet¬ 
namese  River  Assault  Grex^  (PRO ,  which  transported  Allied  troops  along 
the  river.  Second  were  the  US  Navy  Riverine  Divisions,  Cperating  speofy, 
T.v'ell-anTEd  patrol  ships,  they  patrol  and  ajibush  the  river  by  ni^t  and 
conduct  reemnaissanoe  of  the  river's  banks  and  estuaries  by  day.  Often 
responding  to  radar  sightings  and  ocntacte  hy  1st  Infantjy  Division  units , 
they  have  severely  restricted  enemy  movement  cn  the  river  ty  ni^t.  From 
1  Aug  to  31  Oct  69,  FBR  have  acxxjunted  for  152  enemy  ICCA.  last  are  the 
"Ski  Boats"  of  the  1st  Engineer  Battalion,  Since  September  these  la^ 
draft,  fiber  glass  boats  have  constantly  participated,  in  river  searches, 
si-ie^  and  atrbushes  vdth  the  2-18  Bif  and  2-2  Mech,  Iheir  transport 
capability  has  ccaitributed  much  to  the  success  of  these  units  iri  locating 
and  eliminating  small  enemy  units.  With  riverine  assets,  the  Ist  Infantry 
Divisicn  has  developed  the  "Squid."  operaticn,  a  net;  technique  vhich  mey  be 
described  as  vrateihome  Eagle-Flirting,  Uie  main  principies  involved  are 
listed  belai/; 

(a)  Normally,  a  minimum  of  txm  FBR  or  four  ski  boats  are  utilized. 
Depending  cn  the  load,  the  average  speed  is  15  to  20  knots  for  P3R  and 
19-25  kxwts  for  ski  b^ts. 
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(b)  Nozxnally,  the  river  cxaft  nova  in  e  trail  foznaticn  when  insert¬ 
ing  trocpet  the  line  turns  towards  the  ahoocik  siaultcnaously  to  allow  maxiitun 
fijrepoier  to  be  eqployed  if  necessary.  Ohis  also  allows  the  roaodnun  nuiber 
of  troops  to  get  ashore  in  a  ndnlnun  accunt  of  tine. 

(c)  lha  nuRtser  of  trrxps  per  boat  depenos  on  the  nwber  and  type  of 
boats,  usually  one  rifle  pletocn  Is  ecplcyed  in  this  type  of  operator); 

If  PBR  are  utilized  and  the  unit  only  reoelvee  two  to  work  with,  lU-12  men 
are  placed  on  each;  with  four  boats,  five  to  six  personnel  are  enplcyed  per 
boat.  With  Ski  boats,  never  more  than  six  nen  per  boat  can  be  used.  Thie , 
at  least  four  ski  bdate  axe  neoassaiy  to  transport  one  platoon. 

(d)  Prooeduxes  axe  basically  the  sane.  The  major  diffexenoas  axe  in 
the  firepower  and  draft  of  the  two  types  of  boats.  The  draft  of  the 

PBR  is  a^roKiinately  three  feet;  this  limits  its  use  in  sons  of  the  shadlow 
streams.  Bie  ski  boerts,  on  the  other  hand,  have  a  draft  of  12  to  18  inches 
and  axe  C2|)able  of  navlgatli^  many  of  the  small  streams  and  caxuils.  Qnoe 
the  troops  axe  inserted,  the  boats  stay  close  to  shore,  reat^r  to  svpport  by 
fire  if  naosBsaxy.  In  areas  that  have  extensive  undergrowth  altng  the 
river  and  stream  line,  a  li^t  fire  team  or  a  hunter  killer  team  is  requested 
to  support  Ihe  "Squid**  cperaticn.  At  a  mihiaun,  a  helioopter  LCH  is  utilized 
to  px^de  the  air  cover  and  observation,  especially  ahead  of  the  fleet  when 
mwdng  on  narrow  canals.  Artillery  fires  are  plameid  in  the  area  of  opera¬ 
tion.  The  selection  of  the  area  is  based  on  intelligezue  reports  and  pze- 
vlcua  si^tiivgs.  The  planned  artillay  consists  of  at  least  one  oonoentraticn 
which  the  platoon  leader  or  platoon  sergeant  is  able  to  shift.  At  times, 
an  ICB  is  utilized  to  spot  insertion  areas  from  the  air;  smoke  is  vsed  to 
mark  the  area  and  the  toats  move  to  the  designated  spot. .  Extractions  axe 
siMlar  to  air  extraxtions  vhexe  personnel  move  to  a  pxe  designated  pick-if> 
podnt.  If  only  two  FBR  axe  availihle,  one  boat  WiU  provide  security 
\4hile  the  ether  loads;  the  loaded  boat  then  covers  tlie  other  element  as  it 
is  loa^.  For  ski  boats,  car  if  four  PBR  eixe  utilized,  two  boats  axe  loaded 
at  a  time  vhile  tiie  other  two  provide  seexulty.  If  necesseuy,  air  assets 
are  requested  to  oaver  the  extractlcn.  However,  this  is  not  always  needed 
and  a  large  nenber  c;£  "Squid"  operations  have  been  cxnducted  without  the 
benefit  of  air  svpport. 

(e)  Ihe  amount  of  time  a  unit  spends  in  one  area  depends  on  the  intel¬ 
ligence  and  terrain.  However,  generally  platoons  do  not  operate  in  an  area 
over  two  hours.  Ncaanally,  the  distancae" from  the  stream  or  river  bank  to 
the  flD  does  not  exceed  1000  meters.  Usually  the  distance  varies  from  10 
to  500  meters. 

(11)  Operation  '^^t  Danger";  Ni^t  Danger,  actually  an  operational 
concept,  was  cxxioeived  and  inplemented  in  October  1959.  The  objective  of 
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the  progron  is  to  increase  Ifte  pressure  on  eneny  ni^bt-tiire  qieratLcns, 
especially  rasi^ply  and  infiltration  activities.  To  do  this,  the  division 
has  centralized  its  teoget  aoguisiticn  and  target  destruction  assets  so 
the  Division  Conwandar  is  able  to  make  a  more  efficLeat  and  discsiini- 
nating  use  of  hU  resources.  Ttis  result  has  bean  a  greater  ebility  to 
analyze  and  oorrelate  inteUigenoa  infortaaticn  and  folia;  throus^  with  a 
quidcar,  neasured  reeiKiJse. 

(eO  Ckie  key  elenant  to  the  program  has  been  the  ist  Infantry  Division's 
Target  Dsstruction  Section  (TDG) .  Located  in  the  Division  Tactical  Cper- 
atlons  Center  (DTOO  ,  the  TDS  is  a  new  organization  drawn  from  the  resources 
of  the  Div  Arty  S2,  the  Division  Eire  Sv|3poct  Element  (FSE) ,  the  Military 
Intelligence  Datadwent  and  the  Sensor  Platoon.  Ohe  secticn  receives  all 
intelli^^oe  reports  ocming  into  the  moc  and  maintains  ootnuiicatijons  with 
division  radar  teams  end  ail  sensor  mcnitoidng  stations  servicing  the  divi¬ 
sion  TAQI,  In  addition,  the  TDS  hem  ocranunications  with  artillery 
units  in  and  adjacent  to  the  TilOI  thrcudi  the  facilities  of  the  fSE.  In 
op^Ucn,  the  TDS  receives  and  eneilyzes  inteUigenoe,  detexmlnes  possible 
targets.,  end  assists  tha  G3  cperaticns  affiosr  in  reoccnending  apprcpriate 
ruspcnses.  ^lis  has  meant  both  a  quicker  response  to  fleeting  targets  and 
a  more  efficient  use  of  divlsicn  assets.  As  of  the  end  of  the  rqxirting 
period,  the  TDS  had  assisted  in  epprcodmately  115  enecy  kills. 

&)  To  date,  the  most  effective  division  night  asset  -  and  one 
reoaanended  most  frequently  by  the  IDS  -  is  Ittc^thak^,  Tha  1st  Infmtry 
Division  Ni^thae*:  program  began  on  2  Aug  69.  The  Ni^thawk  force  consists 
of  three  Nio^xthadc  helicopters  (IHIH,  eadi  equipped  with  two  TVS-4  Star- 
licbt  soK^,  two  Sheridan  searchlights,  and  two  ndni-ouns) ,  two  AHlS/ 
lElC  gunshipB  au3  one  IHlH  slide.  The  Ni^thsMk  team  works  with  cne  Ni^t- 
hade  aircraft  end  one  ^unship  or  slick  as  a  chase  ship.  Each  Nichthawk 
teem  is  designed  and  missicni^  to  search  out  and  destrey  eneny  forces  in 
the  TAOR  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  From  2  Aug  to  31  Oct  69  tliere  were 
58  engagements  ly  Ni^thaik  teams  resulting  in  132  Cciaajnist/tJVR  KIA  (3C) 
(for  more  infomatian  on  Ni^itindc,  see  Incl  13,  1st  Inf  Div  Cir  525-8, 
"Utilizatlcn  of  Mi^hlhatdc  Aircraft") ,  Nic^it  Danger  oontacts  jue  guide  and 
d?x\pt.  With  Nightheedc,  the  VR  (visual  reconnaissance  or  danage  emsesment) 
Of  the  contact  is  immediate. 

(d  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  22  Sep  69,  the  571st  PBR  were 
patrolling  the  banks  of  the  Saigon  River  below  Oixia.  At  epproodmately 
0015  vie  xr559350,  they  ebsarved  and  engaged  25-30  eneny  crossing  the  river. 
There  was  no  return  fire  and  tha  action  was  oyer  in  minutes.  A  search 
of  the  water  located  25  eneny  dead,  14  backpacks  and  one  AK47  The  follow¬ 
ing  ni^,  the  event  was  repetAad  abcut  two  km  tp  the  river.  The  PBR  and 
cne  platooiwP/2~28  Infiengaged  15-20  eneny.  ^Riera  was  no  return  fire  mid 
17  more  eneny  dead,  11  badpacks  and  cne  AK47  were  located. 
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(d)  (ii  D  Oct  69 ,  1945,  the  LRITP  (Long  Range  Reocnnaissonoe  Patrol) 
Tean  #1  rKjorted  heavy  ena^v  movement  in  tlie  northern  I'Hcnelin  area. 
Iitmediabely ,  TOT  salvos  fran  three  artillery  batteries  Iiit  the  tar^t  area 
followed  by  five  TAC  Air  strikes.  A.  subsequent  seeren  located  18  enary 
dead. 


(o)  Oti  the  ni^t  of  16-17  Oct  69,  strong  readouts  ivere  noted  fron  a 
new  sensor  field  placed  on  the  Razorback.  Tlie  information  was  relayed 
from  the  monitoring  station  on  Nui  Ba  Deri  (tlie  Black  Virgin  liountain)  in 
the  25th  Infantry  Division  K)  to  tiie  1st  Infantry  Division  TEG.  As  the 
sensor  readings  changed  intensity,  a  pattern  of  novement  was  establislied 
ar*u  Nichtha;k  aircraft  \iere  quickly  directed  onto  tlie  target  areas  (vie 
XI571595,  Xf535575,  Xr490607  and  xr4SD575).  The  results  were  21  eneny 
lOA  over  a  three-hour  period. 

(f)  On  172145  Oct  69,  radar  located  an  estimated  20  eneny  soldiezs 
in  stationary  positions  just  east  of  Dau  Tieng  Base  Canp  (xr508468) .  A 
Ni^tha^/k  tean,  quickly  dispatched  to  tiie  arecit'eiif^ed  the  'eneaf  before 
th^  ocxild  move.  Thirteen  enany  dead  were  oounted. 

(g)  A  series  of  sensor  activatiens  and  radar  sittings  along  the  Saigon 
River  on  the  ni^t  of  23  Oct  69  were  followed  vp  by  River  Patrol  Boats 
(PBRJ  and  Ni^thatfk,  This  ocebination  of  four  assets  resulted  in  a  total 
^  10  aieny  KIA  in  three  different  locations  (Xr634320,  3tt591351  and 
Xr590351) . 

(12)  Cadies:  From -August  to  Oerteber  the  1st  Infantry  Eivisicn,  ably 
assisted  by  the  7th  and  8tii  AFM?  Itegiinents ,  proved  itself  particularly 
adi^t  at  scouring  the  division  AO  for  hiddm  ena^y  sc^lies.  The  enaiy's 
inactivity  was  partially  due  to  the  success  of  tb^e  hunts.  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  only  one  sinnificant  rice  cache  was  .discovered  (at.  Kr523412 
C/2-28  led  by  Kit  Carson  Socut  uneeirthed  four  tens  of  rice) .  Ibst  of  the 
other  finds  involved  small  amounts  of  food,  ndlitazy  equipment  or  documents. 
Most  notable  were  the  large  nviiber  of  slzeeble  anas  and  nunitiens  caches 
found.  The  most  significant  are  li.sted  belov: 

(a)  Ch  291310  Aug  69,  B/2-28  Inf  vie  XT562375  located  the  folloMing 
itaos  in  the  Trasiesoid:  75  1/4  lb  Ten*  blexks;  four  bicycles;  210  lbs 
salt;  hro  ChiCcm  grenades;  six  Anti-tank  mines;  tr-Aenty  15  lb  ChiOcm  clay- 
mcces;  14  bangalore  torpedoes;  23  SKS  rifles;  one  AK47;  nine  Vfgtti  mortar 
rouids;  five  rifle  grenades;  nine  cases  of  AT  grenades;  7,400  rounds  of 
SA  anqiinition;  six  IC*G  rounds  with  bexisters;  six  IPG  rcxkets:  and  70  lbs 
of  zioe. 

(b)  Cn  24  S^,  1-16  Inf  Ifech  began  extensive  eperatiens  in  the  lower 
Song  Be  Corridn:.  Althou^  there  were  no  significant  eneny  contacts ,  the 
mechanized  battalion  was  able  to  locate  nunercus  caches  bedieved  to  belong 
td  tte  Deng  Nai  Regt.  Most  inportant  was  >  the  series  of  finds  made  by 
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Vl-l^'  aided  )jy  a  ooor^rative  rallier. 

(c)  On  21  Sop  t)9,  vie  )CrD714G3,  ii/1-16  was  led  by  tlie  rallier  to 

on  arms  cadie  cxDntaining  the  follot/ing  itens;  bi^o  82!ttn  mortcirs,  24  light 
niaduno  guns;  cue  lOO-round  Ii>K  drum;  STnrn  rounds;  seven  'J2nm 

rounds;  sixteen  60mn  rounds;  ei^t  lbs  TNT;  eigut  n?G  reends;  three  gas 
m?sks;  440  rounds  i'J<47  aiimmition;  seven  Chi.Can  clcymores;  and  128  75mn 
RR  rounds. 

(d)  On  7  Oc±.  89,  the  rallier  led  h/i-10  to  another  liidden  nvmiticns 

durep  vie  )Cr869456  cxnt.aining:  661  lbs  TNT;  140  lbs  0-4;  24  caiTs  with  press- 

type  detonators;  and  fi\'e  cans  of  time  fuses. 

(e)  The  folloiTing  day  tlie  enrnany  was  led  to  anotlier  cadie  vie 
XT804492  censisting  of  512  lbs  lOT;  seven  R?G  rounds;  five  FPG  boosters; 
and  two  82nTO  mortar  si^ts. 

(f)  Cn  25-26  Sep  69,  the  7th  Cerpmy,  2-8  hIM4,  discovered  two  largo 

arms  cliches  in  the  Trqx^zoid  (vie  xr648335  and  Xr645339) .  '7ne  first  one 

oontained  two  12.7  heavy  machine  guns,  three  S^CS  rifles,  cne  lignt  machine 
gun,  1,000  rounds  AK47  antnunition,  fifteen  60nra  mortar  rounds  and  15 
rifle  grenades;  the  second  oache  revealed  tiiree  FPG,  109  H’G  rounds, 
tiirty-three  82im\  mortar  rounds,  fifteen  30  lb  hT  mines,  8000  rounds,  50 
calib.er  anmunition,  60  HPG  fuses,  4000  rounds  7,62  amuniticn  and  15  ChiCcm 
cl^miores, 

(g)  On  13-14  Oct  69,  pyi-2  Inf  located  a  large  bunker  oenplex  believed 
to  be  an  NVA  hospital  in  trie  northeastern  comer  of  the  Michelin  Plant aticn 
vie  XT592566,  A  thorough  search  of  tiie  area  yielded  3,000  penicillin  bottles, 
bi-x  large  penicillin  bottles,  40  bottles  of  glucose,  four  bottles  of  vitamin 
fi,  cne  roll  of  medical  tane,  one  bottle  of  icxliiTe,  30  bottles  of  sterile 
water,  and  10  operating  tables. 

(h)  On  25  Oct  69 ,  C/2-28  Inf  unearthed  a  cache  in  the  Trapezoid  (vie 
Xt49  9411)  oentaining  10  light  machine  guns,  300  hand  'grenades,  cne  heavy 
machine  gun  (with  mount  and  extra  J>arrel) ,  22  SKS  rifles,  cne  ChiCom  radio, 
one  hundred  1/4  lb  blocks  of  TNT,  sevcai  carioines  and  five  A:<‘i7. 

Ci)  The  largest  arms  depot  was  fcjund  cn  26  Oc^.  69  vie  xrS48379.  The 
responsible  unit  was  again  A/1-16  Inf  which  was  naj  operating  in  tiie  Tr^^e- 
zoid.  The  cache  oentained  six  7.62iiT?.  Soviet  rifles  (model  #189  N  30) , 
seven  Tacepsen  machine  guns,  97  SIS  rifles,  five  sub-machine  guns,  one 
7.62iira  heavy  machine  gun  (with  extra  barrel) ,  two  Soviet  7,G2irm  li^t 
machine  guns  Itodel  0PM  (with  three  spare  barrels) ,  tiiree  US  Ii-1  carloines , 
cne  M-1  rifle,  25  So'^at  7.62nin  carlbines  (Ijodel,  1544) ,  aie  7.62  AA 
gun  mount,  cne  ground  meunt  for  a  51  cal.  maaiine  gun  i;ith  wheels,  114  Rr'' 

21 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


MoS-T-fSu)  1  DiOMUr  1969 

SU9JBCXt  Oi^aticnal  RepoKt  of  1st  Infantzy  Divislcn  for  Poriod 
Ending  31  Octcber  1969,  KS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

zounds,  fivs  sAectrlc  detonatozs,  1000  ft  of  tine  fuse,  20  gal  can  half- 
CLUad  with  ChiOon  gzenada  pouchee,  cns  ?.62nn  machine  gun  shield,  nine 
lOna  ChiOcn  artiXlezy  rounds,,  two  7Siiia  PR  zoundi,  two  mosrtar  ai^ts,  two 
loadad  li,62m  dzvia-type  magaadnes,  nine  tj^^type  7.62nia  machine  gun  maga> 
sines,  one  hundzed  ae\ABnty-fiTAa  57hia  RR  zotsads,  30  machine  gun  magazinee, 

1955  zounds  51  oal.  omnunition,  twelve  SOmn  mortar  fuses,  two  mortar  charges, 
two  vdze  cutters,  four  (Cleaning  rods  for  7.62nin  we<|)on8,  and  one 
bore  brush. 

(13)  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  Reginent. 

(a)  The  divlsicn  azmored  oavalzy  squadron,  the  1-4  Cav,  had  normally 
been  QPOGN  to  one  or  more  of  the  division's  three  infcRtry  brigades.  But 
on  21  Sep  69,  the  1-4  Cav  was  placed  under  divisional  oontnol  and  was  sent 
to  the  oentral  and  southezn  pcnrticns  o£  the  divisicn  AO.  UtilizliTg  the 
jDoad  netwozk  south  of  Lai  Khe,  it  has  acted  as  a  quick  reaction  force  able 
to  zeinfozoe  US,  AJMi,  or  FF/^  inEantzy  ocxrtacts,  or  initiate  rapidly 
executed  cperations  against  elusive  Ocimunist  units  thzou^  its  own  m^lity 
and  fizepcMer.  During  October,  it  has  gradually  d:<panded  its  area  of 
cpezaticms  and  continually  devoted  its  efforts  to  the  neutralization  of 

all  Oamunist  elenents  in  the  division's  southern  AO.  Ccxardinaticn  with  the 
2d  US  Bde,  the  7th  ARUSf  Regt,  the  5th  ARVt4  Div  and  Binh  Ducng  Pzovincs 
has  been  oontinuous. 

(b)  On  1  Oct  69,  the  1-4  Cav,  in  oocperation  with  the  749th  RP'ocnpany, 
noun^  a  highly  suooessful  cperation  against  the  Comunist  C65  local  Force 
Gcnpaiy.  Hi^ng  in  a  base  area  north  of  Bihh  Hoa  Village  (}Q['8120/ ,  the 
eneo^  uut  had  been  detected  by  the  RF  ocnpes^  oonnander  several  weeks 
prior.  Aided  by  the  1-4  Cav,  he  was  more  than  willing  to  conduct  a  surprise 
attack  against  their  sTJopected  base  csnp  (vie  xr829215) .  In  the  ensuing 
eperatien,  the.  RF  Coepany  ctnd  one  cavalry  troop  pushed  ^rou^  the  base 
area  while  another  troop  cub  off  the  exieny  zetzeat.  ihe  actions  were 
suEporbed  by  a  D  Troop,  1-4  Cav,  Hunter-idller  Teesn  and  the  "lighthorse" 
hellocpter  gzenp.  The  final  results  were  six  eneny  dead,  nine  FW,  and 

five  AK47,  one  6(Xtin  mortar,  fiftA^  S2nxa  mortar  rounds,  and  eight  FPG  zounds 
captured  (all  enoiy  were  Identified  as  necbgrs  of  the  C65) .  There  were 
three  IB  wounded  slightly  by  RPG  and  bexty  tr^  fragments.  No  casualties 
were  suffered  by  the  RF  troops  end  no  vehicles  were  damaged  in  the  action. 

(14)  IBAF  Sipport:  There  were  1,253  sorties  of  TAC  Air  in  sveport 
of  Ist  Infmtzy  Division  cperations  during  the  reporting  period.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  16  B-52  strikes  'i^re  called  in  seaport  of  operations;  eight  were 
targeted  'in  the  Trzpezoid,  four  in  the  Long  Ngcyen  Secret  Zone,  two  in 
tiie  Razozback,  cns  in  the  Seng  Be  Corridor  and  one  in  the  Iron  Triangle. 


22 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVuM'-Mip-  1  Djoenber  1969 

aBJECTj  C^)eraticrieJ.  Rs[>ort  o£  lat  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
finding  31  Octcbar  1969,  KS  CSFOR-65  (P2)  (U) 

(15)  Oje  total  cunalatiT^  results  for  Operattcn  Toan  Tnang,  Phase 
III,  which  began  on  17  Pab  69  and  ended  on  31  Oct  69,  for  Ist  Infantry 
Division  assigned  and  CPOCM  units  aret 

(a)  UB:  386  KIA,  2320  WIA,  2041  ^^IA  (evac) ;  -67  tChW/MPC,  savm 
generators,  three  2  l^-ton  tenters,  two  Zippos  (APC  with  fleroethrower) , 

72  helicopters,  one  0-16  Bird  Dog,  46  Bene  plows,  76  tanks,  twelve  2 
ton  trucks,  two  "Dusters"  (40imi  SP) ,  five  3/4-tcn  trucks,  five  V4“tcn 
trucks,  two  10-tcn  tmeks,  two  5-tcn  trucks,  one  4,2"  itortar,  one  AVtU 
(armored  bridge  la/er) ,  one  VTR  (M-88  tank  recovery  vehicle) ,  five  bull- 
doaers,  and  feur  M-548  'Camels"  (tracked  cargo  carriers)  damaged;  one 
Zippo,  ten  tanks,  one  5-ton  truck,  48  ACAV/O^C,  six  Bane  plows,  21  heli- 
oopteis,  four  1  V4“tcn  trucks,  one  1-tcn  trude,  two  bucket  loaders,  one 
"lew  Bey"  (lew  bed  trailer) ,  ai^  one  ISSnra  howitzer  destroyed, 

(b)  Eneny:  3213  m  (flC) ,  403  KIA  (pees) ,  293  captured,  87  ralUers, 
and  2216  detainees ;  1756  individual  weapons ,  347  craz-aerved  watpens , 
371,911  SA  rcASids,  313  Anti-Tank  nines ,  15,017  anti-personnel  mines,  4742 
graiades,  2340  FPG  rounds,  two  lOSraa  rounds,  1834  nortar  rounds,  7653 
bunkers,  80,4  tens  of  rioe,  78  rockets,  4216  lbs  of  esplosives,  371  RR 
icunds,  one  1000  lb  both,  two  radios,  one  pair  of  binoculars,  and  nine 
70nm  rounds  captured  or  destroyed. 

(16)  Statistical  flunroazy: 

(a)  Mcnthly  totals* 


IE  KIA 

CkianunistAlVA  KIA 

Ralliers 

Total  En  Elira 

August 

29 

469  35 

19 

523 

S^tesber 

37 

526  39 

20 

585 

October 

13 

375  23 

8 

406 

*Does  not  include  Ist  Infantry  Division  units  v/hilt  CPOCCT  to  another 
ocntrolling  BQ. 

(b)  Mcntlily  ratios : 


Kill  Patio  Elindnaticn  lattlo 

august  16.2  18.1 

Septatber  14.2  15.8 

Oebeber  28.8  31.2 

(17)  Land  oiearing  operatiens: 
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(a)  The  division  Eterod  plows  began  the  quarter  at  NCP  Wilderness  I, 
vie  }Cr7982b5,  and  cut  625  acres  frctti  7  to  17  Aug  69.  On  18  Aug  the  plovs 
moved  to  V'/ildemess  II,  vie  Xr703324,  where  tliey  cut  265  acres  in  five  days, 
iioving  to  Xr804233,  tliey  cut  380  acres  before  returning  to  Lai  Khe  on  31 
Aug.  A  week's  standdex'/n  was  follcuifod  on  8  Sep  with  115  acres  out  at 
Xi’780313.  Ch  11  Sep  at  >01900440,  60  acres  were  cut.  Frciri  D  to  19  Sep, 
tiie  plows  cut  425  acres  vie  xr756300.  Fallowing  a  standdown,  the  plows 

cut  310  acres  at  xr699458  from  2  to  8  Oct.  From  11  to  13  Oct,  185  acres 
were  cut  at  Xr847275,  Frcm  14  to  18  Oct  the  plavs  operated  near  FSB  Son 
(Xr681486) . 

(b)  The  four  M48A3  tanks  tliat  were  providing  security  for  the  Rome 
plows  have  been  turned  in. 

(c)  The  984th  Land  Clearing  Catpany  began  land  clearing  eperatiens  in 

'^ti^zoid  at  NEP  Mens  VIII,  vie  and  cut  2890  acres  betvjeen  1 

and  12  Jug  69.  On  13  Aug  the  plows  moved  to  a  nes-7  NEP,  ttona  IX,  at 
Xr571405  and  cut  221  acres.  Cn  30  Aug  the  plows  moved  to  XT635345  and  cut 
3258  acres  between  31  Aug  and  14  Sep.  At  this  time  tlie  984th  LOG  moved  out 
of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  remained  out  until  28  Oct.  The  plows 
then  returned  to  Mons  XIII  (}ir574386)  and  cut  525  acres.  By  the  end  of 
this  reporting  period  a  total  of  8884  acres  were  cleared. 

(18)  Convey  operations  s  A  Ccinhined  Transportation  Coordination 
Center  was  established  on  19  Sep  69  for  oenvoy  ooordinaticn.  All  AFMT, 

1st  Cav  Div  (AM) ,  25th  Inf  Eiv,  1st  Logistical  Cewnand  (Hi^wey  Traffic 
Oontrol) ,  and  1st  Infantry  Division  elemtints  v/ho  were  involved  in  overland 
MS’fCPly  qjeratiens  throi^.  the  area  of  the  1st  Infantiy  and  5th  AFS/N 
Divisions ,  coordinated  \ath  the  Center,  This  prooedure  lias  enhanced  the 
security  as  well  as  reduced  del^s  in  oenvey,  eperations, 

(19)  C^jeraticn  Dong  Tien:  Since  the  end  of  July  1969,  the  Deng  Tien 
(Progress  Together")  progresn  has  oentinued  to  grow  and  e:^and  in  the  1st 
Infantry  Divisioi.  The  major  goals  have  remained  the  same:  to  increase 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  combined  and  coordinated  jednt  operations;  to 
materially  advance  the  division's  ttiree  major  missiais  (svpport  of  pacifi¬ 
cation,  inprovenent  of  AJ^/N/GW  military  units,  and  intensification  of 
small  scale  oatbat  operations) ;  and  to  significantly  increase  the  efficiency 
of  criticaJ.  oanbat  and  ocebat  support  elements,  particularly  Anty  aviaticn 
assets.  The  overall  purpose  of  Dong  Tien  is  fo  further  tlie  ’Vietnamizaticn" 
of  the  war  by  inproving  the  effectiveness  of  all  Souti  Vietnamese  rtalitery 
units.  The  division  program  nust  prepare  AIWN  and  units  to  assume, 

at  some  future  date,  the  responsibilities  currently  held  by  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  The  program  is  also  designed  to  increase  the  daility  of  AFVN 
units  to  use  US  Amy  eiviaticn  support  effectively  by  having  them  oentinu- 
ously  use  these  assets  in  the  field.  At  the  same  time,  more  intensive 
oorbined  operations  continue  bo  reduce  the  nunber  of  enemy  in  the  TAOI, 
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making  the  task  of  ch^nging  territorial  responsibilities  sonawhat  eaaiar. 
ihe  objectives  ^  Dong  Tien  have  been  generally  enbodied  in  the  "Danger 
Porward"  and  "Ni^t  Danger"  progrems  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  ntvisicn 
assets,  especially  Amy  aviation  assets,  Sir&  nev  tnoxe  oentredized  and  svp- 
poct  both  US,  ARW  and  (»N  faroes  in  the  TAOI.  The  Danger  Forward  oono^t 
has  envisioned  a  steady  "drive  to  the  north"  where  the  graducil  inprovenent 
of  PSCF  and  SF/TF  foroes  ^lables  ARVN  units  to  conduct  more  extensive  field 
qjerations  in  the  northern  nA  northeastern  TAOI.  Then,  as  AFWW  foroes 
bcoone  more  ooobat  proficient,  Ist  Infantry  Division  units  will  move  north 
leaving  their  former  AD  to  the  5th  ARW  Division.  The  Dong  Tien  program 
lias  been  inplemented  in  mary  ways.  There  have  been  oenstant  liadson  and 
ooerdination  visits  anong  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  5th  AECW  Divisiai 
and  Binh  ixicng  Province.  For  exenple,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  iDbfS,  G1 
has  visited  his  5th  AJRW  Division  counterpart  severad.  to  Aj 
problei3s  cxxiaan  to  tlieir  jobs.  In  auiditicn,  nmneuver  units  of  the  division 
iKW  operate  ni^  more  closely  »ri.th  KF/TF  units.  Their  intelligence  gather¬ 
ing  capabi^ties  have  made  such  small  scale  oatbin^  operations  significant 
and  have  gi’san  these  units  added  cenfidenoe  and  eaperienoe.  But,  however 
vedtiable  tliese  efforts,  the  heart  of  the  1st  Infauitry  Division's  Deng  Tien 
program  is  the  association  of  designated  IB  infantry  battalions  with  desig¬ 
nated  ARW  infantry  baittalicns.  The  programs  undertaken  and  sane  of  the 
nethods  involved  are  described  below; 


(a)  In  the  1st  and  3d  Brigades  the  Deng  Tien  program  has  tajken  the  fom 
of  ptysically  colocating  one  8th  ARVN  Regiment  battalion  with  oie  US  infan¬ 
try  battalion  at  the  ssme  fire  support  base.  These  operations  were  briefly 
ower^  in  the  preceding  report  (see  para  lc(4)  (h)  2-4,  1st  Infantry 
Division  CML,  1  -  31  Jul  69) .  airing  the  curx^t  reporting  nerlod, 

the  1-28  Inf  has  continued  to  woric  with  the  4/8  AHUN  Infantry  battalion 
at  FSB  Gela.  Then,  on  2  Sep  69,  the  4/8  was  replaced  by  the  2/8  AHS^J  Inf. 
Dong  Tien  oenbinai  operations  were  oentinued  between  the  1-28  and  2/8 
at  FSB  Gela,  FSB  ^  (5Cr681486) ,  and,  as  of  31  Oct  69,  FSB  ApwUo  (XP637507) . 
The  2-28  Inf  continued  similar  operations  with  the  1/3  at  FSB  Mahcne  II 
(Xr521429)  (reneped  FSB  Kien)  until  14  69.  At  tJiat  date  the  1/8  was 

replaced  by  the  3/8  AFMJ.  All  sponsored  units  were  from  the  Sth  ARVN  Itegt, 
5th  AFRM  Division. 


(b)  The  most  striking  problem  in  eevh  ABWi  battalion  proved  to  be  the 
inaperienoe  of  small  unit  leaders,  and  the  dependence  of  the  staff  and 
subordinate  ootroandera  on  the  batt^on  oonmani^  for  leadership.  Without 
the  support,  resipply  and  oaramnications  assets  available  to  US  units,  the 
AH^  foroes  were  aoewstemed  to  ocnducting  only  battalion-size  field  oper¬ 
ations.  New,  with  the  ooeperatien  of  the  ARUN  battalion  connanders, 
deoentralized  operation  in  the  TrEpezoid  and  the  jungles  northeast  of  Lai 
Khe  ware  begun,  (^jerating  from  either  joint  or  colocated  tactical  eperatiens 
centers  (TOC) ,  the  US  and  AFMI  battalion  oenmanders  planned  daily  operations 
in  a  joint  AD.  For  the  first  time,  suffidait  assets  were  available  to 
support  AIWI  oorpary  and  platoon-size  cp^^ons.  To  assist  the  ARi®!  units, 
either  tlie  dual  oocpaiy  or  tin  cross-attached  platoon  oonoept  was  utilized. 
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In  tiie  ftmner,  one  IB  oonpany  and  ona  PSW  ocnpan/  wculd  share  a  jodnt 
JRO^  hawB  identical  missions,  and  operate  froa  a  joint  ocnpany  a>.  In  ^ 
latter,  the  ARM  ooBcany  viould  socchan^  one  of  its  platocns  for  a  US  pla- 
us  oosnuaicaaons  were  thus  always  available.  In  this  way,  the 
ARUN  units  haws  bean  aoqfosed  •to  US.  methods  of  operation  and  have  Inprcwed 
the  ^pialily  of  their  unit  Jeadexahip  Uuoui^  practical  eoqperience. 

In  additicn,  th^/  have  becone  fandliar  with  an  operational  area  vbich 
tdey  msy  have  to  assooe  full  xesponsibility  fee  in  the  fut\u». 

(c>  From  Augudt  to  October  1969,  the  2d  Brigade  has  oonAicted  exten¬ 
sive  Dong  Hen  cparatiais  with  the  7th  ARWN  Begt  in  the  central  and  southern 
pertiens  of  the  TMl.  Prom  July  toSeptaibpr,  the  1-18  and  4/7  infantry 
battalions  oonducipad  a  continuous  series  of  ooibined  operations  using  the 
dual  ccspaiv  oooeept.  Ihe  two  battalion  TOC  were  never  oenbined,  and  the 
real  wodc  was  dene. at  the  oonpany  level.  Normally,  the  ooipany  catmanders 
had  a  joint  CP  and  dedsiona  were  made  together.  For  ni<^t  airtushlng, 
ftrpuM%8i  were  cross-attachad  to  form  section  patrols  of  one  US  and  one  AINN 
sgusd*  **^^Q***  operations  served  to  familladze  the  4/7  with  the  area  north- 
e«t  of  Fba  Loi  md  develop  ARyH  small  unit  leaders.  Currently  tlie  Mm 
4/7  is  oondicting  rice  denial  and  aubueh  operations  freen  NDP  Venable  Heists 
(Xr902176}  in  conjunction  with  the  US  2-18. 

(d)  m  the  southMeBtem  portion  of  the  TACtt,  the  2-18  Inf  atteeptod 

to  the  colocated  bahtalion  oono^Jt  at  ESB  ^sortain  (3£r703145) 

with  ^  3/7  AIMI  battalion  in  Aigust  and  Septanber  1969.  Unfortunately, 
the  3/7  WM  OPOW  to  the  Phu  Hoa  District  Chief  at  the  time  and  was  tequi^ 
to  two  of  its  ocnpanles  at  Fhu  Hoa  Dong  village.  As  a  result,  the 

jiHirfi  oonnander  spent  only  two  or  three  ni^ts  at  FSB  Mortain. 
was  an  exchange  of  liaison  teams  between  Mortain  and  Plai  Hoa  Deng  and 
several  joint  operations  were  ocnpleted  with  the  one  ATNN  ocopary  that  did 
stay  «t  Mortain.  Both  units  participated  in  the  seal  and  search  of  Phu 
HM  Dong  (15-26- Sep  69)  after  which  the  1st  Infantry  Division  turned  over 
the  Phu  Hoa  «)  to  the  3d  Brigade,  82d  Aiihcme  Division,  and  the  3/7  was 
novod  out  of  Binh  Dueng -Provinoe. 

(e)  The  2/7  AWN  battalion  operated  extensively  with  the  1-26  W 

infentty  fron  12  to  23  Sep  69  and  vdth  the  1-18  Inf  frbm  24  Sep 

69  to  the  present.  In  Septeaber,  the  2/7  and  1-26  were  colocated  at  FSB 
laryniBpiy  HI  (Xr904318) .  Daily  field  operatiais  v«re  conducted  from 
neaeaSv  III  «d  FS»  Jhu  (Xr882392)  v*i<h  was  seoired  by  one  2/7  m/ti 
oospany,  one  mechanlsied  o^Rpany  from  the  2-2  Inf,  and  one  TB  artillery 
battazy.  Ihe  oenpeny  cenoept  was  litplatented  with  joint  ooipany  CP. 
Thty  main  objective  was  to  prepaxa  the  2/7  to  assuna  respcnsiblll'ty 

ESB  Jim  and  the  suixounding  AD.  This  was  acootpUsh^  by  1  Oct  69. 

Octdnr  1969,  the  2/7,  sujported  by  IB  artillery  at  Jim  and  Noraany  III, 
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and  in  coordination  with  the  1-18  eilso  at  iJomian(^  III,  has  oondocted 
^texjsive  sn\all  unit  operations  in  its  a-m  /£).  Tliis  was  tJ;e  first  ATW'J 
unit  to  oocxpy  and  tiice  ocnplete  responsibility  of  a  FSB  in  a  critical 
aecticn  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  TADI. 

(f)  Under  tie  eDoapioes  of  the  2cl  Brigade  end  tlie  ’^th  JvRVTJ  Pagiment, 

a  Coibined  Strike  Force  (CSF)  wes  organized  at  Phu  Van  Re.se  Canp  (Xr843i46) 
in  August  1969.  Here,  a  joint  US/^iWN  staff  trained  one  US  and  one  ARW 
oenpany  in  advanced  field  techniques.  After  about  one  v/oek  of  training, 
the  CSF  acted  as  a  60-njinuta  quick  leactlcxi  force  ready-  to  move  anyv^ere 
in  the  diviaion  TPd,  Although  the  concept  worked  well  v/ith  the  7th 
ARWJ  Reoonnaiasanoe  Oonpax^,  inherent  Icgisticcil  prcblens  'vere  ocnplicoted 
by  -tile  ineaq^eriance  of  sucaisaive  AR\N  units.  Thus  it  i^as  decided  to 
terminate  the  CSF  on  14  Sep  69.  The  eivperintent  pointed  cut  tliat  such 
advanced  tactics  woriced  best  only  id.th  experienced  iJMJ  units. 

(g)  Artillery  Dong  Tien  eperatiens  ocritienced  cn  3  Jul  69  between  the 
2d  Battaliion,  33d  Jirtillary,  and  elements  of  the  51st  Artillery,  5th 
AIM!  Division.  After  a  two-wed<  training  program  at  Lai  Khe  which  stressed 
airlift  and  airmebile  eperatiens,  radar  registration,  crew  drill,  and  US 
artillery  direct  support  procedures,  A  Battery,  51st  Arty,  was  moved  by 
rotary  wing  aircraft  to  ISB  llahcne  IX  (Kien) ,  Since  then ,  it  has  contin¬ 
ually  si^ported  the  oct±>ined  operations  of  the  2-28  and  8th  Regiment  Deng 
Tien  infantry  battalions.  In  addition  to  enhancing  tlie  indirect  fire 
port  oouerage  in  the  Trapezoid,  the  artillery  Dong  Tien  program  has  dsvel- 
epad  an  integrated  fire  ooordinaticn  a^'ste.n  for  use  as  additional  AEVl'l 
oortjat  svpport  vnits  are  brought  into  areas  previa.isly  secured  by  US  forc.;3 

(h)  In  July  and  August  1969 ,  a  ^ort  but  significant  series  of  Deng 
Tien  eperatione  was  ocnductad  between  the  2-18  US  infantry  battalion  and 
the  34th  AIWJ  Ranger  Battalion  in  the  Thu  Due  District  (in  the  southeastern 
po^cn  of  tlie  TAd) .  From  15  Jul  tc  7  A:ig  69,  the  ARW  unit  operated 
jointly  with  the  2-18  in  order  to  leam  the  successful  tactics  and  epera- 
tLcnal  techniques  enplqyad  in  that  area.  On  7  Aug  69,  the  Ihu  ..-ac  hO  was 
oonpletely  taken  over  by  the  34th  Rangers ,  pennitting  the  2-18  to  move 
north. 


(i)  Since  the  start  of  the  Etong  Tien  program,  the  performance  of 
involv^  ARCJ  laiits  has  steadily  risen.  To  d^e,  the  increased  performance 
has  been  aeqaapaniqd  by  increcs*^?.  xesur-s,  Froii  1  Jul  69  to  the  present, 

392  eneiiy'  have  beai  eliminated  by  the  7th  and  8th  ARV^T  l^iments.  This  is 
but  one  meaflure  of  the  program's  success  and  shews  that  the  strong  efforts 
gut  into  Dong  Tien  by  Ist  Infantry  Division  units  have  been  extremely 
productive. 
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d.  Training. 

(1)  R^laoeraent  training. 

(a)  Tjiere  were  9,081  rcplaoenEnts  trained  by  the  division  school 
during  the  re^rting  period. 

(b)  Sinoe  tiie  school  opened  on  15  February  1969,  there  have  been 
14,636  replaoeriients  trained. 

(2)  Sniper  training. 

(a)  During  tlie  reporting  rjerlod,  tiie  following  18-day  sniper  classes 
M37.3  oc; -ducted: 

Class  No.  Start/End  Date  ^3o.  Snipers  Graduated 

5  16  Aug  -  3  Sep  12 

6  9  Sep  -  27  Sep  16 

7  29  Oct  -  16  Nov  (20  in  class) 

(b)  Ist  Infantry  Division  anipers  eliminated  27  Octntiunist/iI^.?L  during 

the  €Tree  month  period. 

(c)  Total  bc*^  count  to  date:  57  KIA. 

(d)  As  of  31  Oct  69,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  had  48  snipers  d^loii'ed 
in  the  field. 

(3)  Division  ifcbile  Training  Team  (r4lT) . 

(a)  The  follcwing  training  was  ocnducted  by  the  MTT  during  this 
period: 

Month  Students  Hours  of  Instruction  Man  Hours 

/ngust  4571  157  11,124 

September  5657  272  17,317 

October  6216  308  23,600 


(b)  A  nxbile  training  team  ocnpoBed  of  t5.70  NOT  and  one  ex-sapper 
rallier/Kit  Ceirson  Soout  demonstrate  the  ccpabilities  of  and  defense 
against  sapper  attacks.  The  team  presented  this  instruction  at  all  1st 
I^antry  Division  base  carps,  fire  s\pport  bases,  and  bridge  instaJ-laticns . 
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(4)  Kit  Carson  Scout  training.  Ihere  were  32  Soouts  tredned  by  the 
Divlslcn  Training  Comnand  during  tiva  reporting  period. 


(5)  ms  Schools: 


Oouise 


Location 


No.  of  btudants 


MM3V  Raoendo 

Nha  Trang 

16 

AARTS 

VUng  Tau 

22 

AH-liS 

VUng  Taa 

3 

(»-6A  IP/SIP 

VUng  Tau 

1 

Signal 

Long  Binh 

54 

JEST 

Republic  of  Philippines 

9 

PXX 

Long  Binh 

36 

Audio-Visual 

Long  Binh 

8 

Generator  Thg 

Long  Binh 

54 

NCR  500 

Long  Binh 

2 

e.  IntalXigonoe:  The  Ist  Infantry  Divlslcn' s  area  of  operaticns  starts 
ifiproDdmately  10  ioa  north  of  Saigon.  The  divlslcn  includes  tiie  inajor 
pension  of  Blnh  Duong,  souHiem  Binh  Long,  western  Long  Khanli,  nortliem 
Gia  Dinh  and  northern  Biai  Hoa  Pro'.lnoae.  This  area,  appxcodmately  70 
km  east  to  wttt  and  55  kn  north  to  south,  Includes  tlU  major  Comunist 
Infiltration  routes  to  Salgcn.  The  Salgcn  River  on  the  west  and  the  Deng 
Nal  River  on  the  east  provida  natural  hl^£^  for  both  friendly  and  eneri:^’^ 
forces.  SMoept  for  the  large  Mlchelln  R:(bber  Plantaticn  in  the  nortir^t, 
tiie  nortliem  section  of  the  division's  TPCO.  Is  mostly  jungle  terrain  with 
scattered  settlenants  along  waten^ays  and  major  roads.  licst  of  the  popu- 
latlcn  lives  in  the  central  and  southern  persons  of  the  TMS.  The  iso¬ 
lation  of  the  eneny  from  this  vulnerable  zone  is  oonsidered  critical  to  the 
cvexall  war  effort.  The  following  secticn  is  an  outline  of  the  Enai^  Order 
of  Battle. 


(1)  The  strengths  of  ensRV  fatoes  operating  in  the  1st  Infantiy  Divl' 
slon  TXa.  ere  estimtsd  as  follows: 


Main  Fesxs  Killteay  Personnel  2945 
Local  Force  and  Guerrilla  Personnel  1043 
Total  Estimated  Canbat  Strength  3988 
Logistical  Support  Personnsl  900 
Total  Strength  (estimated)  4888 


(2)  The  known  ratt  of  Infiltration  e^paars  to  hsive  been  inadequate  to 
maintain  eneoy  strength  in  the  division  TAOI.  iQxMn  infiltration'  into  the 
area  decreased  during  August,  Septeeber  and  Octeber  1969.  Exact  current 
figures  for  infiltration  into  the  1st  Infantry  Division  TAH  are  lust  known. 
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(3)  Specific  reinforoonente  available  fran  outside  the  division  TPOl 
ore  froa  tlie  1st,  5th,  7th  and  9th  Divj.sicna.  All  units  within  the  division 
TADI  can  eoqpected  to  have  artillery  units  in  support. 

(4)  Tlie  accepted  locations  of  ocnfimed  eneny  units  within  the  division 
TADI  and  along  its  periphery  ax&z 

Corrbat 

Unit  Strength  Effectiveness  Current  Probable  Location 

SR-1 


101  Ftegi; 

700 

C/E 

Trapezoitl/Michelin  area 

2S8  Regt 

600 

C/E 

Ho  ^/Boi  Loi  area 

Quyet  Thang  I  & 

2Qllf^arginalX:/E 

Filhol/Phu  Hoa  area 

II  Bns 

SXh  Arty 

200 

C/B 

Ho  Bo  Woods/Bouthem 

9th  Arty  Bn 

Trapezoid 

130 

C/E 

Southern  Trapezoid 

SIV5 

Uong  Nai  Pegt 

800-900 

C/E 

Seng  Be  Corridor/ 
Crtcher's  ilitt 

69  Arty  Coed 


96  :  rty  ?tegt 

800 

C/E 

K33  Arty  Bn 

200 

C/E 

W  of  Phuoc  Vinh 

K34  Arty  Bn 

200 

C/E 

N  of  Tty  Ninh  City 

K35  Arty  Bn 

200 

C/E 

Long  Nguyen/Michelin  area 

74  Arty  Begt 

800 

C/E 

Dispersed  in  Catcher's 

Id-tt,  southern  War 
Zone  D,  3ien  Hoa  Pro¬ 
vince  area 


Local  Force  Uhits 


C61  Ben  Cat  Co 

40 

C/E 

Dispersed  along  Thi  "Tinh 
Piver 

C62  Cheu  Thanh  Co 

40 

C/E 

^  SE  of  Chanh  luu 

C63  Lai  Thieu  Co 

40 

C/t 

'  An  Sen/Lai  Thieu  area 

C64  Dau  Tieng  Co 

100 

C/E 

IfiLchelin/iJorthem  Trap- 

e’:oiu  area 
IC/B  An  Son  area 
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Conbat 

Itolt  Strength  Effectiveness  Current  Probable  Location 

m  Catcher’s  Mitt 
Phu  Hoa  area 
Phu  Hoa  area 

War  Zone  C,  large  portion 
of  SP!-5,  U-l  ^  Ba 
Bien  Prince 
rUchelin,  Trapezoid, 
Saigcn  RLver  Corridor 

(5)  The  accepted  locations  of  oonfinned  enaiy  units  considered  avail¬ 
able  as  reinforoamsnts  are: 

Ccobat 


unit  strength 

Effectiveness 

Current  Probable  Location 

1st  Wk  Divlsicn 

3250 

C/E 

gSCKgE - 

1100 

C/E 

XT3280 

lOlD  nagt 

5th  OCRciaiist  Division 

500-800  C/E 

4500 

V15  Base  area.  War  Zone  C 

95h  Bogt 

1100 

C/E 

Northern  Phuoc  Long 
Provinoe 

174  tegt 

1000 

C/E 

MS'?  of  Due  Phueng 

275  Begt 

UOO 

C/E 

MB  of  Song  Be 

7th  wtSi  Division 

4500 

C/E 

Tirap - 

1000 

C/E 

XD6511 

165  Regt 

1200 

C/B 

XU9016 

209  Regt 

1000 

C/E 

XU6608 

9th  Ccanunist  Division 

4300 

C/E 

2>l”BBgt 

1100 

C/E 

Fishhook 

272  Regt 

UOO 

C/E 

War  Zone  C 

88  Regt 

1000 

C/D 

Western  Tay  iJinh  Province 

C301  Tan  U/en  Oo 

180 

C/E 

ao  CU  (hi  03 

5 

Nen-C/E 

C25  Cu  Chi  Co 

20 

C/E 

81st  Rsar  Service  Gp 

100-200 

N/L 

83d  Rsar  Service  Gp 

500-700 

NA 

(6)  Deng  Mai  Regiittentt  The  Oeng  Nai  Regiinent  (niB)  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  several  tines  during  the  last  three  incntlis. 

(a)  cn  2  Aig  69,  at  XI883168,  a  rallier  fzaa  C1/K4  Battalion,  reported 
that  he  was  a  bodyguard  foo:  Ut  T^ianh,  the  political  officer  of  the  K4  Bat¬ 
talion.  The  rallier  also  reported  that,  at  the  end  of  Jtme,  the  Cl  Cenpany, 
K4  Battalion,  left  Ba  Tao  (vie  Xr8450)  and  moved  to  Suoi  Loi  (vie  xr8030) 
with  tha  nassicn  of  qperating  near  t^ie  Luu  axea^  On  5  documents 

taken  fron  a  KIA  ac  vie  xrS78488  identified  the  K2  Battalion,  BNP.  The 
document  revealed  that  as  of  30  Jul  69,  the  K2  Battalion  had  109  men 
divided  into  a  battalion  headguarters,  a  signal  platoon,  a  reoon  platoon, 
and  four  ocnpcnies  (designated  C5,  C6,  C7  and  C8) .  The  mission  of  the 
K2  Bsttalipnwas  to  ocnduct  oonoentrat^  attacks  in  coordination  with  Kl, 
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K3  end  K4  Battalicns,  on  eneny  positions  believed  to  to  in  the  Binh  Duong 
Provincial  Capital  Area.  On  19  Aug,  the  Phu  Chanh  RF  Ccnpany  reoeived  a 
rallier  vie  X'f861230  viho  identified  the  022  Reoon  Ccnpany,  ONR,  and 
reported  that  the  C3/K3  Battadicn,  Q^R,  would  conduct  eperations  in  the 
Lai  Ihieu  area.  He  also  reported  that  the  CNR  would  move  south  into  the 
Lai  Thieu  area,  and  locate  the  Kl  Battalion,  IDR,  in  ttie  Tan  uyen  area, 
the  K2  Battadicn  and  too  oenpanies  of  the  K3  Battaliox  in  the  Lai  Thieu 
area,  and  the  K4  Batt2dlQn  in  the  Chzinh  Luu  -  Hoa  Loi  area,  ^t  Xr919334, 
on  26  Aug,  a  FW,  identified  as  a  nenber  of  Cl  Ccnpai^r  Kl  Dattaicn,  D^R, 
claimed  that  he  was  on  a  riae>gathering  missicn  when  captured.  He 
identified  a  base  caip  located  at  yT352344  for  the  last  1  1/2  years, 
reported  the  strength  of  Cl  at  70  men,  and  explained  that  the  Kl  Battalicn 
goes  to  Binh  to  procure  rice.  Ch  31  Aug,  a  EW  captured  vie  Xr914434 
identified  the  C6/K2  Battedion,  CNR.  The  W  reported  the  strength  of  the 
K2  Battalicn  at  120  men,  its  l^atlcn  vie  }cr895415,  and  that  the  K2 
cbtalned  rioe  from  Phuoc  Hoa. 

(b)  On  3  Sep  at  }er893136,  a  rallier  identified  himself  as  a  member 

of  tlie  Bacon  His  mission  was  to  reoon  a  route  frero  the  Phu 

Chanh  area  to  ^u  Due  in  order  to  allow  the  K2  Battalion,  mp^  to  move 
acASth  safely.  On  7  Sep,  vie  xr786305,  a  ICil  received  SA  ground  fire  and 
went  df^.  A  contact  ensued  with  a  total  of  five  eneny  KIA  and  five  PL4 
found  in  a  bunker.  These  PT4  identified  the  K4  Battaicn,  ENR,  and  reoorted 
that  their  ntisslcn  was  to  set  tp  a  forvazd  CP  for  the  K4  Battalicn.  ~ 

(c)  A  P(f  cs^tured  on  10  Oct  at  Xr816395,  was  identified  as  tlia  of 

HQ  Oenpany,  K4  Battalion,  CNR.  He  rqported  that  the  K4  Battalion  has  a 
strength  of  230  men  end  was  dispersed  east  of  13  and  north  of 

Highway  301.  Cn  X4  Oct  Chon  Thinh  District  received  a  rallier  who  was 
identified  as  a  nwher  of  C4  Recon  CCDpaiy/DNR.  The  rallier  reported  a 
base  canp  located  at  Linh  (xr&74533) .  iie  also  reported  that  the 
unit's  missicn  was  to  recon  all  targets  of  the  ENR  and  that  the  sipport 
OQRpanies  werer  to  build  base-  canps  vie  Jer&355  -  xr8557.  cn  27  Oct  at 
Xi'968286,  elements  of  the  4/7  AFS/N  Infantry  Battalion  led  a  zalUer 
engaged  an  unknown  nusher  of  in  a  platocnrsize  base  caqp  with  SA  fire. 
Ihe  msi  returned,  fire  with  then  withdrew  to  the  nxtti  and  nocti^ast. 

The  results  of  the  contact  were  six  NVA  KEA  and  doconents  czptured  which 
IdentifieKl  the  reoon  platoon  of  the  Kl  Battalicn,  ENR. 

(7)  101  Regtmentt  From  August  to  October  1969,  the  101  Regimetit 

was  idendfied  in  nuneroos  friendly  initiate  ocntacts,  but  the  regiment 
was  not  involved  in  any  large  scale  offiensives. 

(a)  In  August  a  rosgor  reXooaticn  of  the  101  Regiment  place.  The 
Kl  Bettalicn  and  Regirehtal  KQ  relocate^  to  tlie  lang  Ngiyen  Saezet  Zone; 
the  K2  Battalicn  relocated  to  the  Boi  Loi  Hoods;  zaid  the  K3  Battalicn  to 
the  Trepemoid.  Regimental  strength  of  the  101  was  cpprcDdmately  700  mai. 
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Significant  activity  oi  5  Aug  resulted  in  35  KIA  and  four  PW  who  were 
later  identified  os  nenbexs  of  the  101  Pegiifent,  On  6  Aug,  a  FW  cs^tured 
after  a  oontact  resultixvg  in  10  KIA,  identified  elements  of  the  101  Regiment. 

(b)  In  Septenber,  various  elements  of  the  101  Itegiment  again  changed 
their  locations.  Ihe  K1  Battalion  was  located  east  of  the  Michelin.  the 
K2  Battalion  in  the  Boi  Led  Woods  and  the  K3  Battalion  with  the  Regimental 
HQ  in  the  Trc^)ezQld.  Ihough  the  101  Regt  continued  to  atvoid  ocntact  during 
S^tenber,  it  was  identified  in  se^^al  friendly  initiated  ocntacts.  Cn  1 
Sep,  the  8th  AFMI  Regt  killed  18  eneny  and  captured  one  FW.  vho  identified 
the  K1  Battalion,  101  Regiment,  and  reported  that  his  unit  was  on  a  food 
xesvpply  mission.  Cn  22  Sep,  PBR  killed  25  aiaiy  swinming  In  the  Saigon 
River,  vho  were  later  identified  as  members  of  the  101  Regiment.  Docunents 
taken  off  a  KIA  stated  that  the  K3  Battalion,  101  Regiment,  was  to  ocncuct 
oembat  operations  vhile  the  rest  of  the  regiment  would  be  engaged  in  trans¬ 
porting  10  metric  tons  of  sipplies. 

(c)  In  October,  the  Rsgiment  again  chang^  its  locations.  Ihe  K1 
Batt^cn,  vhich  was  believed  to  be  involved  in  tran^jort  i-jg  muDitions 
relocated  to  an  area  northeast  and  east  of  the  Michelin.  The  K2  Batt^cn, 
believed  to  be  acting  as  a  security  force  for  Sft-1  HQ,  relocated  to  the 
Trapezoid  area.  Ohe  K3  Battalion  relocated  to  the  area  east  of  the 
Michelin  and  is  the  only  battalion  believed  to  have  a  oonfoat  mission.  Cn 
13  Oct,  18  eneny  were  killed  and  documents  identified  elements  of  the  101 
Regiment. 

(8)  CIO  Cu  Chi  Local  Faroe  Ccitpa:^.  Although  CIO  was  contacted  only 
once  in  the  months  of  August,  Septenber,  and  October  1969,  it  was  identified 
by  PW  and  ralliers  taken  in  the  Phu  Hoa  Deng  Village  Seal  16-25  Sep.  As 

a  result  of  the  seal,  the  unit  is  held  with  a  stren^  of  less  than  five 
xten,  possibly  anted  vdth  1  B40.  'Ihore  has  been  no  contact  with  the  unit 
since  the  seal,  but  indicati.cns  point  to  the  possibility  that  the  remainder 
of  CIO  hcis  oerbined  vdth  the  C25  CU  Chi  Local  Force  Co.  The  unit  is  held 
in  the  Phu  Hoa  area  near  Riu  %  Village  (vie  xr711183) .  As  an  ind^endent 
element,  the  unit  is  oensidered  ncnccnbat  effective  at  the  present  time. 

(9)  C25  Cu  Chi  Local  Force  Cenpar^.  C25  was  ocntacted  in  the  Phu  Koa 
Dong  Village  Seal  16-25  Sep.  IVro  EW  taken  in  the  seal  stated  that  C25  was 
divided  into  two  elements:  C25A  and  C2SB;  each  element  has  a  strength  of 
10  men.  The  unit  is  held  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  %  (V)  near  Phu  Hoa  Deng 
(vie  XP711183).  In  a  contact  on  20  Oct  69,  vie  xr694178,  the  3-82  Abn  Bde 
ceptured  documents  from  six  KIA  which  identified  the  C25A  and  C25B  units. 
These  doaanents  were  dated  from  Mardi  to  October  1969 ,  and  gave  a  list  of 
personalities  in  C25A  and  C25B.  There  are  reoait  indications  that  C25  ma^^ 
be  planning  future  attacks  on  ta#ns  in  the  Phu  Hoa  area  arid  Phu  Hoa  Dona 
Village. 

(10)  C61  Ben  Cat  Local  Force  Unit,  (a)  Frcan  August  through  October 
1969,  C61  and  related  Boi  Cat  elements  yield  20  ralliers  and  two  EW.  Tnis 
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represents  about  one  out  of  every  6-7  oneny  that  nomwilly  q^erate  in  the 
AO  of  the  Ben  Cat  District  Oonmittae.  such  a  large  percentage  of  ralliers 
iMy  be  e:^l2iined  by  effective  Allied  operaticns  in  the  area,  and  by  severe 
hardships  due  to  the  lack  of  food  and  3iJt3plie8.  The  C61  and  related  units 
yielded  three  redliers  during  August.  Cn  18  Aug,  a  fervale  rallier  from 
the  Finance  Section  of  the  Ben  Cat  District  Comiittee  said  the  C61,  c:5,  aiLd 
the  Fixranoe  Section  were  located  at  Xi‘683366.  She  jed  /'J.lied  elements  to 
a  location  vhere  a  large  amount  of  material  was  captured  and  57  bunkers 
ware  destroyed.  Bie  ralliers  said  C61  and  other  ocnminist  elements  were 
building  new  base  canpe  vie  )Cl’t'48393.  Cn  25  Aug,  a  rallier,  an  assistant 
squad  leadex,  reported  a  large  weapons  cache  at  XT6‘17393.  Cn  30  ivug, 
anoti^er  rallier  frm  the  C5  reported  that  his  unit  was  located  rear  XT715- 
367,  but  might  move  to  XK 48389.  The  C4  mortar  platoon  conducted  several 
mortar  attacks  against  Ben  Cat  during  the  month. 

(b)  In  Sqrtaiber,  there  were  five  ralliers  from  Ben  C.at  units.  Cn 
22  S^,  cne  rallier  frem  the  C3  Chot  Lai  Khe  reported  that  his  base  canp 
vras  located  vie  Xf?  16337.  Three  mentaers  of  Ben  Cat  uiiits  who  rallied  on 
24  and  25  near  Than  An  Village  were  on  rice  resupply  missiens.  Ihey 
reported  that  the  C61  base  canp  had  been  overrun  by  Allied  forces  and  that 
the  unit  was  dispersed  througheut  its  AO  in  3-4  nt'n  calls .  Several  docu¬ 
ments  captured  during  Septentoer  indicated  the  Ben  Cat  units  would  increase 
their  mining  activities. 

(c)  During  October,  there  were  11  ralliers  and  two  PW  frm  various 
Ben  Cat  units.  Ihe  most  iirportant  of  these  was  a  PW  captured  on  10  Oct, 

who  was  a  marber  of  the  Ben  Cat  District  Cocinittee.  He  reported  the  locaticn 
of  C61,  C5  and  the  Ben  Cat  District  Camdttee  at  Xr695360,  xr686374  and 
xr695383.  The  other  FW  and  ralliers  generally  reported  a  similar  picturo 
of  the  status  of  the  C61  and  related  elanents.  In  this  period  before  tlie 
rice  harvest,  most  of  the  Coirunists  are  near  starvaticn  and  have  resorted 
to  eating  roots  and  leaves  in  order  to  survive.  Morale  is  extremely  lew, 
as  the  large  nvitber  of  ralliers  indicates.  Allied  sweeps  throu^iout  the 
C61  A3  have  forced  sane  elements  north,  to  vie  Xr6742,  and  west  to  Thi  TLih 
vie  xr6439.  The  strength  of  roost  units  'has  been  reduced.  Ihe  C61,  for 
exanple,  now  has  only  about  40  men,  half  of  whem  are  believed  to  be  in¬ 
capacitated  fron  disease  or  starvation.  As  a  result  of  Allied  exploitatici) 
of  ralliers,  several  substantial  caches  v;ere  discovered  in  the  area,  and 
several  base  canps  were  overrun.. 

(11)  C62  Local  Force  Conpany.  Ihe  C62  has  been  identified  only  cnce 
during  the  last  three  raenths.  Cn  21  Sep  69,  two  ralliers  at  xr860230 
reported  that  C62  was  located  vie  Xr846317.  The  strength  of  C62  is  be- 
tweai  40-50  men  who  are  working  in  ooordinaticn  with  two  caipanies  of  the 
K4  Battalion,  Dong  Nai  Regiment,  in  the  Chanh  Luu  -  Hoa  Loi  area. 

(12)  C63  Local  Force  Cenpany.  The  C63  has  not  bear  contacted  since 
August,  Cn  10  Aug,  at  Lai  Hueu  District  (Xr866055) ,  five  ralliers  were 
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recoivsd;  one  fenale  cc!iTiiO“li3isisi  soldier,  cns  assistant  platocn  leacfer, 
one  platoon  leader  and  two  soldiers.  Ch  11  Axig,  at  the  Lai  Thieu  District, 
a  rallier  identified  himself  as  a  squad  leader  of  C63.  He  surrcaidered  cne 
82inn  nortar,  one  61inn  mortar,  two  B40s,  two  K54s,  cne  ,38  cal  pistol,  two 
,45  cal  pistols,  one  PHC-25  and  a  qucuitity  of  dooments,  Cn  D  Aug,  at 
Lai  Thieu  District,  a  PW  identified  as  a  platoon  leader  of  C63  stated  that 
C63  lost  ocntact  with  Lai  Thieu  District  HQ  two  mcnths  earlier.  Since  tlien, 
C63  has  remained  out  of  oonteict.  He  stated  that  the  K2  and  K3  Bns,  Dong 
Nai.  Regiment,  withdrew  fron  Lai  Thteu  District  approximately  two  mcnths 
ago.  While  in  Lai  Thieu  District,  K2  Battalion  suffered  20-30  KIA  and  K3 
Battalion  lost  60-70  men.  Both  the  K2  Battalion  and  K3  BattaLLion  are  having 
difficulties  with  food  svpplies. 

(13)  Tlie  C64  Dau  Tieng  District  Unit.  The  C64  Loccd  Force  Ccttpany,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  knowled^etole  rallier,  avoided  identifiable  ocntact 
during  August  1S69.  The  unit  is  believed  to  have  conducted  mortar  attacks  m 
the  hau  Tieng  area,  but  no  definite  idaitificaticn  of  the  C64  doing  so  was 
made.  On  7  Aug,  a  rillier  who  was  an  adndnistrative  chief  of  the  Dau  Tieng 
District  Ccxmattee,  r^xxted  that  the  District  HQ  section  and  several  sub¬ 
ordinate  units  were  located  vie  XP538566;  the  Cl  Mobile  Platoon  vie  XP546- 
446;  the  C2  Platoon  vie  Xr506523;  the  B5  Heavy  Vleapms  Platoon  vie  Xr505524; 
and  the  B4  Fenicile  Mortar  Platcxn  vie  xr506424.  In  Sc5)tent)er,  the  C64  avoic^ 
cdl  identifiable  cxntacrt;.  Serreral  agent  r^xarts  located  tte  unit  south  of 
its  normal  AO  in  the  Thanh  An  Village  area.  In  Octcber,  there  j  three 
rcilliers  from  the  unit.  Ch  7  Oct,  a  female  rallier  fron  the  B4  Fonale 
mortar  platoon  indicated  that  the  M  had  just  received  10  new  manbers.  Cn 

11  0c±,  a  rallier,  who  claimed  to  be  a  former  00  of  C64,  reported  that 
there  were  80  members  of  the  unit  near  m00490.  A  15  Oct  fenale  rallier 
from  the  E4  unit  reported  that  her  unit  had  recently  acquired  10  new  merhers, 
but  seme  were  soon  to  be  salt  to  Canixjdia  for  an  unspecified  type  of  train¬ 
ing  vhile  the  rest  waited  vie  Xr488517, 

(14)  C65  local  Forcje  Cerpany:  The  C65  has  been  identified  several  times 

in  the  l^t  three  mcnths,  Ch  2  69,  at  xr814204,  a  rallier  claiming  to 

be  a  medic,  r^x^rted  that  SR-5  had  assigned  12  NVA  soldiers  to  the  C65. 

Ihis  was  cnly  a  tenporary  nbve,  since  th^  wcxild  return  to  SH>5  as  socn  as 
C65  oould  recruit  l<-cal  personnel.  Ch  4  Oct,  the  1-4  Cav  and  the  794  IF 

Co  cmducted  an  operation  against  a  C65  base  canp.  Results  were:  six  enen^' 
KtA  and  nine  Pfl,  of  the  C65  local  Force  Cenpany.  On  7  Oct  at  Phu  Cueng, 
a  rallier  r^xjrtoi  that  he  was  a  squad  leader  in  C65,  and  that  in  May  the 
unit  had  received  12  tJVA  replacements.  Ch  8  Oct  at  Chau  Theaih  District,  a 
rallier  r^xrrted  that  there  were  only  ei^t  men  left  in  C65.  He  also  led 
district  forces  to  a  weepen  cache  vie  xr8222. 

(15)  C301  Tan  Uyen  local  EOros  Coipany.  The  C301  was  identified  by  a 
rallier  to  the  SLen  Hoa  Srb-Secter  cn  3  Oct  69.  Ihe  rallier  reported  that 
the  Tan  Uyen  local  Force  Cenpany  was  operating  with  guerrillas  in  Binb 
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Binh  Oo,  Tan  lyen  and  Khanh  Van  Villages,  vrlth  a  total  strength  of  100 
men.  On  17  Oc±,  vie  Xr964235,  the  464  IF  Cb  antnshed  15  Oemunists  result¬ 
ing  in  five  eneny  KIA  and  one  WIA.  The  FW  reported  that  he  was  fran  C301 
Loceil  Faroe  Ccepany,  which  held  a  strength  of  150  nen  and  a  trisslcn  of  trans¬ 
porting  emniticn  across  the  Seng  Be  ^ver.  It  is  possible  that  the  C302 
and  C303  Tan  Oyen  Lcx:al  Pocoe  Oenpanies,  viiich  haven't  been  identified  since 
Deoenber  1968,  ney  have  cotbined  with  C301  and  are  operating  in  the  Ten 
Oyen  area. 

(16)  I)ear  Service  Grotp  83: 

(a)  August  1969:  near  Service  Grcq?  (ISG)  83  oentinued  supply  epera- 
tlcns  during  August,  with  the  heaviest  activity  oenbered  along  the  Saigon 
River  near  Ben  Chua  Hamlet  (vie  xr5536)  •  Cn  6  Aug,  a  rallier  identified 
hiafielf  as  a  forced  laborer  for  RSG  83.  The  scuroe  rallied  ct  XT551365 
during  a  seal  c£  Ben  Chua.  TWo  detainees  picked  up  at  X3554363  on  24  Aur, 
also  identified  themselves  as  farced  l«±icters  working  for  RSG  83.  AW 
captured  on  25  Aug  at  XIS85371,  identifiod  his  unit  as  B3  Platccr.,  FSG  83. 

The  lest  locaticn  of  the  unit  knomto  the  scuroe  was  vie  xr575364,  cn  24 
Tiig,  Docunents  Identifying  RSG  83  or  its  sibordinate  elenents  were  found 
as  follows:  On  1  Aug  at  Xr564463;  on  14  Aug  at  xr658493  and  xr594433;  cn 
IS  Aug  at  xr592432;  cn  24  Aug  at  xr636387;  and  cn  25  Aug  at  XT585371. 

(b)  September  1969:  RS6  83  oentinued  eperatiens  during  S^tenber  slang 

the  Saigen  Idver  Oorrictar  with  the  primary  ndssicn  of  supplying  enemy  units 
in  SR-1,  particularly  In  the  Trape*^  and  Boi  Id  Wbods  areas.  Activity  was 
heaviest  alcng  the  river  near  Chua  Hzxnlet  (vie  ISTSSSS)  •  AW  captured  cn 
21  Sep,  identified  himself  as  a  platoon  leader  of  the  C125  Transportation 
ernpany,  ISG  83.  The  IW  had  bean  wounded  cn  19  by  a  gunship  and  was 
picked  ;p)  at  xr587387  during  a  sweep.  The  scuroe  reported  that  his  unit 
base  camp  was  located  vie  xr5739  in  the  Bau  Mho  Plantation  area.  He 

was  en  route  to  Ben  Owa  for  rioe  when  wetnded,  and  sihsequently  was  op- 
tured.  A  rallier  cn  27  S^,  Ben  Chua  Hamlet,  reported  that  he  mss  a  maiber 
of  B3  Platoon,  Cl  Oaipai^,  TSG  83,  and  had  helped  trcn^jcrt  rice  frem  xr54535i 
tc  Xr545364.  His  last  rloe  mlssicn  was  on  30  Aug,  Cn  or  about  1  Sep,  his 
unit's  base  esmp  was  overrun  by  Allied  forces,  and  he  ranained  with  the  ThcSih 
An  Village  Guerrillas  (vie  XI546384)  wtil  he  decided  to  rally.  Docurents 
.dentifying  elements  of  ISG  83  were  found  as  follows:  On  6  Sep,  at  XT545350; 
cn  11  Sep  at  xr542377|  on  27  Sep  in  a  base  camp  at  30589393;  cn  29  S^  in 

a  base  camp  at  30587373, 

(c)  Octeber  1969:  RSG  83  continued  supply  operations  during  October, 
trying  tc  find  new  food  source  and  supply  routes  to  help  edleviate  the 
crit.  cal  food  shortage  being  suffered  by  enaiy  units  in  SR-1,  On  21  Oct, 
a  rallier  identified  his  unit  as  the  3d  Platocn,  C222  Transportation  Cem- 
pary,  ISG  83,  The  source  rallied  to  PP  at  Suoi  Can  outpost  and  reported 
that  the  TO  cf  his  unit  was  in  the  Boi  Ici  area  vie  305234,  (I^:  1st  Cav  OLv 
SnSlH  #299) ,  AW  captured  on  23  Oct  by  2-lV25th  OB  Ihfeaitxy  Divisicn 

at  30543301,  identified  his  unit  as  C2,  ISG  83.  He  st2±ed  that  his  unit  was 
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located  southwest  of  Bimg  Gang  vie  Xr655315  (ref:  25th  Inf  Div  HUSm  #297) . 
Docvments  laentlfying  elenents  of  ISG  83  were  found  ee  follows:  on  8  Oct 
at  xr557443;  on  12  Oct  at  50601499;  on  16  Oc±  at  Xr615484;  on  16  Oct  at 
50610320;  on  20  Oct  at  XT562355;  cn  21  Otrt  at  50813456;  on  27  Oct  at  50655- 
313;  on  28  Oct  at  X3621330;  and  on  30  Oct  at  50635354, 

(d)  Other  FSG  identified  during  the  nenti^:  R5G  81,  82  aol  85  -  docu- 
maits  foavl  8  Oct  at  50557443;  FSG  81  -  docunents  found  8  Oct  at  50950357; 
IBG  82  -  docunents  found  20  Oct  at  50562355;  ISG  82  -  doarents  fcxnd 
24  Oct  at  xr634320;  and  ISG  50  -  documents  found  26  Oct  at  50574355. 

(17)  96th  ,’\rtillery  Raginent:  The  strength  c£  the  96th  ftrty  Itegt  is 
aEprcocunataly  800  men  and  it  oentinues  to  eperate  in  War  Zene  C.  Each  of 
its  three  fans  has  a  strength  of  t^rcadmately  200  men.  The  regiment  is 
ejpec^ed  to  emtirue  to  rocket  Tey  Ninh,  Lai  Khe,  Itou  Tieng  and  Phucx:  Vinh. 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  96th  Arty  Itegimsnt  relocated  its 
K34  Battalion  in  July  or  August  to  the  Tcy  Ninh  area.  The  K34's  ndssicn, 
vhich  had  been  tc  rocket  Lai  Khe,  was  assuuad  by  the  K35  !3c±talicn.  This 
left  the  K35  Battalicn  with  the  dual  ndssicn  of  raoLBiing  •  beth  Oeu  Tieng 
end  Lai  Khe. 

(b)  Tte  K33  Battalion,  vddeh  is  believed  to  be  located  north  cf  Phuoc 
Vinh,  oentinues  to  have  the  ndssicn  of  rocketing  that  IS  base  cenp, 

(c)  Presently,  K34  Battalicn  may  be  giving  artillery  suppert  to  units 
in  Tay  Ninh  Prrvincfi,  end  the  K35  Bn  msy  be  giving  artillery  stpport  to  SR-1, 

CL8)  8th  Artillery  Battalion: 

(a)  Since  August  1969,  there  have  been  indications  that  the  8th  Arty 
Br.  msy  have  split  into  two  tnits,  8A  end  8B.  Cn  26  Aug,  ceptured  docunents 
svg^Bted  that  SR-1  msy  hsive  fon^  an  artillery  regiment,  consisting  of 
the  D6,  D9  -and  DIO  battalicns.  Cn  27  Aug,  contact  resulted  in  15  eneny  KIA. 
Captured  docunents  identified  the  8th  Arty  Battalicn. 

(b)  cn  4  Sep,  there  was  an  indication  tiiat  the  8th  Arty  Dattalicn  itcy 
have-been  divided.  A  stated  that  the  8A  and  8B  units  h^  been  famed, 
tijat  88  wcuLd  eperaite  in  the  Ben  Cat  and  Dau  Tieng  Districts,  and  that  8A 
wculd  operate  in  the  Ho  Oo/CLtadsl  airea. 

(c)  on  4  and  22  Oct,  there  \4ere  indications  &cn  a  Bt  and  ckxunents 
that  a  10th  Arty  Battalion  had  been  activiated^  It  is  believed  that  the 
IDth  Arty  Battadicn  is  a  possible  AKA  for  the  8B  Artillery  uxLt  vhich 
%«111  operate  in  the  acuthem  TTapezedd  area.  It  is  aOso  believed  that 
the  8A  unit  will  operate  in  the  Ho  Do  Wbods/tltcidel  area. 

(19)  9th  Artillery  Battalion:  The  9th  Arty  Bn  retnahaed  relatively 
quiet  froa  August  to  Septeeber  1969,  but  was  identified  several  times 
during  tiie  month  of  Octrher.  Documents  ceptured  after  a  ocntact  zesultir<g 
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in  14  enaiy  KIA  on  28  Oct,  ictentifiad  the  C7,  C8  and  C9  oo^|>^nies,  9th 
Arty  Battalion.  It  is  believed  that  the  9th  Arty  Battalion,  with  a 
strength  of  130  men,  will  lenaln  In  the  lower  Trapezoid  area  and  continue 
its  ndssion  of  rcdcetting  Cu  Chi  and  providing  artillery  svpport  far  SR-1 
foroee.  The  9th  Arty  Battalion  may  be  low  on  amuniticn,  forcing  it  to 
ronaln  relatively  inactive  until  it  receives  supplies  and  replacsoents. 

f.  logistics: 

^  S^>tenber  1969,  additional  enphaeis  was  placed  on  prcperty 
^®®^^*^lity  and  aojuirlng  authorlzatticn  for  prcperty  cn-hand  in  excess 
Major  subordinate  ocitiDanders  were  directed  to  perfonn  quarter* 
ly  supply  inspections  of  all  Iheir  assigned  and  attached  units.  Reports 
of  these  inspections  were  forwarded  to  the  AOofiS,  G3,  for  review.  In 
additicn,  the  Supply  Logistics  Assistance  Team  (SLAP)  began  performing 
semiannual  im^)ections  6f  all  prcperty  books  in  the  division.  Deficiencies 
found  in  these  in^>ections  require  a  r^ly  indicating  eoticns  taken  to 
correct  these  errors.  The  SIAT  has  continued  to  conduct  inspections  as 
a  part  of  the  Annual  General  Inspections. 

(2)  For  several  wedcs  dbring  Octcber,  the  Ist  Infantry  Divisicn 

an  excess  material  tuxn~in  plan.  The  1-26  Infantiy  was  edlowed  to  turn  in 
exoess  material  cn  a  "no-question-asked"  basis  to  the  Ist  Supply  and 
^ansport  Battalion  yard  in  Di  An.  This  was  successful  and  cn  31  Oct  69, 
it  becanne  a  policy  thrcu^b-out  the  1st  Infantry  Division  to  accept  exoess 
materi^  turned  in  on  this  basis  each  Thursdcy  to  1st  SiT  yards  at  Lai 
^  pi  M  or  Dau  Tieng,  No  prcperty  book  credit  is  given.  Aooonpanying 
techrucal  inspections  and  log  book  documents  are  desii^,  but  not  required 
Dhits  use  org^c  transportation  to  deliver  the  itaw, 

(3)  Delivery  of  water  ty  helicopter  is  under  stuty.  By  31  Oct  69, 
eaA  infantry  battalion  had  been  issued  one  huordred,  3-g?illcn  bags  with 
»*uch  water  cen  be  safely  dropped  to  the  ground.  D/1-4  Cav  was  issued 
30  water  bags. 

(4)  Ej^loding  mines  have  been  a  oonstant  danger  to  armored  perscnnel 
carriezs.  In  order  to  protect  czewB  ftcm  esq>lcidix)g  mines  iinA>r  liie  surface 
of  APC,  belly  armor  kits  are  being  installed  cn  M113  armored  perscnnel 
oanlera.  As  of  31  Oct  69,  eight  Wts  had  been  installed.  New  M113s  are 
being  issued  with  kits  installed  and  additionaX  kits  are  installed 
cn  lew  mileage  v^cles  first. 

(5)  In  order  to  keqi  the  maintenanoe  of  ooibat  vehicles  at  a  hi^ 

1—16  Inf  (ifcitih)  has  begun  stytying  the  possibility  of  having 
their  quarterly  preventive  maintenanoe  sendees  dene  while  they  are  in 
a  field  locatLcn,  instead  of  bringing  their  v^cles  bade  to  a  base  ceop. 

So  far  the  unit  has  aooorplished  the  task  satisfactorily  cn  two  vdiicles 
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(6)  A  purchase  account  has  been  opened  to  cbtaun  3i;5)plle3  for  the 
health  and  \\relfare  of  male  and  femcile 

g.  Oiganizationt  Several  organizational  changes  took  place  vd.thin 
the  Ist  Infantry  Division  daring  the  reporting  period. 

(1)  The  Hi<^  Gear  (Ground  Sensor)  Platoon,  let  Military  Intelligence 
Detactment,  was  attached  to  Headjuarters  and  Headguarterg  Battery,  effective 
15  Aug  69,  as  directed  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order  Nutiber  9793, 

29  Aug  69, 

(2)  Cki  6  Oct  69,  ^dhe  2d  Battalion,  16th  Ihfantry,  was  detached  from 
the  2d  Brigade,  Ist  Intantiy  Division,  as  provided  for  in  1st  Infantry 
Division  Gaieral  Order  Nunber  12022,  7  Oct  69,  1st  Infantry  Division 
General  Order  Muiber  12023,  7  Oct  69,  directed  the  attacbnent  of  the  2d 
Battalion,  Ifith  Infantry,  to  the  3d  Brigade,  Ist  Infantiy  Division. 

(3)  Bie  Ist  Battalion,  26th  Infantry,  was  detached  from  the  Ist 
Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division,  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order 
Ninber  12024,  dated  7  Oct  69,  and  attached  to  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry 
Dlvlsicn,  by  1st  ^antty  Dlvisicn  General  Order  Nusber  12025,  7  Oct  69. 

(4)  As  directed  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order  Number  12024, 
dated  7  Oct  69,  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  was  detached  from  the  3d 
Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division,  and  attached  to  the  1st  Brigade,  1st 
Infantry  Division,  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Order  Number  12025, 

7  Oct  69. 

(5)  Co  B,  2d  Battalion,  34th  Armor,  was  detached  from  the  1st  Battalion, 
16th  Infantry  Mech  and  attached  to  the  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  Mech, 

20  Oct  64  by  1st  Infantry  Division  General  Ordar  Number  13861  and  13862, 
respectively. 

(6)  As  of  12  Oct  69,  action  on  all  requested  MTOE  changes  was  suspended 
by  USARV. 

h.  Pacification  campaign: 

(1)  Pacification  objectives:  During  the  reporting  period  significant 
gains  were  made  toward  the  attainment  of  the  pacification  objectives  in 
the  1st  Infantry  Division  TAOR.  The  goals  of  the  1969  Accelerated  Pacific¬ 
ation  Campaign  (APC) ,  Phase  II,  were  to  have  at  least  90%  of  the  population 
living  in  A,  B  and  C  hamlets  and  50%  living  in  A  and  B  hamlets  by  31  Oct 
69  (as  determined  by  the  Hamlet  Evaluation  System  or  HES  Rating),  At  the 
beginning  of  August,  96%  lived  in  A,  B  and  C  hamlets  and  40%  lived  in  A  and 
B  hamlets.  These  percentages  continued  to  Improve  during  September  and  by 
31  October  69,  98%  of  the  population  was, living  in  A,  B  and  C  hamlets 
and  757.  in  A  and  B  hamlets. 
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(2)  DLspositicn  of  nnitst  During  the  n^portlng  period,  the 
battalions  of  the  2d  Brigade  hove  beat  zepoeiticned  to  the  north, 
leaving  the  security  of  the  villages  and  heinlets  in  d  An,  Lai  Thieu  and 
Chau  lhanh  to  local  foroas,  southern  rhu  Hoa  District,  fonrerly  in  the 
2d  Brigade  AO,  was  taken  over  by  the  3>82d  Aizbome  Brigade  on  1  Oct  69. 

(3)  Territorial  aecurlty: 

(a)  £haiy  activity  daring  the  past  three  mcntha  has  been  liirdted 
to  harassing  actlcna,  and  terrorist  end  propaganda  activities.  Sixteen 
perscns  ware  assassinated,  cne  of  the  prine  targets  of  the  eneny  attacks 
has  been  the  Peeples  Self  Defense  Fcaroas  (PSEF)  j  six  of  those  people 
killed  were  FSrP  Aenbers. 

Cb)  Tie  general  decrease  in  eneny  activity  has  resulted  in  a  general 
inprovanent  of  territorial  security.  Althou^  several  hamlets  suffered 
a  seouzity  regression  doe  to  isolated  mining,  benbing,  or  terroxist  in- 
cidants,  the  overzill  HBS  security  status  ooitinuad  to  irprove  despite  these 
ieg!?e88lon3. 

Tie  HES  rating  is  cotposed  of  a  security  porticn  and  a  develcpcient 
portion}  the  oortiinaticn  of  the  two  gives  the  cverall  HES  rating  for  the 
henlet.  It  is  possible  for  a  hamlet  to  have  an  cverall  "C*  rating  and 
still  be  rated  "If  in  aeouxitye  For  exanple,  ciU  four  hcmlets  in  the 
village  of  Phu  Hoa  Dong  were  rated  "(f  in  Au^t  1969.  In  Sepbenber,  a 
successful  seal  operaticn  was  cxxiducted,  during  vhich  56  eneny  were 
either  killed,  ceptured,  or  Induced  to  rally.  But,  because  of  this  inr 
creased  activity,  the  security  rating  of  two  Fhu  Ikia  Dong  Hanlats  drepped 
to  a  'If*  However,  in  Octeber  the  HES  security  ratings  of  these  hamlets 
rose  end  now  reflects  their  iaprcfved  security  status.  Tie  ilBS  ratings 
will  continue  to  fluctuate  in  relatlcn  to  en^  activity  in'.the  ansa. 

(4)  Status  of  KF/PF  and  PSEFt 

(a)  Tieze  are  29  FF  oonpanies  and  118  PF  platoons  operating  in  the 
1st  Infantry  Divlsicn  TAOF.  Curraitly  all  of  these  forces  are  anoed  with 
the  nl6  rifle.  Tiese  forces  hove  the  nissicn  of  providing  local  security 
to  the  pcpulace.  Because  the  local  security  of  henlets  and  villages  is 
critical  to  the  pacLfLcaticn  effext,  the  effectiveneBS  of  each  RF^F  unit 
is  also  critical.  Personal  tdjsits  haws  been  made  to  each  District  BQ  to 
determine  the  true  status  each  BF  coipany  and  PF  platoon.  Tiese  visits 
haws  determined  that  most  FF  cenpanies  are  rated  marginal  or  adequate  by 
tile  district  aenior  advisors.  Each  district  has  one  PF  oenpaRy  \Mch  is 
rated  good  or  excellent  and  this  oonpany  is  usually  the  paai^  Feacticn 
Foros  for  the  district.  But  even  this  conpany  is  still  tied  to  its  oaopound 
at  ni^t.  Because  junior  leaders  are  often  weak  and  ineffective,  each 
ocapany's  perfonnanoe  is  dependent  on  the  ability  and  aggressiveness  of  the 
oenpeRy  oomiender.  Ihis  lack  cf  depth  sezlouBly  limits  the  effectiveness 
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of  these  units.  Tliere  are  cne  or  two  ocnpanies  raided  Inadequate,  and  this 
rating  was  based  priroarily  on  the  poor  performance  of  liie  ocniJary  ocxrmandar, 

(b)  Many  PF  platoons  are  considered  to  be  equal  to  the  best  RF  units. 
Curroitly ,  there  are  ID  PF  platoons  in  training  and,  by  the  end  of  Deoem- 
ber,  th^  wiD.  have  been  assigned  to  various  districts.  Plans  for  the 
future  also  include  the  use  of  one  RF  oatpany  in  each  district  as  a  quick- 
reaction  mobile  foroe,  capable  of  operati^  away  fran  its  base  for  several 
d^. 


(c)  In  an  effort  to  train  and  upgrade  RF/PF  units,  the  1st  Infantry 
niviaiai  has  conducted  a  series  of  ocnbinad  IB  -  FP/PF  operations.  During 
Octctoer  alone  there  ware  19  ocntoined  operations.  They  enable  ten  RF  cxxa- 
panles  and  nine  PF  platcxns  to  operate  eway  from  their  ocnpcunds  giving 
them  valu^le  field  ejperienoe  and  increased  ocnfidenoe  In  ♦heir  military 
abilities. 


(d)  The  Peoples  Self-Defense  Force  (PSDF)  ccntinuad  to  grow.  At 
^  cloM  of  Octeber,  there  were  ^roocimately  32,000  people  organized 
into  units;  20,000  were  trained  and  5,600  were  armed.  Althou^  60%  of 
tte  PSDF  have  be^  trained,  thi^  have  received  only  limited  instruc^cn 
in  mllltaxy  and  political  subjects.  Weapons  training  has  consisted  of 
only  short  instruction  periods  followed  by  firing  20-30  rtxnds  on  the 
range  for  familiarization.  IXtring  tiie  r^)ozting  period  thare  have  been 
several  PSDP  rallies  held  for  the  pujpose  of  Instilling  more  vitality 
into  the  PSDF  program.  Although  the  PSEP  are  rudimentary  militia  used 
strawy  for  hamlet  self-defense,  if  enplcyed  properly  as  a  supplement 
to  FF/PP  units,  th^  can  maike  valuable  ccntxibuticns  to  the  security  of 
the  local  pcpulatlcn. 

(5)  future  problem  areas  s  luring  Octcber  a  proposal  was  itwv»-  by 
t^  Blnh  Duong  Province  Chief  to  move  the  hamlet  of  Ben  Chua  (Ohanh  Ai 
Village}  In  Tri  Tam  District  to  the  north  near  Ben  Trahh  Harolrt,  oncae 
In  a  more  secure  area,  it  would  then  be  possible  to  inprove  Ben  Chua's 
lof  KES  rating.  But  this  violates  the  GW  policy  of  "taking  the  govem- 
mait  to  the  people,"  (^positicn  has  alreaify  been  vciaed  Jy  the  HI 
Corps  OORDS  Refugee  Ccn^ttee;  such  an  operatiLon  would  add  mote  than 
1,500  pecple  to  the  relief  rolls.  Also,  sane  progress  has  been  wi;v^  in 
v^jgrading  the  four  hamlets  in  Ihanh  An  illlage  over  the  past  three 
months.  Moreover ,  the  effort  involved  in  such  a  movement  wcAild  be  gzeat 
and  the  move  Itself  would  be  an  aidtiission  to  the  people  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  protect  them. 

(6)  Statistic£tl  sunoary:  The  following  is  a  statistical  sumnaty 
of  the  pacification  of  hanlets  within  the  TAD!  during  the  reporting 
period. 
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(a)  As  of  31  Aug  69} 


District 

A-B 

C 

D-E 

VC 

Tptol 

Lai  Thieu 

29,071 

8,081 

37,152 

Chau  Thanh 

83,545 

29,292 

112,837 

Ben  Cat 

7,405 

19,391 

26,796 

Tzl  Tan 

4,707 

4,661 

1,382 

3,441 

14,191 

Ihu  Glau 

612 

6,329 

6,941 

Jihu  Hoa 

24,691 

24,691 

f\an  Ifyen 

13,932 

a,308 

16,240 

Dl  M 

29,668 

10,215 

39,883 

Total 

168,940 

104,968 

1,382 

3,441 

278,731 

Pcpulatlcn  in  A,  B  and 

C  «  98,3%. 

Pcpulatian  in  A  and  B 

»  60.3%. 

(b)  As  of  30  69} 

District 

ArB 

C 

D"E 

}£ 

TCtal 

Lai  Thieu 

20,771 

17,212 

37,983 

Chaa  Thanh 

19,919 

20,918 

112,837 

Ben  Cat 

14,080 

12,716 

26,796 

Tti  Tan 

9,372 

1,190 

1,428 

2,652 

14,642 

Phu  Hoa 

24,691 

24,691 

Phu  Giao 

612 

5,659 

6,271 

Tan  Uyer 

12,776 

3,628 

16,404 

DL  An 

30,041 

10,407 

40,448 

Total 

197,571 

96,421 

1,428 

2,652 

280^072 

Populatiai  in  A, .  B  and 

1  C  =  98.6%. 

Fc^julaticn  in  A  and  B 

=  64.1%. 

(c)  As  of  31  Oct  69 : 

District 

A"B 

C 

I>E 

yc 

Total' 

Lai  Thieu 

36,604 

1,023 

37,627 

Chau  Thanh 

101,850 

12,066 

113,916 

Bai  Cat 

11,777 

15,019 

26,796 

Tri  Taro 

9,372 

1,190 

1,418 

2,652 

14,632 

?hu  Hoa 

7,6U 

16,341 

23,952 

Ihu  Giao 

612 

5,659 

6,271 

Tan  Uyen 

13,421 

2,983 

16,404 

Di  An 

30,041 

10,407 

40,448 

Total 

2U,288 

64,688 

1,418 

2,652 

280,046 
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Pcpulaticn  iJi  A,  B  and  C*»  98.5%.. 

Populaticn  in  A  and  3  ■  75,4%, 

i.  Psychological  operatitns  (PSYOP) , 

(D  Psychological  cperaticns  during  the  reporting  period  \7ere  sdmed 
at  five  main  target  gxo;^: 

(a)  Civilians 

(b)  Families  of  local  Oatnunists  (VQ. 

(c)  Canamist  (VC)  guerrillas  and  Vd . 

(d)  local  arce  units . 

(e)  NVA. 

(2)  Bttm  August  to  Octcber  1969,  a  total  of  14,875,180  leaflets 
were  dissonlnabed  and  889x42  hours  of  loudspeaker  broadcast  were  erplryod 
in  support  of  the  division.  The  following  is  a  breakdown,  by  unit,  of 
support  operatLcns: 


unit 

Leaflets 

Broadcast  Tine 

1st  Bde 

3,366,400 

200:00 

hrs 

2d  Bde 

5,735,380 

427:32 

hrs 

3d  Bde 

5,773,400 

262:10 

hrs 

TCtal 

14,875,180 

889:42 

hrs 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period  total  racnthlv  inissicns  ,increased 
fron  729  in  August,  2153  in  Septaiber  to  2711  in  October.  The  nuirber 
of  eerlal  broadcast  hours  was  also  increased  fron  32  in  August,  68  in 
Septenber  to  164  in  Ocbcber,  During  this  s«ib  period,  Ihe  pero^  of 
ralUers  who  heard  broadcasts  end  se?-?  leaflets  Increased  from  52%  in 
August,  60%  in  Septei^fo^  to  91%  in  October. 

(4)  The  recent  reorgcinizaticn  of  Ihe  PSVCP  section  in  the  division 
has  re^t^  In  a  more  accurate  development  of  propaganda  material  teir- 
geted  against  ^>ecific  enscy  units,  Woridng  in  close  ooordinaticn  with 
G2  end  G3  pexsomel,  enaiy  vutoersbility  has  been  more  accurately  deter- 
mlnad  and  itore  responsive  PSKP  support  for  tactical  cperaticns  has  been 
possible.  Airborne  and  ground  loc&peeker  broadcast  systems  have  beai 
used  daily,  incorporating  such  themes  as  "Chieu  Hoi,"  "Family  i^peal" 
arid. "Pear  of  Allied  Pcwfer;’*  m  the  field,  railiers  are  enocurs^  to 
meke  personal  appeals  to  their  former  oomractes  to  surrender.  As  Allied 
forces  ccntinus  to  lncte«d  thfelr  pressure  on  the  enesy  and  his  logistical 
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systera,  Ccrinuniat  morale  will  continue  to  fall  and  individual  eneny  sol¬ 
ders  vdll  beocme  increasingly  vulnerable  to  such  appeals. 

j.  Civic  action/dvil  affairs: 

(1)  During  the  past  thiree  months,  2,168  man  days  (10  hours  per  day) 
were  devoted  to  civil  affairs/civic  a^cn  activities.  Surplus  or  sal¬ 
vage  military  supplies  donated  for  civic  action  projects  were  Vcilned  at 
1,000,000  $W,  Voluntary  contributions  totaled  531,000  $\®J,  and 
1,500,000  $VN  were  used  from  the  AIK  Civic  Acticn/PSYOP  Fbnd  frar  civic 
actdcn  projects.  Generally,  rescuroes  and  monetaiy  support  were  used  on 
educational  and  social  welfare  projects  while  the  remaining  funds  and 
rescuroes  were  used  on  eooncinic  dev«lcpnent  and  transportation  inprove- 
ments. 

(2)  lhixtyr>si^.. schools,  18  hospitals  (dispensaries),  and  14  orphan¬ 
ages  were  assisted  during  the  reporting  period. 

(3)  Conpleted  oonstruction  projects  included  nine  cUellings  rd)uilt, 
20  kiloBCbers  of  roads  tpgraded,  three  pagodas  r^aired,  six  dispaasaries 
built  or  repaired,  10  schools  built,  four  bridges  constructed  and  10 
fences  erected. 

(4)  There  were  60  Ehglish  classes  atta)ded  by  3,600  students,  60 

PF/PF  medics  oorpleted  a  6-wedc  first-aid  trainincr  program,  and  3,000 
school  children  were  taken  on  trips  to  the  Saigon  Zoo.  were  425 

^EDCPP  conducted,  during  vhich  30,123  patients  were  treated. 

(5)  Oermodities  distributed  for  self-heln  ocnstructicn  projects 
included  48,000  lbs  of  cement,  900  sheets  of  tin,  24^000  bd  ^  of  Itnber 
75  gallons  of  paint,  20,000  s^ool  kits,  75,000  lbs  of  food  and  17,000 
lbs  of  clothing. 

(6)  A  typical  civic  action  eperatien  was  the  program  to  sipport  the 
seal  of  Ihu  Hoa  Dong  Villace  (16^26  Sep  69) .  For  11  days  the  villagezs 
were  generally  confined  to  one  of  the  four  hamlets.  During  ttiat  oeiiod, 
the  2d  Brigade  S5  supervised  the  serving  of  2,200  noon  per  day  for 
three  days,  1,550  kilos  of  rioe  for  three  noon  meals,  and  500  gallons 

of  water  per  day,  items  distributed  included  72  gallcns  of  oo^ng  oil, 
16  bags  of  flour,  four  bags  of  meal,  475  school  kits,  3,200  bars  of  soap 
2,152  cental  kits,  and  50  T3atzlotiffa*kitB.  Entertainment  for  tiie  vil¬ 
lagers  included  15  hours  of  films ,  16  hours  of  luand  music,  two  hours 
of  aagicL^  shows,  three  trips  to  the  Saigon  Zoo  (for  136  children) , 
and  a  lottery  in  which  nine  were  given  way.  Building  materials 
given  to  the  Ihu  Hoa  District  Cdef  to  r»>air  hemes  damaged  in  the  fitt¬ 
ing  included  351  sheets  of  tin,  lOX  sheets  of  plywood,  93  pieces  of 
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lUDber,  end  nine  sheets  of  pl&stic  roofinq.  These  activltieB  ocntad- 
buted  qxeatly  to  the  fovorabla  attitude  of  the  villagexs  during  the 
seal. 
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2,  (C)  LESSON  LEARNEDi  Commaoder’s  Observations.  Evaluations  and 

Recominenda-tions« 


a.  Personnel:  position  va.cancies  for  promotion. 

(1)  OBSErVMTCN:  Prcmoticns  amcnc  the  lower  enlisted  personnel  have 
iirproved  considerably,  but  are  still  limited. 


(2)  EVMjUbTICN:  Iha  required  overstrenoth  of  personnel  ir  grades 
E-3  and  E-4  precludes  contJjnual  position  vacancies  ("amulative  vacancies") 
required  for  promotion  allocations. 


(3)  PECDMtENDKPICN:  Personnel  required  as  overstrength  to  perform 
unit  itdssions  should  not  be  considered  when  determinin';’  cuwulati^ 
vacancies. 


b.  Intelligence. 

(1)  Intelligence  in  search  and  seed,  operations. 

(a)  CBSEP\®S1CN:  Thorouch  intelligence  operation  planning  prior  to 
the  estabHahment  of  a  village  seal  is  essential  to  the  rapid  gathering, 
dissendnaticn  and  ei^lcitaticn  of  intelligence. 

(b)  EVALUKnCN:  ^  The  fact  that  village  seal  operations  normally  are 
joint  efforts  consisting  of  US,  I>RVN,  FF/PP  and  National  Police  (N?) 
elements,  enphasizes  the  need  for  dose  cooperation  to  insure  timeliness 
and  odnindze  dirolioaticn  of  effort.  The  dn^irability  of  deploying  a  very 
large,  ooibined  interrogation  effort  at  the  beginning  of  a  village  seal 
Should  not  be  ndnitnized  since  the  greatest  nurrfjer  of  personnel  are  usu¬ 
ally  deteined  at  the  beginning  of  a  seal.  Lade  of  adequate  resources 
causes  oenfusien,  oatpranises  the  value  of  shock  effect,  reduces  the 
timeliness  of  infonnaticn  and  wneoessarily  inconveniences  and  alienates 
those  innocent  civilians  detained. 


(c)  lEOOfTCNElKnCN:  Because  of  the  large  nuttber  of  personnel  detained 
during  a  village  seal,  pooling  of  interrogation  rescuroes  and  locating 
them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  oewnand.  and  control  element  is  desirable. 

Care  must  also  be  taken  that  infermatien  is  distributed  concurrently  to 
all  participating  elements.  A  joint  intelligence  center  should  be  organ¬ 
ized  to  maintain  a  log  of  all  individuals  detained  in  the  form  of  an 
alphabetical  card  file,  conduct  rapid  initial  interrogaticn  to  gain  infor¬ 
mation  of  iirroediate  tactical  value  and  categorize  detainees  as  PW,  irallier, 
civil  defendant  cr  imooent-  civilian,  and  tc  conduct  in-depth  or  foUorz-vp 
interrogaticn.  A  Ct/NP  screening  against  blacklists  is  neoessaiy  during 
this  st^. 
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(2)  Xbe  of  IPW  (Intendgeitxcn  prisoner  of  war)  teene  during  village 
seals, 

(a)  OBSER^SVnCN:  FV  and  ralliexB  have  laiowledge  that  nust  be  eoqploited 
imnediately  in  order  to  be  useful. 

(b)  EVALUKTEON:  ARW  and  tB  ZPW  teaPB  should  operate  togetiier  and 
week  with  the  search  units  from  centralized  locations .  The  establl^ment 
of  one  clearing  office  can  greatly  facilitate  the  collection  and  disseRd.- 
nation  of  captured  data. 

(c)  PEQCMeiDRriCNt  (B/!^  HW  teans  should  operate  a  central 
interrogation  fadUty  and  be  react/  to  send  out  ndbile  nw  teams  to  units 
involved  in  the  seal. 

(3)  IPH  teans  at  FSB. 

(a)  CBSEFVATICN:  Ralliers  and  FW  are  interrogated  ae  quickly  and 
oGRpletely  as  possible. 

(b)  EVAUlKnCM:  Intelligence  oonoeminq  eneny  units  is  adod  vpen 
before  the  enenv  unit  has  a  chanoe  to  move.  Thie  presence  of  an  IFW 
team  at  the  F5FB  will  stseed  tp  the  interrogation  process. 

(c)  I®IMlEM»£n:CN;  Ipf'^  teann  should  be  kept  at  FSB  whanever  pos¬ 
sible  to  speed  vp  the  eaploitaticn  of  certain  types  of  tactical  intelli¬ 
gence. 

(4)  Fjploitation  of  ralUeis. 

(a)  OBSEFM)TZCN:  Pallier  essploLtation  in  the  form  of  interrogation 
follow^  by  detailed,  systematic  search  of  areas  pointed  out  by  ralliers 
has  enabled  1st  Infantry  Division  units  to  unoovor  many  large  caches. 

(b)  EVALOKnCN;  Ihe  to  successful  eoqsloLtaticn  of  ralliers  is 
detailed  interrogaticn  conducted  prior  to  any  attenpt  to  move  with  the 
rallier  into  the  area  of  his  zepoodred  caches.  Other  infoxmatticn  is 
atvailable  from  ralliers  in  addiden  to  the  location  of  fcrcss  and  sipply 
caches.  Infooonation  as  to  future  plans  of  the  unit  as  well  as  strength 
and  disposition  of  forces  can  be  effectively  esplcited  after  being  sub¬ 
stantiated.  Falliers  are  often  disoriented  initially  upon  axzlvad  at 

a  unit's  location.  An  aerial  VR,  conducted  with  m  inte:^reter  end 
interrogator  have  reeved  effective  in  orienting  the  rallier  on  ground. 

(c)  E^a[»tCBDKri€N:  Units  should  insure  that  sufficient  tine  is 
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spent  interrogating  and  orientino  the  ralller  before  attearptinq  to  ei^loit 
his  infonnaticn.  The  additional  ti*^  snent  will  reduce  the  possibilily 
of  the  rallier  beocming  disoriented  and  lost. 

(5)  Bltplcyment  of  ralliers. 

(a)  CBSEFVKTICN:  Ihe  eneity  is  often  familiar  only  with  the  terrain 
in  the  imnediate  vicinity  of  base  cerps,  caches,  or  rentes  of  ingress  and 
egress. 


(b)  EVADUAIICN:  Palliers  enplcyed  as  guides  to  lead  US  personnel  to 
base  carps  or  caches  often  become  ootpletely  disoriented  in  heavy  jungle. 

(c)  raX]M5'®MDfincN:  Commanders  should  try  to  orient  ralliers  In  rela¬ 
tion  to  a  main  trail,  stream  or  other  terrain  feature. 

(6)  Sensor  fields. 

(a)  CBSEPWKTICN :  During  the  r^x>rting  period  the  Lst  Infantry  Eivi- 
sicn  continued  mmitoring  sensc^rs.  Areas  of  qreatest  interest  were  known 
eneny  supply  end  infiltration  routes. 

(b)  EVMjUAPICN:  The  sensors  have  provided  valuable  information  in 
detecting  enery  movements  as  well  as  enhancing  base  camn  security.  Also, 
they  have  provided  a  better  and  more  profitabie  artillery  coverage  of 
specific  areas  within  the  TJOI, 

(c)  FGCXMlBNDAriCN:  It  is  rcociTinended  that  the  division  utilize 
more  sensors  in  the  future.  Their  enplcvment  gives  good  coverage  of 
specific  areas  of  the  PD  and  assists  oatmanders  when  eocnoty  of  force  is 
critical.  Also,  sensor  fields  used  in  cm juncticn  ^-/ith  radar  devdoes 
provide  mutual  sipport  as  well  as  a  oenfirmatien  cf  eneny  mevements. 

Radar  sittings  yield  a  direction  of  raovjment  vMch  is  inportant  in 
detecting  est^lished  trends  and  for  destroying  the  entay. 

(7)  Amy  aviaticxi  intelligence  reporting  procedures. 

(a)  CBSEFVtSPION:  The  results  of  Ni^tha<;k  and  Li^thorse  operatiens 
are  r^xarbed  to  the  supported  unit  as  emtaerts  of  possible  intelliqencje 
value  oexur.  These  reports  are  th^  relayed  to  ACofS,  G2, 

(b)  EVAUIPTICN:  Ttesults  of  Ni^thas^  and  lA^thorse  eperatiens 
reported  by  the  pilots  while  they  are  still  flying  and  initiediately  after 
the  ocntact  are  oftm  s!cetchy  arid  lacking  in  essortial  detail.  Fac±s  and 
figures  tend  to  be  inaccurate  until  ihe  pilots  have  had  a  chantje  to  digest 
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jjnd  reconstruct  exactly  what  occurred. 

(c)  FEODMMENDTiTICN :  Ilie  battcdion  32  should  debrief  the  pilots 
and  era/  after  they  have  landed,  Bie  results  of  these  brief iners  will 
then  be  forwarded  to  G2  Air  for  vpdaiB  of  the  inflight  spot  reports. 

c.  Operatiens. 

(1)  Squid  operatiens. 

(a)  OBSETVTffilCN:  M  innovation  in  cperaticnal  techniques  was  develcped 
during  the  r^^xarting  period,  Ihe  Squid,  a  waterborne  Eagle  Elicit,  was 
ecplcyed  to  provide  reconnaissance  and  limited  area  search  of  river  and 
scream  banlcs. 

(b)  EVRLUrffICN:  In  August  1969,  the  2-18  Inf  acquired  four  18'  ski 
boats  with  25  HP  outbc'ard  motors  cap^le  of  safely  transporting  six  to  ei^t 
fully  equipped  mai.  These  v*are  att^lcyed  to  transport  a  platoon  cn  the 
waterwa  s  in  Phu  Hoa  District,  aliasing  them  frequent  and  limited  searches 
and  reoons  of  areas  otherwise  inatxjessible  except  by  air.  The  technique 
proved  very  successful  in  that  it  permitted  tlie  unit  to  cover  a  large  area 
in  a  short  spai  of  time. 

(c)  TEXUIMENDT/ITCN:  Ccnsideraticn  should  be  given  to  the  future  use 

of  ski  boats  cn  operations  in  suitable  cperaticnal  areas. 

(2)  Periods  of  eneny  movement. 

(a)  CBSEiMICICt^  I  Enemy  movempnt  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  TJOR 
is  no  longer  limited  to  those  hairs  of  darkness  normally  associated  with 
attoush  operatiens.  It  has  been  found  that  small  grovps  of  enemy  move  most 
often  between  0630  -  0830  and  1700  -  2000.  Enoagerunts  with  such  small 
geoeps  have  occurred  as  early  as  1600. 

(b)  EVI^ATICN ;  This  new  pattern  .-if  eneiy  mowaient  has  ocxuirred 
for  two  reasons.  US/GWN  forces  have  habitually  conducted  arttoushes  dura* 
ing  periods  of  darkn^s  only,  and  withdr^^  such  embushes  at  first 
light.  Also,  lack  of  food  Ive  caused  the  enery  to  beoane  less  cautious 
in  his  effo^  to,  resiuply  his  forces. 

(c)  PEOCriMEWDKnCN-  US  antoush  forces  must  at^ust  to  the  na^  pattern 
of  HKvement.  ^tobush  patrols  should  d^axt  well  before  daricness.  Jn  cvei>- 
watch  positicn  with  observaticn  of  the  artbush  site  may  be  occipied  durina 
diyli^t  hours.  After  dark,  the  anfcush  patrol  thar  occv?>ies  the  anbush 
site.  Ihe  ewbush  patrol  remains  in  positim  until  0830.  If  contacts  and 
sittings  diminisJ'  notiosably  after  using  this  technique  over  a  period  of 
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tlite,  cirbush  patrols  can  again  ard^ust  their  timing. 

(3)  Enery  attacks  during  aerial  resv^rjly. 

(a)  CBSETYTOTCN!  Hha  eneny  harass  or  mortar  an  element  receiving 
aerial  tesifply,  generally  vAien  the  aircraft  is  ocming  in  for  the  seoxid 
sortie. 

(b)  EVTIXJPtncN!  The  ensmy  cbserves  the  route  used  by  the  first  sor¬ 
tie  in  and  cut  of  the  resupply  LZ  and  knows  that  US  personnel  may  bunch 
up  in  the  nxxoess  of  distritxiting  supplies  fron  the  first  sortie.  He 
can  fire  ch  the  trcxps  and  aircaraft  more  effectively  after  the  aircraft 
.•coaa5let;.ea  the  first  sortia. 

(c)  FBOdMIlDSECICN:  If  possible,  platoons  ahoild  be  resupplied 
separately  to  prevent  bunching  up  and  to  Horten  the  tine  at  the  resupply 
lA.  Ihs  onmerider  of  the  elarent  being  tesipplied  should  have  the  resup¬ 
ply  aircaraft  use  a  different  route  in  end  out  of  the  resupply  JZ  for 
ea^  sortie. 

(4)  Eneny  base  ezmp  utilization. 

(a)  CBSERWAnCN:  Bguiprent,  dneunents  and  ether  evidence  cf  reoexw- 
paticn  have  been  found  in  enemy  base  ermps  recsently  destroyed,  by  W/GVN 
forcjes.  Informatian  from  a  rallier  indicates  that  he  was  instructed  by 
his  oenmander  to  leave  the  base  camp  du.  ng  the  time  IB/GUN  fcarces  oper¬ 
ated  in  the  area,  and  then  return  mA  rebuild  it  upon  the  departure  of 
IB  fciroes. 

(b)  EVRLUMICN:  The  enemy  has  learned  from  esperienoe  that  cnoe  an 
area  has  been  searched  and  friendly  forces  depart  that  area  (base  caitps, 
etc.) ,  US/GVN  forces  seldcin  return  to  the  site.  1t»  trjee  advantage  of 
this  tactic,  stey-behind  ambushes  in  base  exmps  have  proved  effec:tive. 
Oenrentratiens  of  aj^illery  are  also  used  on  destroyed  base  c^anps.  The 
sane  tactic  has  pro\^  suocsessful  in  nON  sites  recently  vacated  by  DB 
units. 

(c)  I®OCWENnKnCN!  Oonsideratim  should  be  given  to  leexving  a  base 
<a*p  area  after  the  first  search,  refnaining  away  for  several  d£ys,  and 
then  returning  to  the  base  camps  unegcnecbedly  for  apether  search. 

(5)  locating  ensny  caches. 

(a)  CBSEE^vatPICN!  American  infantry  units  frequently  ndss  valuable 
eppertmities  to  cut  into  the  enemv's  supply  systom  simply  because  they 
do  not  reoegniae  the  signs  and  locatiais  of  these  hidden  storage  areas. 
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(b)  EWALUKnCN:  There  has  been  a  ocxitinuing  dtependency  cn  ralliers 
to  unoower  their  former  cache  sites  and  bunker  ooiplesoes.  If  the  Anerican 
infantryman  will  take  his  dime  and  make  a  more  thozou^  search,  beinr' 
careful  to  read  all  signs,  he  will  turn  more  significant  finds.  All 
old  and  destroyed  bunkers  nust  be  checked  sipoe  the  enery  uses  these  as 
storage  areas.  Use  of  banbco  probes  and  min6  3weq>ers  has  revealed 
sever^  hidden  caches  in  the  wells  of  otherwise  enpty  enplaoements. 

(c)  I^XXDM^lIllDKriCN :  US  patrolling  elements  should  carry  devices 
such  as  baoboo  poles  to  check  for  hidden  bunkers,  tunnel  pass^^e3  end 
caches.  The  arplcvnent  of  mine  detectsrs  Should  also  be  oonslderad  by 
the  connander. 

(6)  Qiplcyment  of  Ni^thab^  gunshipe. 

(a)  CBSEFWATICNt  With  the  papability  of  cbserving  and  engaghic 
nl^t  targets,  Nlghthadc  has  prtved  itself  to  be  extreinely  effective. 
Althcu^  flcwn  at  crltice^  altitudes  and  airspeeds,  the  relative  safety 
cf  the  operation  is  enhanced  by  flying  and  detecting  targets  vhile  cm* 
plstely  blacked  out.  This  cxntrssts  c^jeatly  with  Firefly,  which  depends 
cn  white-ll^t  searchli^ts  to  spot  targets  for  the  light  Eire  Tteam. 

(b)  EVALUKnCNj  The  Firefly  has  two  major  disadvantages  vhlch  have 
been  eliminated  in  the  Ni^thab^  cperaticn.  First,  the  Firefly  has 
limited  target  engagement  capabllitv,  and  second,  during  the  search  phase 
of  the  dperaticn,  v^te  H^t  must  be  used  Ldiich  gives  awsy  the  Firefly's 
locatieh. 

(c)  rfiOOMMENnKTICNt  Ni^ithadc  aircraft  should  ocntinue  to  be  utilized 
in  place  of  the  Firefly  for  night  VR  and  cjorbat  operations  (see  also  Incl 
13/  Ist  Inf  Div  GLr  525-8,  "Utilization  of  llighthawk"). 

(7)  "li^thacse"  helicopter  team. 

(a)  CBFiEEWOTCCN:  The  Idchthorse  helicxpter  team  has  been  cperatirg 
since  the  first  part  of  Septerber  1969  (see  Incl  13,  1st  Inf  Div  Cir  525-7, 
"l^lizatLcn  of  li^thorse") . 

(b)  ETMUSncK:  lichthotse  has  proved  itself  to  be  an  effective 
small  scale  air  cavalry  cperatj.cn.  By  placing  Li^thorse  aviation  assets 
CPOCN  to  a  brigade,  the  ground  oatmander  is  able  to  provide  a  certain  degree 
of  air  mobility  to  his  organic  ground  elements. 

(c)  I^XtMNDanCN;  The  li^thoise  concept  diould  be  c3ntinTJC!i  on  a 
regular  basis.  Such  a  divisicn-edlocated  task  fcroc  is  extremely  effec¬ 
tive  in  supporting  small  unit  cperaticns. 
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(8)  Occmand  and  ocntzol  aircraft. 

(a)  OGSETEVKnCNt  The  Idaal  situation  is  to  have  a  UHID  CfcC  hell- 
oopter  containing  the  battalion  cxxaeiandar,  the  S3  md.  the  artillery  IMO 
over  a  ocntact  area.  In  many  instances  these  assets  are  not  available. 

The  sacb  task,  hcMevar.  can  be  acexnplishad  by  the  battalion  ocnmander 
aboard  a  LCH. 

(b)  EUniXlATECMt  Artillexy,  TAC  Air,  Any  aviation,  ground  units, 
reetpply  and  medical  evaouaticn  nust  be  oocrcUnated.  ihe  battalion  ocm- 
mand^'s  assets  include  a  I/H  equipped  with  one  PM  and  one  IHF  radio. 
Ccsnuiicaticna  are  controlled  as  foUcMS  t  TRC  Air  and  Any  aviation  are 
ocntrolled  using  a  orrocn  (HP  frequency.  Artillery  is  oncodinated  (but 
not  adjusted)  using  the  battalion  ocimitfid  net.  The  artillery  12^  in  tlie 
TCXJ  then  provides  guidance  to  his  forward  cbservens  accordingly.  The 
TOC  inmediately  pute  a  radio  on  the  frequency  of  the  ocopany  in  contact. 
This  permltu  the  battalion  to  nmitor  botii  resrpply  and  medical  evacua¬ 
tion  xequixeDents.  By  having  an  S  4  representative  in  the  TOC, these 
requirements  can  be  gtilck^  fulfilled.  The  oopany  in  orntact  siiply 
siAnlts  its  request  for  Aepabdi  of  needed  stppcrt  ot&t  the  battalion  cck^ 
mand  not.  Cnoe  di^tdiad,  the  ships  are  ocn^Ued  on  the  battalion 
adkdn/log  net.  Reports  are  rendered  and  additional  assets  are  requested 
from  the  TOC.  The  TOC  does  not  transmit  on  the  oenpary  fi^eguancy.  This 
system  zeAices  traffic  cn  the  battalion  oennand  net,  permits  full  esnd 
closely  coordinated  use  of  all  assets,  and  allows  the  battalion  oannender 
to  control  his  ground  elements. 

(c)  laoCMCIlDREiai:  Q»  LOB  equipped  with  FM  end  IHF  should  be 
provided  and  the  above  system  erplcyed  when  a  IHID  C&C  aircraft  is  not 
available. 

(9)  Ose  of  PSTGP  aircraft. 

(a)  OGSErKRTIGN:  Durim  the  reporting  period  a  500  watt  ^jeaker 

system  for  LCH  aircraft  hae  been  davelcped  and  given  to  each  brigade  for 
use  in  of  brigade  QpeJretleftB. 

(b)  EVALUKEICN*  It  has  been  found  that  d  *  to  the  lade  of  sufficient 
aircraft,  divlsicn  6  5  FSVOP  support  is  not  always  sufficient  to  meet  the 
required  quick  reaction  needs.  The  brigade  LCH  ^jeaker  system  which  has 
this  capdallity  can  be  utilized  to  fulfill  these  requirements.  The  sys¬ 
tem  can  also  be  used  in  support  of  planned  PSIGP  mlssicns  on  a  regular 
basis.  Giving  each  brigade  ocnttol  of  their  own  speaker  assets  greatly 
eap>anc!8  the  flexibility  of  the  PSKP  iffort, 
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(c)  FECI^WEJJD/inCN :  Bricndes  should  adept  and  whenever  possible  use 
the  lOH  speaker  systepi  to  fulfill  quick  reaction  PSYCP  missions. 

(10)  Li<^it  observation  hulicepter  tactics. 

(a)  OBSEIV;!>TICNt  Durinc  the  past  sixty  days  three  OH-6A  soout  air¬ 
craft  have  been  shot  down. 


(b)  FVr>LU;^ICN;  Slew  airspeed  is  the  primeiry  cause  of  ocnoentrated 
eneny  fire  on  soout  aircraft. 

(c)  FECD^M]^roA^a^ ICH  scout  pilots  recognize  tiio  fact  that  as 
airsneed  is  decreased,  their  aircraf u  am  nore  vulnerable  to  ground  fire. 
This  necessitates  a  varying  pattern  of  search  and  a  fluctuation  of  air¬ 
speed  to  meet  mission  requirements.  Sungested  minimum  airspeed  is  fifty- 
five  knots. 


(11)  Radar  guided  anti-aircraft  v/eapons. 

(a.)  CBSEPVAnCN;  Qi  numerous  occasions  during  the  period,  pilots 
have  heard  a  buzzing  sound  over  their  FM  radios  that  mif^t  have  been 
aieny  radar  guided  anti-aircraft  weapons  tracking  their  location. 

(b)  EVALUTfflCN:  ^'ihile  divisional  aircraft  have  es^Jerienoed  no 
actual  hits  in  conjunction  with  these  phenomena,  the  possibility  of  radar 
guided  air  defense  '.'deepens  cannot  be  discounted. 

(c)  rEa>T®JDAIICN;  Pilots  should  be  instructed  on  reporting  proco- 
dures  and  evasive  tactics  used  vhen  th^  encounter  this  situziticn.  Initial 
orientation  for  all  fli^t  personnel  must  include  these  instr^jcticns. 

(12)  Trip  flares  in  the  defense. 

(a)  OBSEDVrOICN;  It  has  been  found  that  vdien  trip  flares  are  enplacsd 
lodlb^ond  the  defensive  wire  (100-150  meters),  the  reoennaissanoe  unit 
of  the  eneny  force  often  trips  a  flare,  providing  several  betas  warning 

of  an  inpending  attack.  This  in  itself  often  cxnfuses  the  eneny  and  forxaes 
him  to  change  his  attack  plans.  The  atplacjanent  of  trip  fla  -cs  and  the 
fire  sipport  plan  (DEETPIS)  in  particular  should  be  closely  oordinated. 

(b)  I^DJSMNnKEECN;  Trip  flares  used  in  the  defense  by  fire  seppert 
boises  and  nicht  defensive  positions  ^culd  be  atplaoed  beyond  the  outer 
•wire. 

(13)  Booty  trapped  areas. 
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(a)  CBSETTWMICN:  The  eneny  quite  often  oiplaoeB  his  booby  traps  in 
arees  of  he'vy  v^tation  where  tlW  are  extremely  hard  to  detect. 

(b)  EyaiwacnCN:  os  personnel,  when  moving  tftrough  a  heavily  vene- 
tated  area  that  is  booby  trapped,  quite  often  take  casualties  ftxm  booby 
trr^  they  fail  to  detect. 

(c)  FSOCMMEKDBlTICN:  Clsymores,  baixjelore  texpedoes,  and  artillery 
fire  can  be  used  to  clear  pat^  threoA  an  area  which  the  owmander  sus¬ 
pects  of  beir^  beeby-  trapped.  In  the  1-4  Cejv,  cannister  rowids  from 
tank  cannon  h^  also  proved  extremely  effective. 

(14)  Deoepticn  plans  for  seal  eperations. 

(a)  OBSEFS^KTICN:  h  careful  plan  of  dec^ticn  insures  the  success  of 
tiie  seal  by  keqping  the  eneny  off  balance. 

(b)  EVRLUlfflON:  Mthough  the  cneny  mey  be  cSurare  of  the  intensive  CVN- 
ARW-QB  planning  efforts  and  any  significant  changes  in  Allied  farce  density 
an  imaginative  deoepticn  plan  may  prevent  the  eneny  from  takina  protective 
measures  or  fleeing  from  the  target  area.  Sixh  deoepticn  plans  axe  limited 
cnly  by  the  imaglnaticn  of  the  ooMnander  and  his  staff;  in  aty  case,  deoep¬ 
ticn  measures  should  make  use  of  existing  patterns  of  activity  tc  the 
plan  credible  to  the  enaty. 

(c)  rECX>tC>lD(dXCN:  CenmandB  planning  a  seal  operation  should  aiplcy 
a  oenpiehansive  deo^ticn  plan,  This  ncy  includa  f  gke  orders  or  trans^ 
ndLsslona,  teRporaiy  troop  ocnoentratims  in  areas  eway  fron  the  projected 
seal  and  making  oobrdinatim  with  local  village  aguicies  as  late  as  t)ob- 
sible. 


(15)  Ccndoct  of  village  seals  at  nicht* 

(a)  OGSEFMKEEONr  Special  methods  are  necessary  to  loeep  the  seal 
effe^ve  at  nicht  when  visibility  is  limited. 

Oa)  PJVWUBffirCN*  In  order  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  seal, 
ni^t  illrniiiiatiai  and  ni^t  viewincr  devices  are  needed  to  detect  enery 
novement.  Perhneber  troops  rust  be  vigilant  at  ni^t  and  be  prepared  to 
dbfend  both  sides  of  the  perimeter. 

(cO  IBQQMBlDRncNt  Oontinucus  ni^t  illuminaticn  from  flare  sliips 
and  artillery  units  should  be  planned  for  and  used.  Padar  arid  infrared 
devices  are  nic3?a  effective  when  used  on  towers  and  in  conjunobicn  wi.Th 
trained  snipers.  Ocrananders  should  have  sufficient  forces  to  conduce  day- 
li^t  xeoctnaiasanoe,  to  allow  a  pertien  of  the  fores  to  rest  durinr  the 
day,  and  to  conduct  anbushes  outside  of  the  perimeber.  Carefully 
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spaaed  3*4  man  positions  should  be  ready  to  defend  both  'jides  of  the 
perimeter.  It  should  be  noted  that  intense  ni^t  iUnruiation  often 
interferes  with  night  scanning  devices. 

(16)  Mine  a>req>ing. 

(a)  OBSERUAlHON:  Mines  are  generedly  located  on  the  same  section 
of  road  time  after  time. 

(b)  EVALUAnCNt  Most  mines  are  not  being  located  witii  mine  detec* 
tors,  but  are  found  visually.  Ev^  vriiai  found  visuedly,  detectors  fre* 
quaitly  fcdl  to  show  a  reading  over  the  mine 

(c)  BECXlflQICAXEON:  Since  most  mines  are  found  visually,  the  same 
personnel  should  be  used  on  tbe  same  road  section  each  day  to  increase 
faooiliarity  with  the  area  and  enhance  the  detection  of  any  change.  In 
addition,  the  sweep  team  should  carefully  ranove  all  foreign  matter  from 
the  road.  Old  pieces  of  board,  banboo,  straw,  etc.,  are  used  both  as 
mine  mariiers  and  to  conceal  sl^tick  detonators. 

(17)  Ski  boat  loading. 

(a)  OBSEFVAnCN:  Ski  boat  loading  should  be  kqpt  to  a  minimum. 

(b)  EWAUIRTICJN:  Ski  boats  (Kainer  Ski  Barges)  are  constricted  with 
a  very  shallow  side  board  and  bow  section.  The  more  personnel  and  equip¬ 
ment  loaded  into  thes^  boats,  the  lower  th^  sit  in  the  water,  making  it 
easier  for  water  to  crroe  over  the  side  boar^.  with  a  large  percentage 
of  the  weight  in  the  front,  the  bow  tends  to  plow  into  waves  and  tc«e 

on  water  instead  of  riding  over  the  waves. 

(c)  FSOOfENDAnON:  Not  more  than  nine  men,  perferably  ei^t,  and 
their  eqaLpmait  ^ould  be  put  in  these  boats  at  any  one  time.  All  pex>* 
scnncl  and  equipment  shcxild  stay  as  far  to  the  rear  as  possible. 

(10)  Cutting  landing  zones. 

(a)  CBSEFMKnON:  12  cutting  operations  raquire  special  pr^aration. 

(b)  EVAUIAEICN:  In  the  1st  Infantry  Division  it  was  c^ten  neoee- 
sazy  for  the  12  team  to  be  inserted  by  means  of  a  ladder  fron  a  hovering 
Chinook.  To  efficiently  cut  S-ship  12  it  oftoi  required  more  than  one 
day.  The  effectiveness  of  baingaloxe  torpedoes  in  bru^  clearing  to  eipose 
the  larger  trees  to  the  chain  saws  or  dE^lition  should  be  atphasized. 
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(c)  All  engineer  platoons  shouM  be  trained  on 

the  assault  ladder.  A  minimxn  of  12  chain  siMS  ore  required  per  teen 
because  of  the  high  deadline  rate.  TToopa  ^nuld  be  given  ai£lad  training 
on  the  proper  use  of  chain  sews.  Two  Chinooks  are  required  for  initial 
insertlcni  one  to  carry  perscnn^,  the  second  for  the  12  )clt.  Sufficient 
quantity  and  variety  of  denolitioro  should  be  available  so  a  xes^gply 
can  be  effected  after  the  leatder  of  the  12  bean  analyzes  the  12  and  tailors 
his  daso.r:|3ply  request  to  fit  the  situation.  A  Chiruxk  should  be  avail* 
able  to  fly  the  demo  ceeipply  two  hcuxs  after  the  request  is  received. 

Close  coordination  is  essential  betwe^  the  security  and  the  12  taasB  for 
loaxiiiun  ^.ffidency  and  safety.  A  chain  ScW  mechanic  is  absolutely  neoee* 
sary. 

(19)  Offensive  Roma  plow  operations. 

(a)  QBSEFVATIONt  Bane  plows  have  proved  to  be  very  effective  o£fen> 
sive  weapons.  In  addition  to  th^r  effectiveness  in  uncovering  and 
destroying  eneny  base  caapa,  the  name  plows  are  cspable  c^  isolating 
enecy  forces  encounter^  during  land  clearing  cp^aticns. 

(b)  EVAUAnON:  Bcme  plows  can  be  used  effectively  for  cdaaring 
large  areas  in  order  to  dery  the  eneny  the  ccnoealment  vital  to  his  free 
novenent  and  aaintenanoe  of  his  base  oanp  areas.  Laccge  nuDfaem  of  Sate 
plows  such  as  those  used  for  land  clearing  cperaticns,  are  not  requirec 
to  aocxxpllsh  the  task  of  catting  td^  sp^  epproadies  for  mechanized 
fbcoes  to  ocntact  areesi,  eaqposing  and  destroying  base  camps  and  fcrtilied 
positions  or  isolating  eneny  forces  encountered.  As  few  as  six  Rene 
plows  with  a  mechanized  force  are  sufficient.  Upon  encxxmtering  an 
enaty  force  during  cutting  eparatidns,  the  Rene  plows  begin  cutting  a 
swath  around  the  force  with  the  acxntpanying  security  force  outposting  the 
area  cleared  until  the  entire  area  oi  aentset  is  isolate  by  an  open  cot. 
Additional  cuts  axe  made,  ^ther  secidaning  off  the  uncut  area  cr  reducing 
the  size  of  the  tmeut  area  by  widening  the  initied  cut  around  the  isolated 
area.  As  the  isolated  area  is  reduced  in  size  enaiy  feroes  haeve  the  choics 
of  attoipting  to  bre^  through  the  forces  outposting  the  perimeter  of  the 
cut  CUT  rGnaining  in  the  area  to  be  destroyed. 

(c)  iSOOMBtlKlXCNt  RcRa  plows  Should  be  used  in  ocr^upj^cn  with 
a  mechanized  feros.  Such  foroes  provide  a  more  effactlvs  faction  f croe 
and  take  best  advantage  of  hl^  ^eed  approaches  Reared  by  tdas  plows. 
Infantry  forces  can  pcovids  security  by  having  personnel  aooospvying  ead'* 
Rxae  plcw,  but  a  mcbils  feroe  is  required  to  react  to  ccntacts  duriiig 
cutting  q^atlcne. 


56 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVCB-T-J^in  1  f^'^oeisl’er  1969 

S IBDECT;  0p«rat4o«»l  Report  of  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Eliding  31  October  1969,  VCS  CSEDR-65  (R2)  (U) 

d.  Organizaticn. 

(1)  Medical  "Go  Teaits." 

(a)  OBSEJWKEION:  Ihere  exists  a  definite  need  for  a  fast,  ocnpetent, 
sustained  and  nobile  medical  treatment  unit  in  ootbat  divisions. 

(b)  EWfVIJUKnCN:  Ihe  1st  Medical  Battalion  has  developed  a  "Go  Team." 
Ibis  teem  consists  of  one  medical  corps  officer  and  four  enlisted  medical 
personnel.  Ihis  team  has  pre-packed  medical  eguipntent  and  can  be  dispatched 
to  aiy  point  within  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  AO  with  10  minutes  notice. 

The  team  can  svpplement  or  oonpletely  take  over  a  battalion  aid  station, 
thus  providing  the  hi^y  nobile,  ocnpetent  medical  care  required  to  meet 
any  emergency. 

(c)  IvBCX)^ffNDK^ION:  Bus  oona^it  of  "Go  Teams"  should  be  considered 
for  use  throughout  Vietnam. 

(2)  Mcblle  dsatal  teams. 

(a)  OGSEPVJ^OM:  Uilike  medical  care  vdiich  is  available  at  all  divi- 
sicxi  fire  suppert  bases,  dental  care  is  only  available  at  divisicn  base 
osnps. 

(b)  £^2AUMX0N;  The  257th  Medical  Detachment  (Dental)  in  ccnjuncticn 
with  the  1st  Medical  Battalion  has  formed  a  Mobile  Dental  Team.  This  team, 
censistong  of  one  dental  ooips  offiaer  and  cone  enlisted  dental  technician, 
travels  frem  one  divisicn  fire  st^spert  base  to  another.  This  team  has 
pre-packed  equipment  airlifted  by  medical  evacuation  helicopters.  This 
ancsept  is  in  aocordancje  with  the  1st  Medical  Battalion  principle  of 
brining  treatment  to  tiie  patient  instead  of  the  patient  to  the  treatment. 

(c)  BECD(f&2CA!CI0N:  This  cxzic:ept  of  a  Mobile  Dented  Team  should  be 
oonsidered  for  use  throu^tout  Vietnam. 

(3)  Military  police  stresigth. 

(a)  CBSETAS^ON:  fhe  178  enlisted  personnel  authorized  by  MTOS 
19-27G  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  effective  police  service  when  a 
division  is  operating  from  mere  than  one  base  canp, 

(b)  EVHURiClCN:  The  1st  Infantry  Divisicn  MP  CJarpany  is  currently  48 
men  overstrength,  a  level  that  has  been  maintained  or  exceeded  since  its 
arrival  in  FVN  in  order  to  meet  operational  oamdtments. 
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(c)  I®X]0»1ENDRTICN;  Future  'TCE  actions  should  include  an  ^^-nal 
provision  for  one  additional  ndlitary  police  platoon  when  the  division 
nd-litazy  police  ocnpany  is  required  to  operate  in  widely  dispersed  base 
caoips  for  extended  periods  of  time*  Additionally,  provisions  should  be 
included  for  a  prcpcrtionate  increase  in  personnel  nectary  for  logisti¬ 
cal  end  adninistra^ve  support. 

e.  Trcdning* 

(1)  lM-706  (V»100)  armored  car, 

(a)  CBSEFWmCN;  Upon  issuance  of  the  XM-706  armored  car,  training 
requiranaits  haro  increased  considerably.  In  the  1st  Ccnpany,  Ist 
Infantry  Division,  the  MP  ocmpany  ocmnander  {an  armor  officer)  has  given 
his  men  a  consid^able  amount  of  on-the-job  instruction. 

(b)  EVALUmON;  When  ’iie  armored  cars  were  initially  iss^  to  the 
1st  tklitaxy  Police  Ccnpariy,  perscsmel  were  not  adequately  trained  in 

the  operation, and  maintenance  of  the  v^iicle*  Furthermore,  the  main  arma¬ 
ment,  twin  mounted  M-73  machineguns,  were  novel  weapons  to  ndlit^  pplioe- 
nen*  of  knowledge  concerning  the  functional  capabilities  of  both 
the  weapons  system  and  the  vehicle  itself  has  result^  in  clutch  burnout, 
transmission  damage,  uninitiated  dischaujge  of  the  weapons  due  to  solaioid 
are,  soleBoid  burnout  due  to  oil  on  the  electrical  oormednrs  and  control 
bcoc  malfunction  due  to  a  faulty  electrical  harness  built  into  the  vehicle 
itself-,  hss  $6so  cmtrenely  difficult  to  resolve  these  problems  due  to 
lack  of  repadr  parts,  knowl^lge  and  applicable  technical  niamials. 

(c)  FEODMfUDKEION*  An  adequate  training  program  should  be  established 
on  lixa^  level  for  both  cpeipaticn  and  maintenance  instruction  for  all 

users  of  this  vehicle  and  any  other  type  equipment  sindlarly  placed  into 
the  logistics  bank, 

(3)  Ski  boat  operators. 

(a)  OBSERWmON:  Ski  boats  are  designed  to  carry  a  2000  pound  load 
at  high  speeds.  Without  speed,  maneuwerebility  is  poor  and  control  is 
difficult, 

(b)  mHiJfTiatlt  During  river  patrol  missions,  it  is  necessary  to 
carry  heavy  loaKis  at  relatively  slow  ^>eed8.  As  a  result,  the  boats  are 
difficult  to  handle  and  this  difficulty  is  anplified  in  rough  water. 

During  a  180*  turn  ^here  a  boat  runs  b^  on  its  own  wake,  an  inejperi- 

operator  can  easily  cause  the  loss  o£  a  boat.  Difficulties  have 
also  been  encountered  when  meeting  or  being  p>assed  by  other  boats.  The 
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wakes  fron  these  boats  in  a  narrow  river  eire  erough  to  swsrp  a  skw 
moving  heavily  leaded  Ski  boat, 

(c)  !®OCMffiNnRTION;  All  optarators  should  receive  thcrouc^  training 
in  SJd  boats  and  their  operatlai  before  they  operate  in  a  hostile  environ¬ 
ment.  The  i>eoessity  of  operating  at  low  speeds  with  hea.vy  loads  should 
be  foreseen  and  integrated  Into  training  pregrestB. 

f.  logistics. 

(1)  Logistical  si^jport  for  forward  attack  bases, 

(a)  OBSEPWKnCN:  The  move  to  FAB  presents  seme  problems  in  restpply 
since  all  elements,  the  oenpanies  in  the  field  as  well  as  the  artillery 
battery  and  the  battalion  CP,  have  to  be  resupplied  by  air. 

(b)  EVALUATICN;  This  problem  was  solved  by  establishing  a  forward 
logistics  base  at  the  closest  existing  FSB,  consisting  of  a  field  mess 
and  elements  of  the  support  platoon.  Supplies  were  trucked  to  the  FSE 
and  then  airlifted  to  the  field  elanents  on  the  first  and  fourth  days 
of  each  cempany  operational  cycle.  One  hot  meal  per  day  was  prepared 
at  the  FSB  aivfl  flown  to  the  FAB  for  the  battalion  CP  and  artilleiy  bat¬ 
tery,  Virtually  no  prctolems  were  encountered  with  this  systan,  and  it  is 
felt  that  maximum  use  of  limited  air  assets  was  chtamed  throu^  the  sched¬ 
uling  system  used, 

(c)  BECI)MMENnATION:  Small  forward  logistic  operati:ans  centers  have 
proved  effective  and  their  use  is  recommended  vhere  the  situation  penrits, 

(2)  logistical  support  for  village  seal  operations. 

(a)  CBSEFWHnCN;  Village  seals  present  special  logistics  problems. 

(b)  EVALUATICN;  Potential  problems  must  be  recognized  and  detailed 
planning  aoconplished  before  the  seal  operation  begins. 

(c)  FEOCMtENnATICN;  Road  networks  should  be  i3sed  whenever  possible 
and  air  resupply  kept  to  a  minimum.  Participating  Vietnamese  units 
should  be  enocuraged  to  solve  logistical  problems  with  their  own  assets. 
Local  district  forces  not  used  at  ni^t  by  the  seal  forces  should  be 
encouraged  to  return  to  theLr  normal  cperaticnal  cenpeunds  for  resupply; 
■this  also  enables  them  to  fulfill  their  regular  role  of  local  security* 

When  possible,  participating  Vietnanese  units  should  he  encouraged  to 
supplanent  their  rations  thrru^  purchases  at  local  markets. 
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(3)  Upgrading  main  sv»ply  routes. 

(a)  CBSERVAKCN:  Highwey  tpgrading  and  maintenance  is  a  continuous 
prcblera. 

(b)  EyADUAlICN;  *1110  use  of  5"  minus  rode  to  fill  the  pot  holes  and 
washouts  on  highwiys  has  proved  satisfactory.  Extensive  utilization  of 
toad  graders  to  ocntinually  shspe  tfse  road  surface  is  the  key  to  ]<nspi  c 
the  road  passable. 

(c)  l^XXMlBNDKrKXi:  Adequate  rock  sipplies  are  a  primary  ocnoem. 
Ditching  and  grading  should  be  aooenplished  with  ait  least  two  graders 
working  in  an  edielm  formaticn.  Ihe  gtetders  should  limit  work  within  a 
5(}0  meter  strip  and  move  to  the  next  successive  secticn  tpen  ocmpleticn. 
After  upgrade  has  been  aocatpliahed,  daily  road  patrolling  is  necessary 
to  prevent  the  road  from  deteriorating . 

(4)  Maintenance  of  ESB. 

(a)  OBSEFMMIICN:  Upgrevling  the  more  permanent  FSB  ^vould  be  ccjrplet:^. 
before  the  nonsocn  season  begins. 

(b)  EVALUKTICN:  Engineer  effort,  after  the  nonsocn  season  has  begun.; 
in  greatly  handicc?ped  by  the  elements. 

(c)  FBCCM'CIiSVnONt  the  more  permanent  ISB  should  be  upgraded  (cul¬ 
verts,  ditches  and  roads)  prior  to  the  monsoon  season  cp.  1  programmed 
basis.  Much  engineer  effort  can  be  saved  by  ocnstructing  drainage  struo- 
tures  and  interior  roads  prior  to  the  mensoon  and  then  allocating  suffi¬ 
cient  engineer  resources  to  maintain  then, 

(5)  Destructicn  of  perimeter  vegetation  at  FSB. 

(a)  ceSEHWOTICN:  It  is  necessary  to  clear  vegetation  from  perimeter 
wire  for  naxiicutn  security. 

(b)  EUAUSlEnON:  Duxihg  the  rainy  season,  growth  of  grass  and  bushes 
between  and  in  oonoertina  and  tanglefoot  is  rapid,  ppen  areas  between  belts 
can  be  badcbladed  vdth  a  doaer  and  areas  in  tanglefoot  can  be  out.  Grewth 
inside  oonoertina  must  be  burned  or  the  wire  ranoved  prior  to  cutting. 

(c)  Bacldslading  with  a  bull  dozer  is  relatively 
quick  aid  e)ttective  for  a  month.  Getting  is  good  for  about  two  months  as 
a  rule.  Removal  of  oonoertina  is  wasteful  and  time  ocuBuraing  in  relation 
to  the  penoanenoe  of  the  grass-csxtting  eperaticn..  An  effective  e>p«3ient 
measure  is  the  application  of  diesel  fuel  with  hand  penp,  water-iy^  fire 
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octin^^ilahers,  soaking  the  area  thorou^ly  and  tiien  setting  it  afl«ie. 
Khatever  vegetation  remains  is  killod  in  a  few  days  and  the  operation 
is  repeated  to  remove  ary  unbumed  pcartions.  Hiis  is  also  the  moet 
effective  method  of  retarding  new  growth.  A  more  lasting  solution  is 
the  aipiloatioh  of  a  high  potency,  long  residual  vogatation  killer  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  burning  of  the  de^  grass  and  brush. 

(6)  Backfilling  dnuble  culverts, 

(a)  CBSEHVKEICN:  When  backfilling  around  doible  culverts,  the  culverts 
ate  citen  pushed  out  of  ali^ment. 

(b)  BBC3Q^MNDA!PICN:  Drive  0-shap^  pickets  along  the  sides  of  the 
cvdverts  at  an  angle  so  that  pressure  is  fMt  on  the  Hps  of  the  cjulvert. 
Wiring  acaroes  the  culvert  ficon  picket  to  picket  will  hold  the  culvert  in 
place. 

(7)  Stabilizing  backfill. 

(a)  OBSEBM^OK:  Backfill  over  culverts  during  the  rcdi^  season  is 
freguartly  inpossible  to  stabilize  and  the  road  bectmes  de^ly  rutted  end 
inpassable. 

(b)  EVTUXBfflICN:  Ihe  soil  is  saturated,  adequate  ootpacticn  carjiriot  be 
adiieved  and  ihe  bearing  capacity  of  the  soil  is  easily  exceeded. 

(c)  RBGQIfGlOITION:  'Difo  methods  have  beoi  used  to  solve  tiiis  prob¬ 
lem.  MSAl  matting  laid  crosswise  to  the  roadway  can  be  used  to  distribute 
the  wei^t  enough  for  the  soil  to  carry  the  lead.  The  second  method  is 

to  mix  OEnent  in  the  soil  to  increase  the  soil’s  bearing  strengtJti. 

(8)  ^toagement  of  flying  tlxoe. 

(cl)  CBSERWMION:  A  program  for  managing  and  allocating  flyir^  hours 
w^  famd  necessary  to  eliminate  prcblans  encountered  with  xegaxd  to 
aircraft  maintenance  and  pilot  flying  hours. 

(b)  EVhLUAnCN:  5he  flying  hour  program,  established  cn  15  Sep  69, 
has  heM  to  a  mininun  instances  of  aircraft  stacking  \3p  for  PE  and 
pilots  overflying  their  140-hour  maxixiua  for  a  consecutive  30-dey  period. 

(c)  PBoamEjroKIION:  A  similar  flying  hour  progrsti  be  used  in  otter 
cosbat  units. 

g.  OoKinnicaticns :  long  radio  transndssicns, 
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(D  OGSEEMVElCNt  When  tfWLng  (xnaUnicstiocw  taourity  equipment 
T/SBC  Kf-8,  long  ttanBmlMiicne  on  liift  i^adLo  «ttt  RIV524  often  result  in 
a  loM  of  liie  latter  portion  of  the  manage  and  rushing  r^iae  only  is 
Imard  by  the  lecaiving  staticn. 

(i)  EV!MJUKEICNt  On  Ixxig  tcarandesions,  the  security  equ^nmnt  at 
the  txanaBdtfcing  and  receiving  station  do  not  renain  in  q/nchronization. 
Therefore^  the  latter  porticn  of  the  transndLeslcn  i:  not  received. 

i3)  RBOMCMDKriCKt  ttmo  tasking  long  transoiUsions  using  the 
Rr-524  witii  a  k.iy  tiie  transmitter  afiproodmataly  every  minute  to 
za*'SynchrQnize  the  securi  'ir  ^quipnent. 

h.  Materiel. 

(1)  T)M  of  assault  tradony. 

(a)  OBSBIMyilCN:  Ibadifays  weakened  by  ncnaoon  rains  fall  quickly 
mdar  heavy  traffic. 

(b)  ElffiLOKOlGNi  Sactlons  of  failed  roadways  that  beoane  inpassable 
and  new  roads  that  Tequized  imediata  opening  were  ccwered  with  assault 
tradomy,  FSN  568(V*92^'^1388.  Vehicles  that  crossed  the  tradcweyr  ^<3  so 
unassisted,  and  ocnpletad  tiiedLr  sdssicn.  The  trackway,  althou^  buUcy 
to  move  around  and.dlfficult  to  retrieve,  served  its  inbendad  purpose. 

(c>  FBQOMIBNDKIZONt  Ocntraiy  to  the  ACSnv  evaluation  of  tscackway 
being  not  suitable  for  use  in  VL^nam,  trackway  ccxitinuas  to  psrfom 
its  intended  paxpoee  and  diould  remain  in  the  fiaay  ayeteta* 

(2)  lM-706  (V-100)  aaMPPSd  car, 

(a)  OBSEFNIOIONi  The  104*706  armored  car  was  issued  with  a  very 
limLtad  PUv^VSL. 

0>)  EVALUASIONt  At  present,  repair  parte  for  the  V-100  armored 
car  are  United  to  a  wininwl  nu>  :f)d  parts  that  are  related  to  other 
vcUcles  presently  used  in  Vietn^  The  vmafulness  of  the  vdilcle  is 
hichly  d^cedated  in  view  of  the  inadequacy  of.  tiie  repair  parts  aystem. 

(c)  iCOOMBfeKTlGN:  Oertain  prerequisites'  should  be  established  In- 
olultjv  an.  adequate  repair  parts  aystoa  prior  to  aooeptanoe  of  any  new 
equipment,  ilmang  otter  inquirements,  teere  should  also  be  both  trained 
user  personnel  and  trained  repair  sp^alists  aivailabla  before  aco^itainoe 

(3)  Power  boat  repair. 
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(a)  CBSERVRIKMk  Patching  holes  in  power  boats  vdth  patches  estd 
rivets  is  unsatisfactory, 

(b)  EVnLUAttOMt  instead  of  attadving  the  ^le  patdi  to  the  boat 
with  rivets^  a  fuel  call  repair  kit  is  used.  Ihis  kit  consists  of  a  fibers 
glass  sheet  and  plastic  epca^,  TWO  coats  of  this  material  and  one  coat 

^  paint  vdll  effectively  sei^  the  hole^ 

(c)  FCCDMCNDATICN}  Ohe  abcwe  method  should  be  adcpUd  as  a  regular 
repair  ptooedure, 

(4)  H*S-5  radar  sets. 

(a)  OBSERVU^ON:  Sons  PP&>5  radar  sets  are  showing  excessive  wear 
on  the  antenna  drive  gear  trains. 

(b)  BJMJJnaatlt  one  cause  is  that  sane  units  are  lifting  the  RT  unit 
into  the  radar  towers  fay  means  of  a  rope  tied  to  the  antenna  drive.  Ihis 
applies  an  excessive  tongue  to  the  antenna  drive  causing  strain  on  the 
gear  trains. 

(c)  iSXXXMENDAncit:  Ihe  holds  on  the  fixnt  at  the  FCF  uiit  oust  be 
used  for  all  UJftiijg. 

(5)  P»L53  lalne  detectors. 

<a)  CBSaniUKIIONt  Bepair  parts  for  the  P>135  nine  detectoTf  ei^»ci- 
ally  the  Short  handles  and  the  reoelverHocansndtter  wiring  harness,  are 
in  short  supply. 

(b)  SUAWRnai:  fhere  are  generally  10  to  20  detectors  deadlined 
and  waiting  these  parts  at  any  given  time.  ISiese  itans  must  be  made 
atvailable  in  order  to  keep  encuch  detectors  in  operaticn  to  enable  the 
divLsicn  to  fulfill  its  ndne  swe^  oonndtnents. 

(c)  FGOOfQlDnxiCNt  All  measures  Should  be  taken,  inclxtd^ns 
Bed  Ball  and  ^  reguests,  to  dbtain  these  parts. 

(6)  Hard  mounts  for  helioopter  gunsh^u* 

(a)  OBSES^^^OtiS:  During  the  past  year  there  h.-^  been  nuoaeioas 
incidents  where  crew  chiefs  and  gunners  have  axxidently  fixed  their 
weapons  during  sudden  maneuvers  on  ocntact  missicns. 
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(b)  EVALUKTICfT;  Bungee  Oords  supporting  the  I-  do  not  offer 
the  stability  required  for  the  wei^t  of  the  wecqxfi  and  fli«^t  maneuver 
used  in  firing  passes. 

(c)  FECI}^t®I^nM!ICN;  Hard  mounts  should  be  installed  in  all  tH-lC 
gunships  in  order  to  provji.de  a  firm  firiivg  platfom  and  to  restrict 
traverse,  elevation  and  deflection  of  the  machine  gun  to  .meet  safety 
requiranents  (hard  mounts  have  been  installed  on  all  Ist  Inf  Div  UH-1 
aircraft) . 

(7)  Water  in  helioopter  static  systems. 

(a)  CBSEFVAnON:  Duririg  the  nonsocn  season,  excessive  amounts  of 
water  become  tr^jped  in  the  pilot  static  tube  system  resulting  in  errone¬ 
ous  readings  of  the  altimeter,  vertical  speed  and  airspeed  indicators. 

(b)  E'y’ADUAnCN:  The  pilot  tiAie  has  a  oevar  which  prevents  water 
from  entering,  but  the  static  ports  are  open.  Hi;^  winds  and  excessive 
rainfall  causes  water  to  be  forced  into  the  static  ports. 

(c)  PEXXtMENDATION:  Masking  tape  shouJd  be  used  on  the  static  ports 
to  protect  the  system  from  water  entry.  Ihis  t^  is  ronoved  as  part  of 
the  pre-flight  inspection, 

(8)  Oo^gen  and  aoetylens  equipment. 

(a)  CBSEPMOION:  When  a  welda:  is  fini^ed  with  his  cc^gen  and 
acetylene  equipment,  he  shcnld  shut  the  paressure  off  at  the  b^tle  instead 
of  at  the  gauges.  If  the  latter'  is  done,  the  gauge  seals  oftai  rupture, 
creating  a  safety  hazard  frem  escspiivg  gases. 

(b)  EBOMMUQKnCN;  Section  leaders  should  mdee  frequsit  checks  to 
insure  that  the  pressure  is  shut  off  at  the  bottle  csn.d  that  all  gauges  ate 
removed  and  prc^ierly  stored  at  the  end  of  the  woricing  day, 

(9)  M109  SP  howitzer. 

(a)  CBSERVATIvxfi  It  is  difficult  to  line  up  the  threads  and  remo'^’e 
a  tube  on  the  M109, 

(b)  EWMiUKnON:  While  attempting  to  ranove  the  tJibe  fron  a  M109  SP., 
a  great  deal  of  difficailty  was  encountered  in  getting  the  threads  to 
lim  vp  so  the  tube  would  slide  out  of  its  mount.  An  attenpt  was  made 
to  turn  the  tube  by  means  cjf  a  sling.  This  was  unsucxessful,  and  the 
followincj  prexjedure  was  then  used  %duch  aUewed  the  tube  to  be  removed 
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within  a  20-mlnute  period.  A  five-ton  wzedcsr  held  the  tiije  at  the 
canter  of  balance  vath  a  ellng.  A  truc^  was  chained  to  the  nuzzle  breto 
and  an  eight-foot  long  4x4  board  was  passed  thxou^  the  nuzzle  ‘bxtClcau  The 
board  was  used  as  a  wrench  avd  the  trfxi  rotated  a  few  degrees.  Ihe  trueh 
was  then  badted  up  slowly  in  an  attanpt  to  renove  the  tube.  If  the  tube 
did  nob  move,  the  truck  moved  forward  to  loosen  the  chain  and  the  tube 
was  rotated  a  few  more  degrees.  Qiis  prooees  continued  until  the  threads 
lined  up  and  tube  was  removed. 

(c)  REXXMCNDAnotit  *Ihat  a  method  similar  to  that  described  above 
be  adopted  and  ptblicized  as  a  field  e)pedient. 

(10)  Elevating  and  traversing  hancMieels  on  the  M102  howitzers. 

(a)  OBSEiftUKnECNt  flie  elevating  and  traversing  hand«heels  on  early 
model  M102  howitzers  are  made  of  magnesium  alloy  and  are  easily  broken. 

(b)  EURLUASlCNt  A  more  durable  handbeel  is  now  in  the  aysten.  Eadi 
unit  should  have  the  new  handbeel  cn  order. 

(c)  PBOOfCNDA3!ICK:  thtil  new  handbeels  are  reoeivbd,  ary  service 
and  evaluation  section  can  repair  a  broken  handbeel  by  use  of  a  thin 
metal  strep  and  small  metal  screws  • 

(11)  Level  vials  and  micrometer  scales, 

(a)  CBSERVAiIXON:  Level  vials  and  micrometer  scales  cn  howitzers 
require  frequent  replacement  when  personnel  use  solvent  to  clean  the  fire 
control  si^t  mounts. 

(b)  EVALUAHON:  Solvent  remcves  the  paint  and  is  an  unauthorized 
cleaning  agent. 

(c)  PEGOMCZlDAriON:  A  sinple  cleening  a  dry  clotii  is  entirely 
sufficient  and  would  insure  that  level  vials  ranain  legible. 

(12)  Water  truck  pumps. 

(a)  CBSEFR^AnON:  Water  truck  pumps  have  fiberboard  vanes  iiiat 
wear  out  tfdthin  one  month. 

(b)  E^jSVLUATICKi  Replacing  the  fiberboard  vanes  vdth  alundnvzn 
vanes  solves  the  prolan.  Ihe  aluninum  vanes  last  rpproxiinately  six 
months. 

(c)  £^3a3f^lD^0Nt  Aluminum  vanes  should  be  standardized  on  water 

65 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVDB-TH^  1  Itecenber  I969 

SUBJiuCT:  Operational  T^port  o£  Lst  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
EJfidiirr  31  October  1969,  nCS  CSPOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

truck  punps. 

(1?)  Rebuilt  generators. 

(t-  >®SE!FVMION;  Scrae  rebuilt  generators  are  being  rc-oeived  in  an 
unserviceable  ocnditLcn. 

(b)  EWVUIKnQN :  Four  5kw  generators  wore  received  with  faulty  irag- 
netos,  several  Sfcw  and  lOKf^  generators  had  pressure  safety  lines  tocked 
up  badOTards,  and  two  5«‘W  engines  had  bad  rods, 

(c)  REXDMMENTftnON:  B^xiild  agencdos  should  place  more  enphasis  on 
quality  crmtrol. 

(14)  Standard  li^tweight  avionics  equipment  (SLAB) . 

(a)  OBSEEYAnCM:  SLAB  installed  in  the  0H6A  continue  their  high 
failure  rate. 

(b)  EWLUAHON:  The  ptoblOT  has  been  bixu^t  to  the  attention  of 
Avionics  peracnnel  at  all  echelons*  The  1st  Infantry  Division  presently 
has  no  repair  capability  for  SLAB  equipment  and  must  evacuate  it  to  Avionics 
Electronic's  (AVEL)  CJentral, 

(c)  Continued  a-phasis  by  appropriate  agencies 
should  be  maintained  until  this  failure  rate  is  reduced. 

(15)  Mindxjcms. 

(a)  OBSEPVAlTICN:  Chain-type  mindxscms  used  to  protect  bridges 
are  not  durable. 

(b)  EynUMICN:  Sene  mindxxms  are  cxtnpcsed  of  many  tirfaers  held 
together  by  individueil  lengths  of  steel  Cc±>le,  When  one  tinber  ca:  cxible 
link  breaks  the  canplete  boon  is  useless.  If  a  cable  is  ejctended  across 
the  ocnplete  river  gap  and  each  tinber  jcxined  to  it  iiv?a)Qidently,  the 
failure  of  one  tiirber  would  not  cstuse  a  ocnplete  brem  failure.  The 
individual  tirber  can  be  repaired  easily. 

(c)  HBOCffENDKEIOK:  The  oentinuous  cable  systan  used  at  the  Phu 
CUong  Bridge  to  stpport  the  minebnem  diculd  be  adopter’  fca:  all  mintboetts 
in  Vietnem. 

(16)  Ilindxcm  maintei'icBios. 
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(a)  CBSEWMICNr  f^ien  itdnabocnB  have  a  chain  link  fence  attached, 
the  river  (tebria  vAiich  oollects  on  the  fence  causes  additianal  stress. 

As  a  restCLt,  the  tinhezs  often  break  thair  cable  cxxmactors. 

(b)  EVALUKTICN:  A  chain  link  fence  is  attached  to  the  ndnebooro  at  Hiu 
Qjcng  Brides  for  the  purpose  of  atetping  submerged  mines  fron  floating  i»)der 
the  boon.  Ihese  chain  link  fences  function  vaell,  but  tend  to  step  adl 
trash  floating  dawnetreen.  If  this  d^cls  is  alloMed  to  collect  cn  the 
chain  link  fence,  the  force  of  the  water  would  eventually  break  the  boon. 

(c)  HEOCrtdDMTCM:  Mln^xxm  personnel  should  check  ndiBboans  with 
chain  link  fenoee  attached  smi  clean  than  as  debris  collects. 

i.  Doctrine: 

(1)  Airfcon>e  Petscnnel  Detector, 

(a)  OBSEIS^KTICN:  ISiere  is  a  requiranent  fer  the  establiahnent  c;f 
doctrinal  exanoepts  ocnoatning  the  use  of  the  Airixxme  Personnel  Detector. 

(b)  EVALUPnCN:  Ihese  ccncsepts  must  address  the  limited  rescuroes 
that  are  available  to  a  aimander.  In  addition,  more  definitive  ouidanoe 
is  required  ocnosmlng  the  inteipretatlcn  of  detector  sensings  eaid  the 
meaning  as  it  relates  to  the  type  of  acticn  a  enmander  dhouid  take. 

Ihe  battlefield  envizoment  has  a  profound  effect  vpen  the  detec±C3r'3 
ocpebilitles.  Therefore  more  definitive  guidance  is  raguized  cxncserxiing 
these  effects.  Because  the  luher  of  vazisbles  that  affsct'the  cpei^xtim 
of  this  instrviaent  are  so  nonerous  and  because  the  interpretaticn  by 
different  individuals  of  the  eflEects  of  these  variables  are  equally 
nucExcus ,  the  oemnanders  can  have  nothing  but  doubt  cenoeming  its 
capabilities. 

(c)  FEGGMMEZdKTION:  Both  long  an<3  short  term  studies  should  be 
initiated  to  pcovlds  further  cuidancje  concerning  the  use  cf  the  Airborne 
Personnel  Detector, 

(2)  HezbicideB. 

(a)  CBSETOKnCN:  A  greater  variety  of  herbicides  and  2pprqna:iate 
delivery  systems  are  needed, 

(b)  EVaUBTICN:  In  order  tr  give  a  exmnander  the  fleodbility  to 
use  heriaicides  in  sipport  of  his  tactical  eperatiens,  he  must  have  the 
ability  to  select  the  type  of  effect  desired  and  cmtrol  the  specific  areas 
of  applicaticxi.  Neither  the  herbicides  avail^le  to  him  nor  the  disserd- 
nating  devices  will  allow  these  options  without  causing  risk  to  the 
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friendly  pcpulaoe.  It  is  <72nerally  aocjepted.that  defoliation  oi:  heavily 
vegetated  areas  will  irprove  cbservaticn  from  the  air.  However,,  little 
is  aooaiplished  towards  iitf^oving  fields  of  fire  or  improving  d^servaticn 
for  the  soldier  on  the  ground. 

(c;  RECIMfNDMTON;  The  purpose  and  use  of  herbicides  need  to  be 
re-evaluated;  such  a  study  would  point  c\it  additional  objectives  as  tar¬ 
gets  for  future  research. 

(3)  Ski  boat  SOP. 

(a)  OBSEnWKnON;  To  operate  Ski  boats  successfully,  precise  formar 
tLcns  and  operational  patterns  nust  be  established  and  follcwal. 

(b)  EVALUATICN;  Ski  boats  operate  in  grctps  of  four  at  distances 
where  voice  control  is  often  inpcssible;  orntrri  of  these  boats  is  by 
radio  and  hand  signals .  “Ihe  boats  have  various  patterns  for  patrolling 
the  river  and  searching  the  banks.  Ohere  are  inaneuver  patterns  established 
for  enary  contact  and  emergency  situations,  Infcintrymen  are  assigned 
fields  of  fire  and  observation,  and  are  instructed  on  actions  to  perform 
in  hazardous  situations.  It  is  the  boat  operator's  responsibility  to 
brief  all  personnel  on  theix  duties  and  actions  in  atergency  situations. 

(c)  I5^3^t®^^3K^ICN;  Ml  boats  should  have  written  SCP  dealing  with 
their  cperatiins  and  maneuvers  posted  in  than;  all  personnel  should  be 
briefed  on  this  information  prior  to  the  start  of  a  missicn. 
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3.  (U)  Headquarters j  Department  of  the  Army  Survey  Information t 

None. 

FOR  IHE  OCMiFiNaKR: 


13  Incl 

l-Orcjanizaticnal  Structure 
a-lAot  of  Key  Orwwindaani — 
3-Parce  Disposition 

Tayomad 


Adjutant  General  * 
'1 


S-aa  Bdo  Opagatin»l  ntaperte* 
liosoons  Tjaamod 
fr-id  Bdo  Gpcaraticnal  Vopnebr- 
■Laseona  Laamad 
7  Oug^wet  Ocamoi*!  OporatiGHftl 
PegxMft  Loooono  Logjmad. 
^nLvisicn  Chanical  Section  Oner- 
aticnal  Fisnert-Lessens  learned 

9- lst  Avn  Bn  Operational  tepert- 
Lessons  learned 

10- lst  Qigr  Bn  Operaticnal 
RBporfc-LessmB  learned 

11- 121st  Sig  Bn  Operational 
Beport-Iesscns  learned 

12>lst  M?  Co  Operaticnal  T^eport?* 
lessens  learned 
13-lst  Inf  Div  circulars 
Incls  2,  4,  5,  6  and  7  wd  HQ,  DA 
mSERIHJTrai: 

3-OG,  H  FEV,  Am):  G3  Anedysis 
1-CE,  n  FFV,  PTIN:  7th  MHD 
1-OG,  CBMV,  KTTO:  AVHQC  (DBT) 

1- 05,  IBAES7,  ATIN:  AVHCS-Mi 
XHXie,  DA 

2- CIt)CUSAFPAC,  Ant):  (70R-IIT 
1-GO,  17th  M© 
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Uf  HQ  U  PFOBCir,  APO  San  Ptaneieoo  962661  2  DEC  1969 

THRUt  CooBandlng  Generali  OS  Angr  Vletnaai  ATTIt  A?HGC(DST)|  APO  96375 

fii— enilei  Tn  fililefj  OS  Amgr  Paolfloi  ASTNt  QPOF^DTi  APO  9655^ 

TO&  Aaslatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Develepnenti  Departnent  of  tho 
Anori  Veahincteni  D.C.  20310 

Ihle  headquartera  baa  reriewed  and  eeaonra  vlth  the  Operational  Report  * 
Laaaona  learned  of  the  1  at  Infantxx  OiTlalen  for  the  period  ending  31 
Ootober  1969* 
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HEADQUARl'SaS,  UNITW  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Kronciaco  96375  q  ^ 

TOj  Couaandor  in  Chiaf,  United  States  An^jr,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1 .  (U)  This  hsadquartere  tea  reviewed  the  Operational  Roport-LeaeonB 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  p>erlod  ending  31  October  1969  fron  Hsadquartei:^, 
tat  Infantry  Di vision  and  comiaents  of  indorsing  headquarters. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Officer  gains,  qualifications  and 
status",  page  3,  paragraph  1b(3)(c);  concur,  A  shortage  of  infantiy  cap¬ 
tains  does  exist  USARV  wide,  DA  requisition  fill  projections  for  3d 
quarter  FY  70  Indicate  the  problem  will  become  even  more  acute  in  the 
months  ahead.  The  shortfall  in  this  area  will  continue  to  be  Hst  with 
branch  and  grade  substitutions,  i.e.,  with  armor  captains  and  infantry 
lieutenants.  Other  combat  anna  captains  have  been  available  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity  to  keep  the  Division  at  or  above  TOAE  authorixations, 

b,  (U)  Reference  item  concenjing  "Personnel:  Position  Vacancies 
for  Promotion",  page  46,  paragraph  2a j  concur.  Authority  to  promote 
personnel  to  grade  E4  and  E5  without  regard  to  position  vacanqr  has"  been 
granted  by  Department  of  the  Army,  For  the  past  six  months  USARV  has  been 
authorized  to  promote  2%  of  its  promotion  allocations  tb  grade  E4  and  E5 
without  regard  to  position  vacancy  criterion  as  indicated: 


£i 

JUl  Xes  So 

AUG  69  los  No 

SEP  69  TAs  Tea 

OCT  69  No  No 

NOV  69  les  Tea 

DK  69  les  No 

c,  (C)  Reference  items  concerning  "Intelligence  in  search  and  seal 
operations",  page  46,  paragraph  2b(l)  and  "Use  of  IPS  teams  during  village 
seals",  page  47,  paragraph  2b{2)j  concur.  The  joint  seal  operation  not 
only  provides  adequate  personnel  for  a  timely  operation,  it  is  also  a 
means  of  implementing  the  Improvement  and  Modernisation  program  for  RVNAF, 
These  articles  are  being  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  Jan  70  edition  of 
the  Ccmbat  Intelligence  Lessons, 
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ATHGC-Dbx  (l  i>ac  6v)  iJd  incl 

SUBJKCT;  Optfi'ational  Report  of  let  Infantrv  lUvieion  ^o»*  p«v^o^  i.,y>rn  wo 
31  October  1969,  RCS  CSKOB-65  {R2^  (U)  '  * 

d,  (C)  Reference  iteae  concerning  "IPW  Tetae  at  FSE".  page  kl ,  para¬ 
graph  2b(3)}  ‘•Kaqjloitation  of  ralliere",  page  47,  paragrat  h  2b(4)j  and 
"a^oyaent  of  ralliere",  page  4B,  paragraph  2b(5)j  concu.-.  To  maxioiee 
the  exploitation  of  tactical  intelligence,  epoed  is  oM  the  essence.  Locat¬ 
ing  IPW  tease  at  FSBo,  when  possible,  allowe  for  quick  and  coaplete  inter- 

ralliere  and  FWe.*  A  thorough  Interrogation  provides  infonaation 
on  eneegr  unit  strengths,  locations  end  plane  ae  well  as  allowing  for  the 
plyeical  orientation  of  the  Ptf  or  rallier. 

e,  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Sensor  Fields",  page  4R,  para¬ 
graph  2b(6);  concur.  Upon  request  by  the  using  unit,  ground  sensor  assets 
for  use  in  RVM  are  allocated  by  CCMUSMACV  based  on  adeeion  priority  and 
availability  of  equipment. 

f,  (c)  Reference  item  concerning  "Squid  operations",  page  49,  para¬ 
graph  2e(l);  concur.  At  this  tijae  a  study  is  being  conducted  to  detcraine 
if  the  Ski  Boat  should  bo  classified  as  Standard  A  equipeent. 

g,  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Eneoy  base  camp  utilization", 

!*£•  50,  paragraph  2c{4);  concvir.  Consideration  shohld  also  be  given  to 
the  eaployaent  of  stay  behind  forces  after  completion  of  search  operations. 

h,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  PSYOP  Aircraft",  page  52, 
paragraph  2c(9);  concur.  This  recomsndstion  is  in  keeping  with  the  doc- 
trins  contained  in  FH  33-5. 

i,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Light  Observation  Helicopter 
Tactics",  page  53#  paragraph  2c(l0)j  concur,  With  the  exception  of  the 
ainiBUM  alz*speed,  the  evaluation  and  recosuaendation  are  valid.  The  air¬ 
speed  utilized  is  dependent  on  the  sission  requirements,  the  enemy 
eltustlon,  and  the  terrain. 

J.  (C)  Reference  item  ccwicerrdjig  "Radar  Guided  Anti-aircraft  Weapons", 

53#  paragraph  2c(ll)j  concur.  The  phenomenon  is  currently  under  in- 
vestigatien  by  MACY  J2.  USARV  has  not  polished  guidance  on  evasive  action 
since  the  threat  has  not  been  defined.  Pilots  should  be  instructed  to 
report  occurrences  of  this  pheuostsnon  tbroxigh  intelligence  channels. 

k.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Cutting  landing  zones",  page  55# 
paregraph  2e(l8)j  concur.  No  action  is  required  by  higher  headquairters. 

l.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  Medical  "Go  Teams",  page  57,  para¬ 
graph  2d(l);  concur.  However,  this  concept  is  not  new.  Appendix  3,  FM 
61-100  provides  guidance  for  the  establishnent  of  rapid  reaction  medical 

teams. 
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AVHGC-DtfT  (l  D«c  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  1st  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
31  October  1969,  RGS  CSFOa-65  (R2)  (U) 

(U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Mobile  Dental  Teaaie”,  page  57, 
paragraph  2d(2);  concur.  The  concept  of  a  Mobile  Dental  Team  has  been 
iapleaented  bj*  all  medical  detachments  (dental  service) . 

n.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Military  Police  Strength",  page 

57,  paragraph  2d(3) .  Nonconcur  with  recosnendation  that  future  TOE 
actions  include  an  optional  provision  for  one  additional  militazy  police 
platoon.  Any  increase  in  authorization,  either  by  individual  or  cellular 
unit,  is  accomplished  by  a  MTQE  action  rather  than  a  TOE  action.  Due  to 
the  current  moratorium  on  submission  of  MTOE  changes  and  the  severe 
liadtablon  on  additional  manpower  spaces,  it  appears  that  provisional 
overstrength  of  the  MP  Company  from  divisional  assets  is  the  best  means 
available  to  meet  increased  operational  ccaanitments  which  are  of  un¬ 
certain  duration. 

o.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "XM-706  (V-100)  Armored  Car",  page 

58,  paragraph  2e(l);  concur.  CDC  and  AMC  have  recognized  the  repair  pM^s 
and  design  problems  and  are  taking  action  in  these  areas.  The  only  TM*s 
piiblished  for  the  lM-706  are  the  20P  and  34P  manuals.  The  manufacturer 
has  an  operator's  manual  which  is  currently  in  shoi*t  supply.  Action  is 
being  taken  to  notify  units  of  address  where  operator's  manuals  may  be 
obtained. 

pj  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Logistical  support  for  forward 
attack  bases",  page  59,  paragraph  2f(l)j  concur.  The  success  of  the  small 
forward  logistics  operations  center  in  solving  resupply  problems  without 
undue  stress  deems  it  worthy  of  being  considered  in  future  operations 
faced  with  similar  circumstances. 

q.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Ifaintenance  of  FSB",  page  60, 
paragraph  2f(4.);  comcur.  Considerable  assistance  in  this  effort  can  be 
provided  throu^  self-help  programs, 

r.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Stabilizing  Backfill",  p&go  6l, 
3»ragraph  Jtf(7)j  Conctir,  However,  use  of  the  soil  cement  procedure  is 
the  preferred  method. 

s.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Management  of  Flying  Time",  page 
61,  paragraph  2f(8)j  concur.  The  management  of  aircraft  and  aviator 
flying  time  and  schedtiled  maintenance  is  the  responsibility  of  the  unit 
coamander. 

t.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Coamunications;  Long  Radio  Trans¬ 
missions",  page  6l,  paragraph  2gj  nonconcur.  Keying  the  transmitter  every 
minute  to  re-sychronize  the  security  equipment  is  not  normal  operating 
procedure  when  using  the  KT-8/RT-52i4.  combination.  Loss  of  syiichronization 
could  be  caused  by  any  number  of  reasons  such  as,  equipment  failures  at 
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SUBJECT:  Op«r«tloual  R«port  of  1»t  Inftotnr  W.rlsior,  for*  P«trj.od 
31  October  1969,  RCS  CSF<ffi^>63  (R2)  (U) 

•lth«r  end,  exceMli*  heat  bvdldup,  an  interrupted  radio  path  or  atnoe  - 
p^ter!c  dlstui'bancae.  It  should  be  i*eMMtbered  that  the  ~o.r  --  t 
uent  is  designed  to  operate  at  a  receiv«-transnit  ratio  of  9:1* 

tt*  (U)  Reference  itea  concerning  "Use  of  Assanl.t  Trackwnj",  page 
62,  paragraph  2h(l);  sufficient  data  is  not  prosidsd  to  allow  evaluation. 

The  1st  Infantxy  Uvialoa  should  subsdt  a  nore  detailed  stateaent  of  ezcep>' 
tlon  to  the  ACTIV  evaluation  if  reconsideration  is  desired. 

T.  (U)  Reference  it-^m  concemln£"lM-706  (T-lOO)  Araored  Car", 
page  62,  paragraph  2h(2);  concur.  Action  is  eurrentlj  being  taken  b/ 

USABV,  let  Log  Cwd  and  TAC(i<  to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  repair  parts 
and  aecbanics  for  the  lM-706  Areored  Car. 

w.  (U)  Reference  Itea  concerning  "Power  boat  repair",  p>age  62, 
paragraph  2h(3}:  Concur  with  use  of  the  fuel  cell  repair  kit  aa  a  field 
fix  for  patching  holes  in  netal  skin  boats.  The  unit  will  be  notified  to 
aubelt  an  Equlpswnt  Inproveoent  Recoeoerdvtlon  (KIR)  to  USAHECDM  for 
technical  evaluation. 

X.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Hard  Mounts  for  Hell.eopter  Gur.  < 
ships",  page  63,  paragraph  2h(6);  concur.  Sagasd  Mounts  for  UH-1C 
helicopters  are  available  in  sufficient  quantities  to  swet  requlremejiis 
Units  haring  a  need  for  these  nounte  should  Identifj  requlren^ents  to 
uSARV  Aviation,  AVHAV-LOG. 

y.  (U)  Reference  itea  concerning  "Water  in  Helicopter  Static  Syistisj,  '', 
page  64,  paragrai*  2h(7)j  concur.  Extreme  cai’e  aust  be  taken  during 
flight  to  insure  that  the  tape  is  removed. 

z.  (C)  Reference  itea  concerning  "Material",  page  64,  paragraph 
2H(9)j  nonconcur.  To  reaove  the  tube  of  the  M109  SP  Howitzer  by  con-’ 
nectlng  a  truck  to  the  muzzle  brake  can  damage  the  tuhe.  That  t;pe 
amount  of  force  is  not  required  to  separate  the  tube  froa  the  breach 
mschanisa,  A  wrecker  can  be  used  to  support  the  tube  during  the  sepa-’ 
ration.  A  kxk  inch  wooden  plank  man  be  placed  in  the  auBzle  brake  and/sr- 
a  chaiR  wrench  placed  around  the  tube  to  apply  necessary  fores  to 

the  tubo.  That  method  of  applying  force  will  not  cauee  damage  to  thes 
tube.  degreo/i  turn  of  the  tube  will  align  the  threads  of  the  tube 

and  breach  mechaniSB  for  separation. 

ak.  (U)  Reference  item  eoncendng  "Rebuilt  Generators",  page  66$ 
paragraph  2h(l3);  concur.  Ihen  rebuilt  generators  are  received  in  au 
unserviceable  condition,  Ist  Log  Cossl  contacts  the  responsibi©  rebuild 
agenpy  to  inform  them  of  the  quality  control  failure. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  let  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ena'ng 
31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

ab,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Water  tiruck  pumps",  page  65, 
paragraph  2h(l2);  concur.  An  Equipment  Improvement  Recommendation  (EIE) 
should  be  submitted  lAW  para  3-74,  TM  38-750, 

ac,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Airborne  Personnel  Detectors", 
page  67,  paragraph  2i(l);  concur.  The  final  draft  of  USARV  Pam  525-2(R), 
Utilization  and  Employment  of  Personnel  Detectors,  was  distributed  to  the 
field  in  limited  quantities  on  29  Nov  69*  The  pamphlet  is  now  being  pub¬ 
lished  in  Jfipan  and  is  expected  to  be  released  to  the  field  in  Feb  70. 

ad,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Herbicides",  page  67,  paragraph 
2i(2):  MACV  is  presently  conducting  a  study  concerning  new  herbicides 
and  improved  delivery  qrstems;  therefore,  this  item  will  be  forwarded  to 
MACV  J3-09  for  consideration. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANDER: 


Cy  ftirn: 
MACV  J3-09 
Ist  INF  DIV 
II  FFV 


lb 

CONFIDENTIAL 


nPl^DMtVr  /I  £e\\  -a 

«#«v  vjr/  ju  xnu  ^u} 


SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  lat  Infantry  Dlvialon  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969,  RC8  CSFOR-65  (E2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Pranclaco  96558  2  :  T!  " 

TO;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310  ep-rrmenc  ot  the 


This  headquarters  concurs  In  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 
FOR  THE  COMIAMDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  Av'C 
As$;  AG 
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HBC,  lat  Xtaf  DIt 
701  at  Malnt  Bn 
lat  BAT  Bn 
121at  Sig  Bn 
let  Bngr  Bn 
lat  km  Bn 
lat  Had  Bn 
lat  MI  Dat 

BBC  and  Band,  Spt  Cnd 

let  idnln  Go 

266th  cm  nat 

242d  cm  Oat 

43d  Ft  Oat 

44th  PI  m 

17th  MU  Biat  Oat 

Co  I  (Buigar),  75th  Inf 

lat  Sqdn,  4th  Gar 

BBC,  latBda 

lat  Bn,  2d  Inf 


2d  Bn  (Maob),  2d  Inf 

2d  Bn«  28th  Inf 

35th  Inf  Plat  (Scout  Dog) 

BBC,  2d  Bda 
lat  Bn,  18th  Inf 
2d  m,  18th  Inf 
BBC,  3d  Bda 

lat  Bn  (Haoh),  16th  Ini' 
lat  Bn',  2dth..Inf 
lat  Bn,  .  26th  Ihf 
2d  Bn,  I6th  Inf 
4l8t  Inf  Plat  (Soout  Dog) 

61  at  Inf  Plat  (Combat  T.tauikor) 

EBB,  Div  Irty 

lat  Bn,  5th  Artgr 

lat  Bn,  7th  Axty 

2d  Bn,  33d  Arty 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty 

lot  MP  Co 

269th  ?A  Dat  Badar 


Atta<died  Bnlta 


Co  B,  2d  Bn,  34th  Aznor  317th  Avn  Dot 

314th  Avn  Dat  340th  Avn  Dat 

OPGON  \JaltB 

A  Btiy,  5th  Bn,  2d  Arty  (-)  lat  Plat,  I  Btry,  29th  Arty  (6  Sect) 
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Office  of  the  Chemical  Officer 
APO  96345 


avdb-cm 


5  Novanher  1969 


SUBJECT:  Feeder  Report  to  Operational  Report  1st  Infantry  Division  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969  (U) 


1.  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

a  GEMERAL:  (1)  During  the  period  1  August  1969  through  31  October 
1969,  ’  thelstafantry  Division  Chemical  Section  continued  to  exercise 
operational  control  over  assigned  chemical  units,  and  perform  missions  in 
support  of  combat  operations. 

(2)  The  242d  Chemical  Detachment  (CBRC)  au^ented  "the  Division  ^emical 
Section  with  personnel  necessary  to  sustain  chemical  operations.  During  the 
period  1  August  1969  to  20  October  1969,  1  Lt  Ralph  L.  Johnson  was -detachment 
commander.  CPI  VHUiam  J.  Patten  assumed  comnand  on  21  October  1969. 

(3)  The  266th  Chemical  Platoon  provided  chemical  support  bo  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  CPT  William  R,  Dias  conmanded  the.  platoon  during  this  reporting  period, 

b.  OPERATIONS:  (1)  Personnel  Detection  Missions  (Bloodhound): 

(a)  Missions  continued  to  be  flown  for  the  Division  G-2  or^  a  daily  basis 
until  5  September  1969  Fifty  large  area  surveillance  missions  were  flown. 

The  average  size  of  targeted  areas  was  60  square  kiloneters, 

(b)  An  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  crew  was  assigned  to  the  division  air 
cavalry  troop  on  a  permanent  basis  during  the  report  period.  The  personnel 
detector  is  used  to  search  out  specific  areas  of  interest  and  to  locate  enemy 
activity  Tdiich  can  be  exploited  by  the  assets  of  the  air  cavalry  troop.  After 
a  bloodhound  mission  is  complete^  a  hunter  killer  team  searches  the  area  in 
which  hotpots  are  detected  to  confirm  and  identify  the  activity  in  that 
location.  A  total  of  102  missions  were  flown  during  the  reporting  period. 
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ATIB^ai  5  Hoveober  I969 

SUBJECT*  Feeder  Report  to  OpereAlonal  Report  let  Infantry  EirLaLon  for  Reriod 
Ending  31  Oetober  I969  (U) 

(c)  On  6  S^tenjoer  1969  large  area  eurreillance  ndeelone  were  diecontinuad. 
The  pereonnel  d^ector  and  crew  were  assigned  ae  part  of  an  aviation  battalion 
ligtAtoree  team  (oonpoaed  of  Aviation  Battalion  assets,  similar  to  an  Air  CavdLry 
Troop)  which  ie  further  attached  to  battalion  siee  units  for  operations.  The 
pereonnel  detector  is  used  to  locate  hotspots  vhich  euo  inaediately  searched  by  a 
hunter  killer  team,  Slgnifioaht  findings  are  exploited  Imoedlately  by  ground 
forces,  eagle  flights,  artillery  fire  or  light  fire  teams,  A  total  of  62  personnd. 
detector  missions  were  flown  as  part  of  this  team, 

(2)  Riot  Control  Agent  CSi  (a)  Non>persistent  CS*  Three  missions 
eiqploylng  a  total  of  79  B-15S  CS  dLusteiv  were  flom  in  OI-l  airexaft  taigeted 
against  eneny  positions.  One  mission  expending  19  B>158  clusters  was  targeted 
against  an  ene^  baae  easp  in  a  heavy  jungle  area.  The  other  two  ndsalons  were 
flown  prior  to  artillery  preparation  for  ground  forces  exploitation.  The  use  of 
CS  ounitlons  under  this  concept  cannot  be  evaluated  because  there  was  no  observ¬ 
able  evidence  that  the  use  of  CS  aided  in  the  enemy  more  vulnerable  to 

friendly  fires.  The  failure  rate  of  nunitions  functioning  properly  was  minimal. 
Most  of  these  failures  can  be  attributed  to  human  error  as  opposed  to  mechanical 
rroblaas. 

2,  Kanuever  units  continued  to  use  M»7  Series  CS  grenades  and  40  no  CS 
cartridges  in  an  attenpt  to  drive  personnel  from  hardened  or  covered  positions. 
Scouts  with  hunter  killer  teams  used  M-7  Series  CS  grenades  on  sevezA  occasions 
to  further  erqploit  personndl  detector  findirrgs,  (hr  one  occasion  three  VC  were 
driven  from  cover.  On  another,  one  VC  was  killed  after  being  flushed  from  a 
hardened  position, 

(b)  Persistent  CS*  A  total  of  215  drums  (X7$SD0  pounds),  were  dropped 
on  two  missions  during  this  reporting  period.  Impact  Iwrsters  were  used  to 
detonate  the  55  gallon  drums.  These  miosions  were  conducted  on  post  B-52 
strikes  to  restrict  enemy  use  of  terrain  or  hardened  positions  remaining  in 
the  area  after  the  air  strikes  and  to  harrass  know  aneiy  in  the  area.  The 
use  of  persieteirb  CS  In  the  division  TAOR  was  rot  used  more  extenslv&y  because 
of  our  inability  to  control  downwind  drift  and  the  uncertalnlty  concerning  the 
persistency  of  the  agent.  In  additl(m  the  only  means  available  for  its  delivery 
are  helicopters  ihlch  are  normally  used  on  higher  priority  tasks. 


^2 
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SUBJECT : 


_  .  ^  ')  Noveiiibftr  iQf^Q 

i-eeaer  Heport  to  Operational  Report  1st  Infantry  Division  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969  (U) 


(3)  Defoliation:  (a)  A  total  of  11  C-123  aerial  defoliation  sorties 
were  flewn  in  the  divisions  TADI  during  the  months  of  August  and  September'. 

A  total  of  k,'i20  hectares  were  defoliated  by  C-123  spray. 

(b)  The  burning  of  vegetation  by  the  use  of  diesel  fuel  continued  through¬ 
out  the  reporting  period.  Approximately  122,000  gallons  of  diesel  fuel  was 
dispensed  by  ground  spray  equipment  on  the  perimeters  of  three  base  camps, 
two  fire  support  bases  and  along  the  sides  of  highway  I3  north  of  LAI  KHE 

base  camp. 


(4)  Flame  Operation:  (a)  One  hundred  and  seventeen,  55  gallon  fougasses 
were  ettplaced  at  fire  support  bases  during  the  month  of  October. 

(b)  The  mechanized  flamethrower,  M132,  is  used  in  support  of  tactical 
operations.  It  is  generally  used  tc  assist  in  clearing  antipersonnel  mine¬ 
fields  in  heavily  vegetated  areas.  In  this  role  it  is  used  to  merely  bum 
off  the  minefield.  It  is  also  used  in  a  perimeter  defense  role  around  FSPB's 
and  NDP's.  On  one  occasion  it  was  used  by  the  2d  Battalion  2d  Infantry  to 
break  up  an  attack  by  NVA  forces  against  a  friendly  position.  The  division 
chemical  section  personnel  assisted  the  1st  Squadron  4th  Cavalry  with  the 
training  of  personnel  in  the  servicing  and  firing  of  the  mechanized  flame¬ 
thrower.  At  the  present,  the  only  means  of  qualifying  persomel  to  operate 
this  equipment  is  by  an  on  the  job  training  program.  It  shoiild  be  noted  that 
even  a  majority  of  Chemical  Staff  Socialists  in  the  54  MOS  lack  the  qualifict- 
ion  to  operate  or  seirvice  the  mechanized  flamethrower. 

(c)  During  September  an  attempt  was  made  to  develop  a  flame  system  to 
set  a  river  on  fire.  The  logistics  involved  was  to  enormous  to  achieve 
success.  The  resupply  routes  of  the  VC/NVA  crosses  the  SAIGON  River.  The 
area  in  which  they  cross  the  river  is  from  30  to  60  meters  wide.  The  exact 
mossing  sites  are  unknown  until  they  are  detected  by  radar  or  visual  sight¬ 
ings.  The  concept  envisioned,  engulfing  the  VC/NVA  in  the  water  with  flame 
as  they  attempted  to  cross  the  river.  Various  methods  were  tested.  These 
included  the  floating  of  5  gallon  cans  of  napalm  down  the  river  to  dumping 
fuel  on  the  water  and  prepositioning  druns  of  napalm  with  high  explosive 
charges  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  Navy  PER  boats  were  used  to 
Conduct  this  test.  The  logistical  burden  precluded  testing  other  expedients 
or  coriductirg  the  actxial  operation.  The  desired  munition  would  have  been  a 
chemical  substance  deliverable  by  helicopter  that  would  ignite  upon  contact 
with  water  and  creatp  a  mass  of  flame. 
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AVDB-Ch  5  November  I969 

SUBJbCT;  Feeder  Report  to  Operational  Report  let  Infantry  Divieion  Perl^ 
Lnding  31  October  19^9  (U) 

(5)  Vector  control  aoparatas:  In  an  atteirpt  to  aeslst  the  Preventive 
hedicine  personnel  >'lth  the  control  of  inosouitos  and  other  srall  insects,  an 
expedient  fdg/^ing  device  tdiich  uses  the  exhaust  system  of  motor  vehicles  was 
installed  on  a  3/4  Ion  truck  at  each  of  the  Fire  Support  Bases  and  Night 
Defensive  Positions  within  the  division.  The  fogging  solution  consisted  of 
a  6jt  by  volume  mixture  of  iralathlon  in  diesel  fuel.  This  device  is  used  to 
augment  other  insecticide  dispersing  eoulpment. 

2,  (C)  Section  Lessons  Learned:  Observations,  Evaluations,  and  Recommend¬ 

ations: 

a.  Thei'S  is  a  requirement  for  the  establishment  of  doctrinal  concepts 
concerning  the  use  of  the  Airborne  Personnel  Detector's  These  concepts  cust 
address  the  limited  resources  that  are  available  to  a  coraDsander.  In  addition 
moire  definitive  guidance  is  required  concerning  the  interpretation  of  detector 
sensings  and  the  meaning  as  it  relates  to  the  type  of  action  a  cormandor 
should  take.  The  battlefield  environment  has  a  profound  effect  upon  the 
detectors  capabilities.  Therafore  irore  definitive  guidance  is  required 
caneemlxc  these  effects.  Because  the  number  of  vartablee  that  effect  the 
operation  of  this  instrument  are  so  numerous  and  because  the  interpretation 
by  different  individuals  of  the  effects  of  these  variables  are  Just  as 
hPmerouSj  the  eoaiiianders  can  have  nothing  but  doubt  concerning  its  capabilit¬ 
ies. 


b.  In  order  to  give  a  commander  the  flexibility  to  use  herbicides  in 
support  of  his  tactical  operations,  he  must  have  the  ability  to  select  the 
type  of  effect  desired  and  to  control  tl»  specific  areas  of  api^icetion. 
Neither  the  hetbleidea  available  to  him  nor  the  dlasindnatlng  devices  will 
allow  these  options  without  causing  undue  risk  to  the  friendly  populace.  It 
is  generally  accepted  that  defoliation  of  heavily  vegetated  areas  will  improve 
obeervatlon  from  the  air.  However,  little  is  aceonplished  towards  improving 
fields  of  fire  or  Improvliv  observation  for  the  soldier  on  the  ground. 


LTC,  CnlC 

Division  Cheudeal  Officer 
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DEPART,”  :NT  of  I'm  ARMy 
lUilADoiJARTERS  tST  AVIATTCN  OATTA■LIO^I  (COffRAT) 

1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISIWJ 
AFO  96345 

AVDB-AVN  5  November  1969 

SUBJECT:  (^rational  Report  of  let  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  for  the 
period  ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  (SFCR)  (Rl)  (U) 


Commanding  Oeneral 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATITJ:  AVDB-T  (MHD) 
APO  96345 


1.  (C)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities, 

a.  In  addition  to  the  general  aviation  support  provided  to  the  1st 
Infantr}--  Division  during  past  reporting  periods,  1st  Aviation  Battalion 
implemented  two  new  programs.  The  first  was  the  employment  of  Might 
Hawk,  and  second,  the  fielding  of  a  "lighthorse"  force.  The  aircraft 
assets  of  Company  B  and  D  Troop,  l/4  Cav  remained  the  same  as  they  were 
for  the  last  reporting  period,  Conpany  A  acquired  an  additional  UH-ID 
from  Company  S,  yOlst  Maintenance  Battalion. 

(l)  The  Night  Hawk  concept,  as  described  in  the  last  reporting 
^riod,  was  emplemented  as  a  full  scale  operation  .starting  27  July  1969. 
It  waS'  noted  during  the  first  Night  Havk  operations  that  for  security 
and  radio  relay  .for  the  low  flying  Night  Hawk,  a  chase  ship  would  be‘ 
necessary.  The  Night  Havk  and  chase  ship  flew  as  a  team  until  the  end 
of  Avigust  when  the  second  Night  Havk  team  ’>as  assembled.  In  order  to 
naj.ntain  the  sane  number  of  day  assets  in  support  of  the  Division,  D 
^oop,  1/4  Cav  was  given  the  mission  of  providing  the  second  chase  ship. 
That  mission  also  provided  D  . Troop  with  an  opportunity  to  provide  night 
^^3^og  experience  for  the  UH-1  pilots,  as  well  as  provided  for  a  ^spacer” 
^craft-  for  scheduling  maintenance  .flow  in  the  remainder  o^  the  UB-1 
neet.  On  18  Septerber  1969  a  third  Night  Ha>k  team  was  assert  led. 
Instead  of  employing  tlu^a  Night  Havks  and  three  chase  ships  each  nirtt, 
only  two  flew  each  nj.Fht  with  two  chase  ships.  T.he  third  s'<'stera  sta^d 
down  in  a  reserve  status.  Each  ship  had  .one  night  down  and  two  nights 
flying  every  three  days,  and  only  two  chase  shits  flving  every  night 
were  reouLred.  On  30  August  the  decision  was  rade  to  fly  all" three 
Night  Ha^s  vfhenever  possible.  Again,  in  order  to  conserve  dav  assets, 
ors  C  model  gunship  wma  oonverted  into  a  CM  aircraft  for  the  "light- 

horse”  mission  and  a  procedure  was  estab^iSTed  that  allovjed  two  chase 
ships  to  cover  three  Night  Havks,  Due  to  maintenance  problems  and 
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operational  co'-vat- lonts,  Ti'oop,  lA  Cav  was  fc  ceci  to  discontinue 
proviclinf;  a  chase  shin  late  in  Octolier,  This  left  the  Nl/'ht  Hawks  with 
only  one  chase  shin  to  cover  three  Nipht  Hawk  ships  at  one  tiine.  Two 
gunships  from  Company  !3  were  cojT’itted  as  two  of  the  three  chase  shijJS 
requiisd.  If  a  Night  Hawk  went  down  the  chase/gunship  would  cal3  the 
"slick"  chase  ship  to  pick  up  the  crew.  Also,  the  gunship  could  cover 
the  downed  Night  Hawk  with  fire  until  pick  up  vras  accomplished.  This 
chase  system  has  worked  quite  well  although  allocated  "blade  time" 
has  consistently  been  exceeded.  Since  Night  Havdc  accomplished  night 
surveillance  missions  and  was  able  to  effectively  neutrali^-e  targets 
that  it  found  by  itself,  fire  fly  missions  were  no  longer  necessary 
and  were  thus  elirrriated.  Results  of  Might  Hav^c  for  the  perioc'  were 
in  excess  of  125  KBA  and  10  sampans  destroyed, 

(2)  In  the  early  part  of  September,  the  Lighthorse  force  was 
established.  Lighthorse  consisted  of  one  CK  arrcraft,  one  Bloodhound/ 
Fbj'-ops  aircraft,  three  troop  carrying  slicks,  and  a  Hunter  Killer  team. 

The  lighthorse  team  is  employed  under  the  OPCON  of  a  Brigade  for  a 
specified  tine  period,  in  addii,ion  to  use  under  Division  control  for 
LRRP  insertions  and  extractions.  The  most  successful  po.rt  of  Lighthorse 
has  been  the  employment  of  the  Hunter  Killer  team  on  VR's  to  locate  the 
enery  and  collect  intelligence.  As  a  result,  the  Hunter  KiiJer  capa¬ 
bility  of  Lighthorse  ivas  expanded  in  mid  October  to  two  teams  operating 

at  t'le  same  time.  On  many  occasions  Lighthorse  has  successfully  exploited 
senior  readings  from  its  Bioodhound  and  VR*s  b'r  its  Hunter  Killer  teams 
‘to  get  KBA*s,  followed  by  insertion  of  ground  troops  using  the  three 
troop  carriers.  Lighthorse  missions  include  VR*s  of  specific  areas  and 
point  targets  such  as  bunkers,  suspected  enemy  base  canos,  and  freouent 
first  light  VR’s  of  known  and  susrected  enemy  trails, 

(3)  To  increase  maintenance  efficiency,  and  to  stabilize  the 
hours  flown  b"  Company  A  to  a  workable  level,  a  flying  hour  program 
was  adopted  on  15  September,  3000  hours  per  month  and  92  hours  oer  day 
flown  by  19  aircraft  was  the  main  proposal  of  the  program.  Close  records 
are  kept  to  insure  t'aat  excess  blade  tire  on  ary  one  day  will  be  com¬ 
pensated  for  in  the  following  days.  This  program  has  proven  itself  to 

be  a  valuable  management  tool  for  the  battalion  in  the  short  tire  it  has 
been  in  operation.  Over  a  long  period  of  tire  it  should  provide  the 
Division  the  maxinum  amount  of  aircraft  hours  with  the  greatest  efficien- 
cy  being  gained  per  aircraft  hotT. 

(U)  Testing  of  the  Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  System  (MADS)  indi¬ 
cates  this  system  should  be  employed  primarilv  for  sensor  drops  and  not 
as  a  substitute  for  artillery.  MADS  proved  effective  on  sensor  drops 
because  the  IVP  marking  round,  dropped  with  the  serisor,  impacts  within 
20  meters  of  the  sensor  increasing  accuracy  in  plotting  sensor  locations. 


(5)  The  1st  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  Staff  Assistance  Visits 
to  the -three  Brigade  Aviation  Sections  and  the  Diva  sion  Artillery  Aviation 
Section,  These  visits  were  conducted  to  assist  the  sections  in  solving 
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^obloms  in  the  areas  of  operations,  flipht  records,  safety  and  mainte¬ 
nance.  Theee  vieite  served  a  two- fold  fxirpoee  in  that  they  were  used 
by  the  sections  to  improve  and  increase  the  efficiency  level  of  their 
operations  and  by  the  Ist  Aviation  Battalion  to  learn  of  any  problem 
areas  of  the  sections,  chock  on  aircraft  utilization  and  to  help  main¬ 
tain  the  same  aviation  standards  throu/ihtout  the  Division. 

b.  Battalion  Command  Structure  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period: 
Incloaure  #1, 

c.  The  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  Division  vdth  daily  aviation 
support  throughout  the  AO  for  the  reporting  period.  Training  of  newly 
assigned  pilots  in  -ths  LOH  contini»d  In  Compary  B,  idditionalv,  LOH 
transition  training  vbs  conducted  by  Qualified  instn'ctor  oilotf  in 
several  of  the  Brigade  Aviation  Sections.  Command  information  was  coi>- 
ducted  weekly  by  unit  comnanders  and  Character  Guidance  was  conducted 
monthly  by  a  guest  chaplain. 

d.  The  Aviation  Battalion  did  not  conduct  any  tactical  or  adminis¬ 
trative  move  during  the  reporting  period. 

2,  (C)  Section  2,  lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Cbservatione,  Evalu¬ 

ations  and  Recommendations. 

a.  Ibrsonnel:  None 

b.  Operations: 

(1)  Night  Hawk: 

(a)  Observations:  The  Night  Hawk,  with  a  capability  fer 
engaging  observed  targets,  has  proven  itself  to  be  an  extremely  effective 
night.  <*servation  operation.  Althoi^gh  flown  at  critical  altitudes  and 
airspeeds,  the  relative  safety  of  the  operation  is  enhanced  by  flying 
and  detecting  targets  while  completely  blacked  out. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  Firefly  had  two  ma.lor  disadvantages 
vMch  have  been  eliminated  in  the  Night  Ha'idt  operation.  First,  the 
Firefly  has  limited  target  engagement  capability,  and  second,  during  the 
search  ptese  of  the  operation  to  locate  targets,  the  white  light  must 

be  used  thus  giving  away  the  Pirefly»8  location. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  Night  Ha’-k  operations  continue  to 
be  utilized  in  place  of  the  Firefly  fer  nigKt  VR’s  and  combat  operations* 

(2)  MADS: 

(a)  Observation:  Ths  MADS  (Ffortar  Aerial  Delivery  System) 
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had  boon  ubdu  ad  a  4#^  **»*  'tai*  rouiiu  c*olivdry  5'3ten  for  bcoh  "bciribirig” 

of  an  enany  poaitions  with  FE2  rounds  and  narkiny  sensor  locations  when  a 
sensor  nd  a  WP  round  are  drcnpod  together  fron  an  ajircraft. 


(b)  Evaluation;  Dropping  of  HE  4.2  in,  mortar  rounds  cji 
eneny  pjaitions  is  better  accomplished  using  artillery  f:?'  Droppir„g 
WP  rounds  and  sensors  together  fer  the  purpose  of  accurately  plotting 
their  location  has  proven  to  be  very  efficient 

(c)  Reconmendation;  That  the  MADS  be  used  primarily  on 
sensor  drops  missions  and  be  discontinued  for  use  as  a  substitute  for 
artillery  fires, 

(3 )  Idghthorae ; 

(a)  Cbservaoicn:  Lightherse  has  been  operating  since  the 
first  pert  of  Septeraber. 


(b)  Evaluation;  lighthorse  has  nroven  itself  to  be  an 
effective  small  scale  air  cav  operation.  By  placing  lighthorse  aviation 
assets  OPCON  to  a  brigade,  the  ground  comander  is  provided  the  rfjsotirces 
to  search  for  and  engage  hostile  elements  using  his  organic  cround  elements, 

(c)  Hecoraraendation;  The  Lighthorse  concept  be  contintied 
as  a  regular  oocration, 

(4)  Flying  Horn*  llanagement; 

(a)  Observation;  A  program  for  maiviein'’  and  allocating 
flying  hours  was  found  necessary  to  eliminate  problems  encomtered  by 
Company  A  with  regard  to  aircraft  maintenance  and  pilot  'Jylnf  hours, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  flying  hour  progran  which  was  estalv- 
lished  on  15  September  has  held  to  a  minimum  instances  of  aircraft 
stacking  up  for  Eii*s  and  pilot’s  over^'l^lng  their  140  hour  mximuin  for  a 
consecutive  30  day  period, 

(c)  Reconmendation:  The  flying  hour  ppogran  be  continued. 


(5)  LOH; 

(a)  Observation:  During,  the  past  sixty  days  three  CH-6A 
scout  aircraft  have*  been  shot  down, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Slew  airspeed  is  the  primaiy  cause  of 
concentrated  eneny  fire  on  scout  aircraft. 
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(c)  Rricomnendatlon:  LOH  scout  pilots  recognise  the  fact 
th«t  as  airspaod  is  deoreased,  thpir  circra.ft  is  mare  vulnerable  to 
ground  fire.  This  neoessitatos  a  varyint  nattorn  of  aevch  a 
fluctuation  of  alyspsed  to  meet  mission  roquireinpnta» 
mun  airspeed  is  /'!^y*<-five  knots. 

0.  Trainingt 

(l)  Flight  Records} 

(a)  Observation:  Flight  renqrds  are  continually  received 
with  nuaerous  errors  in  the  addition  of  flight  tine,  aircraft  quallfl> 
cations,  instruraent  ratings  and  '.^rious  other  areas, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  new  record  forms  are  not  cloarly 
understood,  by  the  aviators  signing  then.  In  most  eases  he  has  never 
been  told  the  meanings  of  various  sections  of  DA  Form  759  Burt  I,  arA 
759-1  I^t  II. 

(c)  Itoeccirjendation:  Aviators  should  be  presented  a  one 
or  two  hour  block  of  instruction  on  flight  records  so  they  may  have  a 
better  understanding  of  the  dyste'm. 

d.  Intelligence: 

( 1 )  Radar  (ruided  Anti-Aircraft  Tfeapons : 

(a)  Observation:  Pilots  have,  on  nuneroue  occasions 
during  the  period,  heard  a  buzzing  aoimd  over  their  FM  radios  that  could 
have  been  enemy  radar  guided  anti-a?jrcraft  weapons  tracking  their 
location. 


(b)  Evaluation:  While  divisional  aircraft  have  experienced 
no  actual  hits  in  con.lunction  with  this  phenomena,  the  passibility  of 
radar  guided  air  defense  weapons  cannot  be  discounted, 

(c)  Itecoraraendation:  Pilots  should  oe  instructed  on  report- 
ir^  procedures  and  evasive  tactics  used  when  they  encoimter  this  situation. 
Initial  orientation  for  all  flight  personnel  must  include  these  procedures, 

(2)  Reporting: 

(a)  Observation:  The  results  of  Night  Hawk  and  light  horse 
operations  are  reported  to  the  supported  unit  as  contacts  of  possible 
intelligence  value  occur.  These  reports  are  then  reLayed  to  Division  fi-2, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Itesults  of  Night  Hawk  and  lighthorse 
operations  reported  by  the  pilots  whils  they  are  still  fl”ing.  and  inrie- 
diately  after  the  contact  are  often  sketchy  and  lacking  in  essential  detail. 
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Facts  and  ♦Mrures  tetid  to  bu  im('c»)rate  until  tK*  ’^ilots  h®vo  had  a  chance 
to  dipest  and  reconstruct  exactly  v'^rt  occurred, 

(c)  Rocomraendati ont  The  Battalion  S-^  continue  to  debrief 
the  pilots  and  crew  after  they  ''avo  landed.  The  results  of  tV'se  debriefinps 
will  then  be  forwarded  to  0-2  Air  for  undate  of  the  inflight  snot  reports, 

(3)  AO  Maps: 

(a)  Ctoservation!  T^lots  have  had  nroblena  exactly  identi¬ 
fying  the.  ground  AO  in  which  the-r  are  working, 

(b)  Evaluatirn:  Pilots  need  a  large  scale  mn  with  the 
various  AO's  outlined  and  frequencies  and  call  signs  penciled  in, 

(c)  Recommendation:  large  scale  marked  mare  supplied  by 
S-2,  be  carried  in  each  aircraft, 

e ,  Logistics : 

(1)  Vfeanon  Hard  Mounts: 

(a)  Observation:  Durir^  the  nast  year  there  Have  been 
numsrous  incidents  where  crow  chiefs  and  gunners  have  nccidnetly  fired 
their  veapons  during  sudden  maneuvers  on  contact  missions, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  use  of  Bungee  Cords  for  sunneadi  of  the 
M-60'^  does  not  offer  the  stability  reoui^d  for  the  >W03.ght  of  the  weanon 
and  flj.ght  mansuver  used  in  firing  masses, 

(c)  Recommendation:  Hard  mounts  should  be  install.ed  in  all 
UH-1C  gunshims  in  order  to  provide  a  firm  firia*'  Platfogm  And  to  restrict 
traverse,  elevation,  and  deflection  of  the  machine  run  to  meet  safety 
roouirerents,  (Hard  mounts. have  been  installed  on  all  organic  HH-1 
aircraft), 

(2)  Water  in  Pilot  Static  Systems: 

(a)  Observation:  During  the  monsoon  season  an  excessi.ve 
amount  of  water  becomes  traptaed  in  the  ritot  static  tube  system  resulting 
in  erroneous  readings  of  the  altimeter,  vertical  speed,  and  aiirspeed 
indicators. 


(b)  Evaluation:  The  pitot  tube  has  a  cover  which  prevents 
water  from  entering,  but  the  static  ports  are  opcn.  High  winds  and 
excessive  rain  fall  causes  water  to  be  forced  into  the  static  ports. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Ifesking  tape  should  be  used  o»i  the 
static  ports  to  protect  the  system  from  water  entry.  This  bane  is  removed 
as  part  of  the  pre-flight  inspection. 
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f«  Orp«ni»ation:  Mono 

g.  Other*  Statistical  date  for  tbi  '^larter, 

(1)  Hours  Id, 062 

(2)  Sorties  flown:  33$6&6 

(3)  Paasenpers  noved:  32,390 
{L)  Cargo  "loved  (tons)*  958 


cl 


X/\V  .J'-, 


JAIIES  R.  ALLAN 
LTC,  FA 
Conmandlng 
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I* 

XiMlocure  1  tp  Operational  Report  of  let  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 
for  the  period  ending  31  October  1969>  RSC  (Sl^CR)  (Rl). 

Battalion  cownand  structure  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  Tieriod, 

LTC  Jamas  R.  Allan  Cormanding 

MAJ  John  P,  Ejjrmsldo  ESxBcutive  Officer 

CPT  Neil  Stribling  *  CO,  HHC 

MAJ  Robert  L.  Phillips  CO,  A  Co 

MAJ  Ibtor  B.  Torres  CO,  B  Co 

MAJ  John  N.  Smith  S-3 
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DEPAimENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
Headquartors  Ist  Engineer  Battalion 
let  Infantry  Oivlsim 
APO  96345 

AVDB-GE-0  4  November  IW) 

SUBJECT!  C^eretlcnal  Report  of  let  Engineer  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  October  1969,  PCR  CSPCIU65  (Rl) 


CcDimandlng  General 
let  Infantry  Division 
ATTOj  AVDB-T-(MHD) 

1.  AgtiyiUMt 

a*  Oirganicatloni 

(l)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Cciiq;>an7  provided  ccnmand  and  etaff 
eupervlslon  for  octnbat  engineer  suppoort  to  the  1st  Infantry  Divlslcn.  Engineer 
equlpnent  support  is  provided  by  the  heavy  equipment  platoon  and  consists  ofs  a 
20  ton  rough  terrain  orane;  graders;  five  ton  dump  trucks;  sheepsfoot,  grid,  and 
steel  idieel  rollers;  10  ton  traotora;  and  scoop  loaders.  This  equipment  Is  at¬ 
tached  to  the  line  cos^ianies  on  a  mlssicn  basis  to  provide  additional  support. 

The  oompany's  equipment  uas  utilised  at  n'jmeroub  Fire  Support  Bases  for  new  oon- 
struotlcn  and  general  vq)grade«  The  graders  were  kept  in  constant  use  to  maintain 
Routes  240,  QL>13,  and  UHL-IA  during  the  rainy  season. 

The  AVIiB  (Armored  Vehicle  laun^ad  Bridge)  Section,  attached  to  Headcuart- 
ers  Company,  consists  of  four  (4)  AVI£  launchers  and  six  (6)  bridges.  The  AVLB 
seotlon  has  been  deployed  on  several  missions  in  the  vicinity  of  Thimder  I,  II, 
and  III;  Oau  Tleng,  the  Miohelln  xvhber  plantation,  and  the  Trapezoid, 

The  Rome  Flov  seoticn  is  rarganio  to  Headquarters  Conpany  and  consists  of 
six  (6)  Rome  Plows,  am  Armored  Ferscnnal  Carrier,  and  a  oooq)lete  maintenance  sec¬ 
tion,  The  Rome  Flow  section  is  placed  in  direct  siQ>port  of  Ist  Infantry  Division 
Incl  10  f J 


unit*  to  aoocvqplish  «r«a  land  olMinme*  in  tb#  T4CB.  Durlof  tha  repoart  porlod, 
thajr  bar*  olMrad  approxUnataly  2,565  aorta. 

Iht  Rcm  Plnwti  begu  tha  qoarttr  at  NfiP  Vildontas  I  and  out  625  aoroa 
trm  7  to  17  Augoat.  Cb  18  Atigoat,  tha  plofwa  aorad  to  Wi3damaaa  n  vhare  tha7 
oat  265  aoz«a  in  5  daya.  Moving  to  XTiQd283,  thaj  out  380  aeraa  bafore  return¬ 
ing  to  lai  Xha  on  31  Auguat.  A  cna  vatk  nalntioanoa  atanddoun  wia  follovad  cn  8 
September  with  a  115  oora  out  at  XT780313.  Ch  U  September  at  XT9OO44O,  60  aoree 
vere  out.  From  13  to  19  September,  tha  plowa  out  425  aorea  in  the  vioinity  of 
XT7563O0.  Follcmlng  a  naintenanoa  atanddoMn,  tha  plowa  out  310  aorea  at  Xl699456f 
Ootober  2.8.  FTcm  11  to  13  Ootobar,  185  aorta  ware  out  at  XT847275.  F^  14  Oct¬ 
ober  to  18  Oaiobar,  tha  plowa  bare  been  operating  near  FSB  Son.  The  four  H48A3 
tanka  that  haaa  bean  providing  aaourlty  for  tha  plowa  bare  been  turned  in.  Four 
Combat  ftigineer  Vehlolaa  were  obtadned  at  the  beginning  of  Oetbber  to  replaoe  the 
tanka.  Howarer,  the  GSV^a  will  not  be  uaad  aa  Rome  Plow  aeouritgr  due*  to  lack  of 
a  oaaniater  round,  thereby  plaoing  the  total  reqalrasaeat  for  aeourlty  oa  the  unit 
that  la  being  aupported. 

lha  water  point  aeotlon  provided  over  1.2  ailUco  gallcna  of  potable  water 
to  unite  in  the  field.  Water  point  unite  are  preaently  located  at  Thunder  II  (XT- 
785558),  FSB  Kien  (XT5l94ld),  FSB  Tennaaaee  (XT583333),  FSB  Apollo  (XT637507),  and 
FAB  Florida  (XI018329} . 

(2)  A  Coqmny  provided  direct  ocmbat  engineer  oapport  to  the  let  Brigade 
in  Dau  Tieng.  Much  of  the  flrat  port  of  the  quarter  waa  devoted  to  the  upgrade 
of  tha  baae  ouqp  at  Oau  Tleng.  Xaproromanta  were  made  cm  the  defenae  perimeter, 
interior  roada,  dxelnags,  peraonnel  bisikera,  and  aanltary  and  neas  fUoilities  for 
lat  Bxlgade  unlta. 

A  daily  mina  aveep  waa  oonduoted  from  Oau  Tieng  to  FSB  Kian  (XT5194I8) . 

(h  30  Auguat,  a  platoon  firom  A  Ccnq>any>wa8  air  inserted  at  XT603392.  The 


mlaalcr  uaa  to  enmlaoa  a  3^*4*  M4T6  dry  span  bridge  on  LTL-14  BO  that  the  984th 
land  Clearing  Coiqpaoy  oould  move  Into  a  ne\/  out  eHa*  The  bridge  ma  air  inserto 
ed  froB  Dl  in  and  the  following  day  ret/omed  by  airlift.  The  platocn  frcB  i  Ccnp- 
any  secured  the  bridge  the  night  of  .30  August,  disassembled  the  bridge  the  follw- 
Ing  morning  and  was  airlifted  baok  to  D&u  Tleng. 

Throughout  the  quarter,  ?SB  Elan,  FSB  Tennessee,  and  FSB  Gela  were  support^ 
ed  with  drainage  laproresient,  irlnor  oonstruetlon,  and  faellitles  tqpgrade.  FSB 
Gela  was  oloeed  out  in  September. 

Otx  1  October,  A  Co  began  a  deliberate  upgrade  of  LTL-I4  from  Dan  Tleng  to 
FSB  Tennessee.  The  opening  of  the  access  road  to  FSB  Tennessee  was  the  first 
task.  With  the  use  of  1700  feet  of  assault  traokuay  plus  extensive  dozer  and  gra¬ 
der  vo^  the  access  road  was  opened  to  traffic  on  15  Oetober.  Upgrade  of  the  rest 
of  the  road  oontinues. 

i3)  B  Ccnpany  protrlded  diraot  ecnbat  engineer  st^port  to  the  2nd  Brigade 
is  headquartered  at  Di  An. 

During  the  period  enilng  Oetcber  1969*  B  Cca^ieay  was  engaged  in  numerous 
slgnifloant  projeoits. 

in  effort  was  made  to  continue  the  rqpgrade  of  NDP'e  in  the  2nd  Brigade  AO. 
Such  tq;^rading  has  indluded  the  hauling  of  laterite,  drainage  In^revaaemi^  and  the 
oonatmotlon  of  bankers,  mess  halls,  and  lafolnas.  fSB'a  and  BDP’s  reoelving  sucdx 
assistaaoe,  Inolide  FSB  Jim,  FSB  Moztaln,  FSB  Venable  Heights,  roB  All>4menoan  II, 
Cheyene  HOP,  and  Pagoda  Inn  MDP.  A  new  FSB  Bosaandy  III,  was  also  oonstruoted  in 
July  of  this  period  and  ie  maintained  on  a  oontinuoas  basis.  The  oonstmction  of 
this  new  HDP  during  the  rainy  season  required  oonsiderable  engineer  effort  and  de- 
tend^tton. 

Ntmerona  nine  sweeps  were  also  supplied  to  assuxu  the  safe  and  unrestrlot- 
ed  use  of -vital  roods  and  KSRts  la  the  Area  of  C^peratlons.  Ccnpany  B  sr^lled 


four  dally  avaopa  poaitionod  at  rSu  Jim  and  one  aveep  daily  froa  too  nOtmauujr  IH 
to  oover  Rc^toa  Zlno  and  Lead  frcm  the  Song  Be  Bridge  to  Xlui  Uyen  and  Ban  Cat  to 
Route  LXL.I6'. 

Sone  woric  ocntinued  on  the  BlTlalon  Training  Gcnaiiand  School  and  rangea* 
Frogreaa  oontlnuea  to  be  alow  due  to  the  lack  of  naterlala,  apar&dlo  and  heavy- 
rain  fall  and  the  ooiaaltnent  of  higher  priority  projeota* 

Ccnstmoticn  began  on  the  Dlvlalon  Stand-dcMU  Center  In  Di  ija.  This  pro- 
Jeot  haa  inoluded  the  oonatxuotion  of  aidewsilka,  an  outdoor  movie  theater,  interior 
drainage  and  a  avlming  pool  ocoplex  oonalatlng  of  a  oonorete  pod  and  building  for 
the  filter,  two  ahowera,  a  sun  deok  and  a  clmin  Unk  fence  around  the  pool,  ilao 
inoluded  are  a  roadway  to  the  pool  and  a  privacy  fenoe.  ill  projects  are  proceed¬ 
ing  eatiafaotorlly  with  work  remaining  to  be  done  on  the  theater,  drainage,  road¬ 
way,  and  privacy  fence. 

(4)  C  Company  provided  direct  combat  engineer  8\fl?port  to  the  3rd  Brigade, 
headquairbered  In  led  Khe.  During  the  period  1  August  to  31  Octeber,  mine  sweep 
opeTatlcna  were  jwedcninant  among  the  tasks  acccoplished  ly  0  Congamy,  Swoop  part¬ 
ies  worked  out  of  F8B*s  Mahone  (Kien),  Mens  VIII,  Lorraine,  Sen,  Thunder  I,  II, 

III,  Hartman,  Wilderness  I  and  H,  and  Ben  Oat.  Ih  August  the  lat  Platoon  based 
at  FSB  Maheno  replaced  a  blown  culvert  en  I3Z.>14  vicinity  Ben  Chua  in  support  of  a 
village  seal.  During  this  time  a  squad  size  demo  team  s\;qppoirtsd  I/4th  Cavalry  op¬ 
erations  in  the  Iron  Triangle  and  along  Route  240.  The  August  Monsoons  eroatad 
washouts  and  rendered  ^L-23  almost  impassable.  C  Ccoqpany,  fconoing  an  engineer 
task  force,  svqpported  with  additional  oquipmont  from  Battalion,  upgraded  and  re¬ 
stored  13  kilemeters  along  this  Important  Northom  MSR.  The  554th  Engineer  Bat¬ 
talion  assumed  the  remaining  work  and  C  Company  began  vq>grade,  operations  at  Thund¬ 
er  I,  II,  III,  and  FSB  Hartman.  September  brou^t  about  the  need  for  LZ  cutting 
teams  and,  after  familiarisation  training  with  CH-47*s  for  aerial  ladder  Insertion, 


C  Coctpany  out  6  LZ*8  west  of  Thiuider  III  in  Bupport  of  the  2/2Dd  Moohanis- 
ed  infantiy  Battalion  and  in  tho  vicinity  of  FSB  Lorroino  in  mippoirt  of  the  2/l6th 
Infantry  Battalion.  An  LZ  team  was  also  utilized  to  open  FSB  Son.  October  brou^t 
about  a  rdad  project  alonf;  Route  240.  In  a  move  to  reeetablieh  overland  resupply 
to  FSB  Lorraine  and  FSB  Son,  Route  240  was  upgraded  froo  Ben  Cat  to  FSB  LiorraiM. 
During  this  operation  assatilt  trackway  was  utiliied  as  an  entrance  road  between 
Route  240  and  FSB  Lorraine.  In  a  project  which  still  ocntlnuee  at  Thunder  II, 
two  artillery  pads  for  ‘i"  self-propelled  Howitzers  are  being  oonstiuorBod  and  ce¬ 
ment  soil  stabilisation  is  being  used  to  establish  a  voridng  platfom. 

(5)  D  Company  provided  general  support  to  the  let  Ihlhntry  Dlvlsicn*  D 
Ccopany  retained  responslbill'fy  for  QiU>13  froa  lai  Khe  to  Itnsider  III  until  Aug¬ 
ust  15.  Mlnesveap  teams  have  been  located  at  each  flte  support  base. 

H^'jar  base  aeiap  construction  was  aoccnqplished  by  the  2nd  and  3rd  Flatoc^ 
in  support  at  tho  Division  Hqs  area.  Cho  16*3(30*  pretebzloated  metal  building  was 
diamentlod,  moved,  and  ro-ezaoted  on  a  new  pad.  Four  large  dead  trees  were  remov¬ 
ed  fKiii  the  DTOC  area,  all  in  olose  proodmity  to  osrltloal  power  lines  and  eodLst- 
Ing  boildlngs  wtiioh  neoossltated  th^r  removal  on  a  limb  by  Umb  basis,  each  one 
being  rigged  hnd  lowered  to  the  ground.  A  12*3c400*  sexvioe  road  to  the  rear  at 
Dlvlsian  Hqs  'building  was  ocnpleted  and  five  unservloeabls  perscasnel  bunkers  vero 
removed.  A  chain  link  fenoe  was  oos^letad  around  the  DTOC  area  with  two  servloe 
gates  and  a  network  of  sidewalks  pouzsd  oonneotlng  the  DTOC  and  all  the  staff  seo- 
tions.  This  brings  the  sidewalks  poqred  bF  ^  Coiqpeny  in  the  Dlvlsico  area  to  over 
5000  feet.  A  new  peisonndl  bunker  was  built  in  the  DTOC  axe  to  TOplsoe  one  prs- 
viofusly  renoved.  During  this  same  period,  the  3xd  Platoon  built  a  half  scale 
DANCaSR  FOBNARD  SICK  of  relnforoed  ocnoorate  ^tdiioh  was  Installed  In  front  of  Divis¬ 
ion  Bqs.  A  lA*3(20*3e8*  septic  ttrnk  was  ocnatruoted  of  concrete  block  ^dth  a  reln- 
foroed  concrete  floor  and  poreoast  reinforoed  ocnorete  sectional  oovere.  A  I6*x25* 
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ahcM*iwlatrlue  facility  with  oouoreto  «nd  louvcrod  aldoB  was  oonpletod*  The 

fadllty  consists  of  flv«'  comaodas,  five  urlaals,  flvs  sinks,  and  five  shewers.  k 
twenty  foot  water  tower  was  erected  to  service  the  latrine.  In  addition,  an  over¬ 
head  oorer  and  standoff  was  constructed  over  the  Conaandlng  General's  trailer. 

Ch  15  Augost  1969,  CoBq;)any  0  assuaed  respcneihili^  for  the  1st  Engineer 
Battalion's  section  of  the  tel  Kbe  pezineter  a^d  all  other  gmrd  oceBoltiaente,  thus 
reducing  engineer  effort  by  the  taiit  to  a  platoon  Dlnns  siae  elsmant.  In  so  doing, 
it  has  increased  the  effloiensy  of  the  guard  and  periaeter  defense  €uid  pamitted 
a  mors  effective  use  of  men  and  equijnent.  AH  guard  is  perfarmed  as  a  prinary 
duty  on  a  daily  baais. 

When  D  Cempeny  aasumed  responsibility  for  the  perlioeter,  much  improvement 
of  the  area  \ao  required.  Slinination  of  grsea  which  had  grown  yxp  between  the  wire 
and  ooaqpletely  obatrueted  vision  was  the  firsu  Objective.  The  area  was  ont,  where 
possible,  ax)d  other  areas  soaked  with  diesel  fuei,  burned,  and  than  resprayed  and 
bumad  ^an  the  vegetation  was  dead.  Much  tactical  wire  required  replacing  and 
nearly  all  trip  flares  had  to  be  remounted.  The  majorl^  of  the  flares  had  been 
ijeqiroperly  mounted  on  the  final  wire,  leaving  the  primary  and  secondary  belts  un¬ 
protected.  Five  triple  concertina  belts  were  added  in  a  major  drainage  ditch. 
Twan^  five  55  gallon  drum  foigasse  and  bunker  positions  are  being  Irprovod.  All 
such  voric  has  been  done  by  personnel  assigned  as  perimeter  guards. 

die  provisional  platoon,varylBg  In  strength  fran  I5  to  20  man,  has  con¬ 
tinued  effort  in  the  Division  Headquarters  area.  They  have  prepared  the  site  and 
moved  four  house  trailers  assigned  to  the  General  Staff.  A  four  inch  trunk  sewer 
line  with  feeders  fVom  each  trailer  was  inataUed  and  connected  to  the  previously 
oenstzuoted  septic  tank.  An  additional  hundred  feet  of  sidewalk  was  poured  in  the 
area.  Due  to  increased  vei^t  from  heavy  monsoon  mine  in  the  earth  fill  ever 
the  DTOC,  the  beams  began  to  fall  and  required  Installaticn  of  260  feet  of  6"  H 


bcsjss  and  post-s  as  isj^-arssjdi&^s  supports  prowent  failurQ. 

Ch  27  September  1969,  a  liindlng  *cno  ndsslcn  was  assigned  to  3rd  I'Jatooc 
vMoh  required  an  air  inaertion.  Initial  concept  called  for  a  100m  x  200m  landing 
zone*  Subsequent  changes  called  for  a  clearing  SOOm  in  diameter,  TBie  project  re¬ 
quired  a  full  platoon  for  3  days  and  one  squad  for  an  additional  5  daya, 

(6)  E  Company  (bridge)  provided  general  support  to  the  1st  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision*  The  company  ecntinued  itft  bridging  operations  with  one  significant  bridge 
built  during  the.  quarter.  Riverine  missions  in  support  of  various  Infantry  batta¬ 
lions  were  also  continued,  but  changes  in  the  typo  equipment  used,  the  unit  support¬ 
ed,  and  the  areas  of  operation  have  oecurvid 

let  Plato<si,  ubldh  constructed  the  foundation  for  the  destroyed  Ben  Cat 
Panel  Bridge  at  XT763328,  constructed  the  replacement  bridge  on  2  Aug  69*  Two 
days  were  devoted  to  assembling,  launching,  and  decking  the  net#  triple  double 
bridge,  and  cn  4  Aug  69,  the  bridge  was  complete  and  opened  for  traffic. 

In  September  and  October,  the  2nd  Platoon  beoame  involved  In  four  M4T6 
^1^0^  span  operations*  All  of  these  fixed  spans  wore  placed  over  critical  points 
in  key  routes  and  used  for  passing  convoys  Into  areas  of  tactical  operations.  The 
first  fixed  span  was  a  38  foot  4  inch  fixed  span  airlifted  from  Di  An  to  tho  vic¬ 
inity  of  XT602341  and  installed  by  A  Ccmpeny.  The  second  bridge,  a  thirty  foot 
M4I6  fixed  span,  was  hauled  from  Di  An  to  lai  Khe,  airlifted  from  Lai  Kho  to  the 
vicinity  of  rr862409,  and  installed  by  E  Company.  Ch  19  October,  2nd  Platoon  mov¬ 
ed  overland  to  the  vicinity  of  XT705440  and  installed  a  thirty-ei^t  foot  4  inch 
fixed  span,  and  on  20  October,  Installed  a  forty-five  foot  fixed  span  in  tho  same 
general  location* 

E  Caapeoay's  assault  trackway  outfit  was  used  extensively  during  this  quart¬ 
er*  Several  rolls  of  tzuokMay  were  laid  in  base  oai^,  fire  support  bases,  and 
secondary  roads*  Tho  asssnlt  trackway  proved  to  be  usefhl  in  the  rainy  season  in 


that  it  jfivaa  a  poor  road  the  support  nooded  to  oross  BUlteury  treffio. 

In  SaptoabeT,  the  let  Inf  Dlv  took  over  respcnsibillty  for  tho  soourity  of 
the  Phu  Cucog  Bridge  located  at  XT807135.  S  Company  sont  a  5  man  toon  with  one 
bridge  fireottcn  boot  onci  1  Boston  Uhalor  to  this  location.  The  teams  inissioa  was- 
to  maint&in^  ax:d  if  nooessary,  repair  the  mine  boom  that  protested  the  bridge  txxa 
water  boma  mines.  These  men  oontinuod  to  maintain  the  mine  boon  unt^l  the  end  of 
September  whan  3rd  Brigade,  82nd  Airborne  assumed  rascqaBiblllty  for  tho  bridge. 

In  previous  quarters,  S  Gonpeny  has  supported  various  Infemtry  Battalions 
in  riverine  uperatlcns.  The  boats  used  CD  these  operations,  LTR  Half  Fontans, 
have  been  adequate,  but  have  many  shortccaulhga.  In  September,  E  Ccmipeny  received 
tcjn  now  21  foot  Kenner  Ski  Barges  to  inqirove  its  riverine  capability.  These  now 
boats  are  cQi^truoted  of  fiberglass,  have  dual  40  hp  outboard  onginos  for  propul- 
gion,  and  a  center  control  with  steering  wheel,  throttle  control,  gear  control,  end 
olootrio  starter.  In  September,  those  boats,  alcng  with  10  men,  were  ordered  to 
move  to  the  Phu  Cuong  Bridge  and  begini  support  of  the  2/l8th  hif  Bn  in  river  opera¬ 
tions,  Tfih  boats  remained  with  the  2/18th  Inf  Bn  and  participated  in  rlvor  search  • 
es,  river  awedps,  and  ni^t  ambushes  until  the  end  of  September. 

B  CcB^jany  was  assigned  a  new  river  mlssloR  in  support  of  tho  2/28th  Inf  3n 
in  mld-Soptambor,  Four  Ski  boats  and  10  men  departed  tho  Ph\i  Oueng  Bridge  site 
and  moved  up  the  Saigon  River  to  Dau  Tieng.  The  mission  at  this  looation  was  to 
patrol  the  Saigon  River  fronting  tho  2/28th  Inf  area  of  operatlca  during  daylight 
hours,  and  at  night  to  sot  ambushes  along  likely  river  crossing  pednts,  fti  3 
October  "idien  tho  misslcn  stq}porting  the  2/18th  Inf  Bn  was  coaplotcd  at  Phu 
Oueng,  the  four  romalning  Ski  beirges  were  sent  north  to  work  in  suppoeirt  of  the 
2/2nd  (Mach)  Ihf  Bn.  Those  nisslcna  have  pxrtvaS  to  bo  suoessful  and  will  probably 


‘iontlnuo  for  tioae  tlao 


h,  IntolligencQ  and  Ccuntar  Intalligonoe: 

(l)  Daily  IntolllgancQ  roports  from  1st  Inf  Div  and  Hqa,  3rd  J3do  ere 
prooessod  by  tho  Dn  S-2,  and  further  dissomlnated  to  aubordinato  units  vlthin  this 
oomaand.  In  addition,  looal  'paae  oanp  oomnenders  provide  intolUgonco  data  for 
elemonta  of  tho  battellcn  at  paeo  oaopa  sopartod  fron  tiie  Battallcn  Hoadquartors. 
These  roports,  along  with  intolligenco  documonts  frcm  II  Field  Force  and  higher 
headquarters,  are  utillaed  for  planning  local  security  roqui'.remonts  for  engineer 
operations. 

(2)  During  the  period  20  Jul  69  thru  20  Oct  69,  the  Ist  Engineer  Batta¬ 
lion  Thnnel  Bata  participated  in  numerous  search  and  tunnel  exploration  operatiens 
within  the  lat  Inf  Div  ifi,QR,  Working  with  the  984th  Lend  Clearing  Company,  the 
Tunnel  Rata  investigated  15  bunkers  and  tunnels,  Tho  Tunnel  Rats  then  condv.cted 
a  joint  operation  with  •ttie  lat  Engineer  Battalion  Rcma  Plows  during  which  they 
provided  timely,  on-the-spot  bunker  and  tunnel  search  capabilities,  Tho  Tunnel 
Rats  then  teamed  with  elements  of  the  2/l6th  Inf  to  searoh  and  destroy  four  (4) 
Viet  Cong  base  camp  areas,  IMs  was  followed  by  several  operatiens  in  support 
of  2/28th  Inf  tMdh  restilted  in  the  exploration  of  several  tunnel  and  bunker  com¬ 
plexes,  Finally  the  Tunnel  Hats  have  recently  been  in  support  of  2/2nd  Mcch. 

These  operatiens  resulted  in  the  exploraticn  and  destruction  of  several  base  camp 
areas,  two  (2)  major  tunnel  ocuplexss  and  the  investigation  of  two  (2)  weUs 
thou^t  to  be  entrances.  In  eiddltion,  during  this  quarter,  the  IHinnel  Rats  either 
destroyed  or  evacuated:  7  Its  of  docisaents,  1  oa  83mm  mortar  and  baseplate,  '/  ea 
Slam  mortar  rounds,,  i9  ea  60am  mortar  rounds,  1  ea  HPG  launcher,  3  ea  RPG  rounds, 

2  ea  QilGom  grenades,  1  ea  K-6  hand  grenade,  8  ea  sticks  of  CblC(xi  C-4,  3  ea  SKS 
xlflos,  2  ea  AK47  rifles,  400  rounds  of  4K  aaimniticn,  1  ea  OhiCcm  claymore  mine, 

4  ea  DS  claymore  nines,  250  Ibe  of  rice,  a  msaber  of  tools,  oooklxig  utensils,  med¬ 
ical  supplies,  clothing  and  wobgear, 
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Oo  Adminiatr»tlcOi 


(1)  Af  of  ^  ^9#  ^9  B«t-*ftl4,<ss  Staff  yas? 

Ocennandlng  Qffioert  LIC  Rodttqr  £•  Cox 
ExootttiTO  Of  floor  t  MAJ  Lavronoo  S.  MuUlAa 
Aaalatant  Olvlaloo  Engineers  MAJ  Dennis  J.  York 
S>lt  OPT  Jabn  U.  Nolaoo,  III 

CPT  Oarl  Colllna 
S-3s  MAJ  Albert  R.  Colon 
S-4>  CPT  James  C*  Patrlek 
CO,  HHC:  CPT  Robert  J.  Ha.  r’o 
CO,  A  Co:  CPT  Jackla  £«  Bippes 
CO,  B  Got  CPT  Robert  M.  Amrlno 
CO,  C  Cot  CPT  Barry  J*  Cantor 
CO,  D  Co:  CPT  Anson  F*  Thorp 
GO,  E  Co£  CPT  James  H«  Olook 
Cocnand  Sergeant  Majori  CSM  Herbert  E,  Nairaan 

(2)  The  otreraU  BattallcQ  enlisted  strength  has  been  above  100^  TOE 
authorized  level  throuj^out  this  period.  All  excess  personnel  have  been  properly 
utillzod. 

(3)  Personnel  changes  within  this  polled  were  275  dopartoes  processed  o>at 
and  207  replacements  processed  In.  There  is  a  continuing  shortage  of  Engines'.' 

Squad  Leaders,  MOS:  12B40;  Cooks,  94B20j  and  Medics,  91B20. 

d.  Paoification^  Although  no  projeots  wore  undertaken  dttring  the  qxtarter  as 

direct  pacification  projects,  daily  mine  sweeps  and  upgrade  of  road  nets  within 
the  Ist  Dlv  AO  has  Inoreasod  ei-vilian  oocsseree  and  traffic  oontrlbiting  signifi¬ 
cantly  to  the  padfloation  effort.  > 

e.  Civic  Actlcn:  Contributing  to  the  let  Inf  Oiv  intensive  dvlo  aotion 

effoxrt,  the  Battalion  participated  in  a  nuober  of  projects  althci^  none  were  of 
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a  largo  scalo*  The  Battalion  Surgoc^  has  ccotinuod  to  conduct  Moduapa  in  Xom 
Xoai  arm  Lai  nho  Villagos,  Two  parties  havo  boon  glvon  for  tbo  childron  of  Xcm 
Xoal  during  tho  past  three  months.  Equipment  has  boon  dispatohod  to  lal  Kho  Vil¬ 
lage  frcD  time  to  time  to  inqprove  drainage  within  tho  vlllago.  Two  oulvoidis  wore 
amplacod  in  lal  Khe  Vlllago  and  I50  meters  of  roadway  rebuilt. 

Two  bridges  wore  constructed  by  E  Co,  A  fifteen  foot  flied  span  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  01  An  Village  and  a  ^enty  foot  trestle  bridge  was  constructed  In  Ben 
lil.  The  timber  trestle  bridge  was  K  Ccnqpany's  ocntrlbuticn  to  the  civic  aoticn 
program  in  that  It  was  Iwllt  to  make  a  road  in  the  vlllago  passable  for  local  farm 
trafflo. 

In  addltlcaf  B  Company  during  tho  last  month  of  the  quarter  embarked  in 
olvlo  aoticn  projects  in  the  01  An  0i8trict.  The  most  important  work  Involved  tip- 
grading  road  nets,  cutting  drainage  ditches,  and  hauling  rook  and  laterite  to  low 
plaooe  <n  the  road.  Planned  for  Oct  69  is  the  construction  of  an  18‘x60»  building 
to  bo  used  as  a  theater.  The  tidldlng  will  be  located  in  the  mrkat  place  of  01  An 
Village, 

f,  Trainingi  Ouring  this  quartarf  training  within  the  Battalion  was  priEgirily 
prosoited  at  Ccii?®!^  level.  Bangs  Firing  was  condxiotod  twice  monthly  with  all  T(M 
woapcna,  FaiidliailaaMon  training  with  CB-17»e  tar  aerial  insertion  of  LZ  teams 
was  ooodueted  for  elements  of  0  and  C  Ocopaxiies,  Most  personnel  were  lne:qperleno~ 
ed  with  the  ladder  Inpcrtlan  'technique,  Flamlllarlzaticn  training  for  aerial  ladd¬ 
er  Inserticn  continues  to  insure  that  each  line  oc*g>aBy  within  the  Battelicn  has 
experienced  pexsomel  for  ititore  IZ  missions. 

In  terly  October^  f<xir  Combat  fiogteoer  Vehicles  were  obtained,  A  training 
and  ftudllarlsatlen  program  was  o<»jduoteji  by  Hqs  Conpany  fbr  all  CEV  crews.  Ih- 
Strudtlcti  ftnolnded  opematlon,  maintedsaoe,  and  firing  of  the  GBVts.  tenge  firing 
was  condnoted  alter  Instruotlcn, 
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During  tho  quartor*  tho  Battalion  aont  12  porBOcmol  to  Long  Binh  to  parti- 
olpata  In  two  day  olaaaoa  on  gonenator  operation  and  nalntenanoe.  Two  allooatlona 


for  PLL  8(diool  ware  obtained  and  let  Englnoor  Battalion  peraonnol  attondod, 

A  training  toam  from  lot  Snglneor  Battalion  ia  preaontly  training  the  IBth 
ARVN  Engineer  Battalion  at  Xuan  Loo.  The  team  departed  Lai  Khe  for  Xuan  Loo  on 
30  September  1969  ond  began  instruotion  on  2  Ootdber  1969.  The  team  oonsiats  of 
3  Officers  and  3  aenior  MCO'a.  Cla^aoa  are  being  given  in  deiaolltlons,  rigging, 
ocnoreto,  oulvert  oonatruoticn,  weapons  training  with  M-lb's  and  boat  operations 
with  LTR  Half  Pontons.  Six  weoVs  will  be  required  to  present  the  Instruction  to 
all  \inits  of  the  IBth  ASM  Engineer  Battalion. 

Instruction  has  bean  well  received.  The  unit  has  beon  most  cooperative 
in  assisting  the  Instruottos  with  training  aids.  Attendance  has  boon  good.  The 
students  appear  interested,  ask  questions,  and  seeo  to  grasp  the  mors  difficult 
subjects.  The  cn^y  problan  steins  from  the  fhot  ^t  classes  take  twice  the  normal 
time  due  to  the  necessary  translations. 

2.  SeoUcn  2t  Lessons  Leatnad  -  Conmend^^va  fttfiergatioh.  Eyaluatlgn...  end 
a.  Perscnnslt 

(l)  Obseryati,oyi  The  effectiveness,  productivoty,  and  moialo  of  the  Bat¬ 
talion  Headquarters,  Staff  Sections,  and  the  elements  of  the  Headquarters  Company, 
has  boon  groatly  Incroasod  by  assigning  guard  as  a  prindpel  duty  to  two  platoons 
c  ono  line  ooD9)eny. 

Evaluaticnx  Tho  increase  in  working  effloienoy  by  porscnnel  assigned 
to  this  unit,  plus  the  stability  of  working  hours  has  directly  affectod  the  quality 
and  the  amount  of  work  accomplishod  by  tho  respective  eoctiens.  This  is  ovidcnco 
by  tho  improvod  maintonanoo  posture  of  the  Battalion. 

RoooBmondatiftit  That  tho  Loi  Kho  guard  oonmltmcnt  oontinuo  to  bo 
satisfiod  by  tho  ourrontly  \uad  method. 
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b-  Citinru.  hi  ('ns  ? 


(1)  Obadrvatlcnt  Englnoor  oporatioos  aro  advorely  offootod  by  tho  lack 
of  olroraft  support  for  oommand  ana  control  and  repair  parts  resuppiy. 

OuTTont  aircraft  allotmant  to  the  lat  Engineor  Batta- 
licn  has  boon  cn  an  inoansistant  stand-by  basis,  1st  EnginaQr  Battalion  clamonta 
aro  looatod  at  a  najorlty  of  tho  fire  stipport  bases  in  '^o  Ist  Inf  Olv  I/iQR  (14 
out  of  17  at  prosont)  end  tho  Uno  ocDpanlos  aro  at  throo  sopurato  looaticns. 

Many  of  those  locations  aro  inaaoosslblo  oxoopt  by  air.  It  roqulros  two  full  days 
of  alroraft  timo  to  visit  all  tho  job  sites.  Tho  dosirable  situation  would  bo  for 
tho  Battalion  Oomuandor,  his  staff  and  tho  lino  coapexq^  octasandors  to  visit  tho 
onginoor  vark  sites  daily.  In  addition^  on  alroraft  is  required  to  fly  Remo  Plow 
ropalr  parts  to  that  sootlcn^s  field  looaticn, 

HnottmBflndatlffPf  That  tho  1st  Enginoor  Battalion  be  alocated  a  UH-ID 
holiooptor  for  a  ndnimoa  of  oi^^t  (8)  hours  station  tuse  and  four  (4)  hours  bloJo 
timo  on  a  daily  basis, 

(2)  Qb^orvati,oi^i  Backfill  over  culverts  during  the  rainy  soasen  is  froq- 
uently  inposslblo  to  stabllte«  baodas  deeply  rutted  and  InpeeBablo, 

mt  The  soil  ie  eaturatod,  adequate  oosipaotlcn  cannot  be 
aohlavod  and  the  bearing  oapaol'ty  of  the  eoll  is  easily  ezooeded, 

a^nmtynapdfttjitint  Two  iBothods  havs  been  used  to  solve  this  problesu 
M8il  matting  lald  .orossvlse  to  the  roadway  oan  bo  used  to  distribute  the  weigiit 
onou^  for  the  soil  to  oany  the  load*  The  second  me^od  is  to  sdx  oemont  In  the 
soil  to  Inoraase  tho  soil’s  bearing  strength, 

(3)  Ohsenfqtiyi  Vhen  backfilling  aroai4  double  oulverte,  the  culverts 
get  pushed  around  out  of  aligtsoont, 

Bvalnatiom  Tho  backfill  etsn  tbou^  placed  slcwly  Is  knocking  the 
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oulverta  out  of  alignaesit* 


RqociaLfflidatiQni  Drlvo  U  shr^psd  piokota  along  tho  oldoa  of-tho  culv¬ 
erts  at  on  6mglo  so  that  prossuro  Is  put  on  tho  Ups  of  tho  oulvort.  Wiring  across 
tho  culvert  frcm  picket  to  picket  vdll  hold  tho  oulvort  In  plAoo* 

(4)  Obsarvu^mt  The  upgznde  0^  01^13  was  not  begun  until  tho  condition 
of  road  approaohod  boing  liapossable. 

Brali^ationt  The  use  of  5"  minuB  rook  to  fill  tho  pot  holes  end  wash¬ 
outs  in  tho  highway  proved  most  satisfactory.  Extensive  utlUiatlcn  of  rood  grad¬ 
ers  to  continually  shape  the  road  surfaeo  uns  the  key  to  keeping  the  road  passable, 

Roo^mmandaticni  In  alnllar  situaticns,  espooially  during  tho  mon¬ 
soon  season,  adequate  rook  supplies  should  bo  of  primary  ooneem.  Ditching  and 
grading  should  be  aceompllshed  with  at  least  two  (2)  graders  working  in  an  echolco 
formation.  Tho  graders  should  limit  work  within  a  5OO  motor  strip  and  move  to  next 
soooosslve  eeotloh  upon  ccnploticn.  Aftor  upgrade  has  boon  acociaplishod,  dally 
road  patrolling  is  a  must  to  provont  tho  road  condition  frcia  detorioxating. 

(5)  Obsaryatlcpx  Upgrade  of  the  more  permanent  FSB's  was  dolayod  until 
tholr  ocndltlcns  wore  dosporato. 

Evaluaticp:  Enginoor  effort  after  the  monsoon  season  has  begun  is 
greatly  handloappod  b7  the  elements. 

RoooEiugpdatjicnt  The  more  poxmanont  FSB's  shmld  be  upgraded  (culvorts, 
ditches,  and  reeds)  prior  to  the  monsoon  season  on  a  progrfWid  hosls.  Much  engi¬ 
neer  offcart  can  be  saved  by  constructing  drainage  structiires  and  interior  roads 
prior  to  tho  monsoon  and  then  allocating  suffidont  engineer  rosouroes  to  maintain 
them. 

(6)  Obaervaticni  C  Company  conducted  (5)  DZ  missions  during  tho  month  of 
Septooabor. 

Eyaluaticyii  During  several  of  these  missions  it  was  neoessary  for  the 
LZ  toam  to  be  inserted  by  moans  of  a  ladder  from  a  hovering  Chinook,  It  was  also 


wav  to  sfrioieuvly  out  5-ahip  LZ'a  it  often  roauiros  more  than  cne  day.  The 
offootiToness  of  bongaloro  torpedoes  In  brush  clearing  to  ozposo  tbo  larger  tz^oes 
to  the  ohftln  saws  or  denolitlcD  should  be  erai^sisod. 


RQfloiiBMndftlcPi  All  englnear  platoons  be  trained  cn  tbo  assault  lad~ 
dor*  A  mizzinnm  of  12  dhaia  savs  required  per  team  because  of  tbo  high  deadline 
zate*  Troops  should  be  givon  added  training  oo  the  proper  use  of  chain  saws.  TWo 
Chinooks  aro  required  for  initial  inseriicti,  one  to  -oarzy  porsctinol,  the  second 
for  the  LZ  kit*  duffielsskt  qoaatlty  and  varLoty  of  denoliticsis  shoild  bo  available 
so  a  resupply  con  bo  effected  after  the  loodor  of  the  LZ  team  analyzes  the  LZ  and 
ItsAlenhis  demo  supply  request  to  fit  the  situation*  A  Chinook  should  be  available 
to  fly  the  demo  iresupply  2  hoars  after  the  request  is  received*  Close  coordination 
As  ssasntdLoI  between  the  security  and  the  LZ  team  for  tnp/riwmn  aff  elenty  and  safety. 
A  chain  saw  mechanic  is  a  must* 

(7)  Obsqrvajticqi  Hines  are  generally  located  on  the  same  section  of  road 
tlzss  after  time* 

gyaJuation:  Most  mines  are  not  being  located  with  mine  detectors. 

Even  \dian  found  visually  detectors  frequently  fail  to  show  a  reading  when  checked 
over  the  mine*  Most  mines  are  found  visually. 

RecopEandationz  Since  most  mines  are  found  visually,  the  same  person¬ 
nel  should  be  used  en  the  same  roeid  section  each  day  to  increase  fomiliarl'^  with 
the  area  azid  enhance  the  detection  of  soy  change*  In  addition,  'tiie  swoop  should 
TQsnave  from  the  vood  all  foreign  matter*  Old  pieces  of  board,  bsoiboo,  straw,  etc* 
are  used  both  as  mine  markers  and  to  conceal  slapetlok  detonators* 

(8)  Qbservaticpi  It  is  necessary  to  clear  vegotation  from  perimeter 
wire  for  aarlimmi  seeuri'^* 

During  the  roii^  season,  growth  of  grass  and  buaihes  bet- 
woon  and  In  ocnoeirtizia  and  tanglefoot  is  rapid*  O^en  areas  between  belts  can  be 
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baokblMad  with  a  doier  imd  arena  in  tcn(;lefoot  oon  be  out.  Gruwih  inoidu  oonoer- 
him  milt  bo  buxned  or  tho  vix<o  roaoved  prior  to  cutting, 

Rfloonmop^titiin  Beokblodlng  with  n  lull  doier  is  relatively  quick  and  ef¬ 
fective  for  a  month.  Cutting  ia  good  for  about  two  months  aa  a  rule.  Removal 
of  ocneertlna  la  wasteful  and  time  ocnauming  in  relaticn  to  tho  pornrnonce  of  the 
grass  cutting  operation.  An  affective  expedient  measuro  ia  tho  applioatlon  of  dio~ 
ael  fuel  with  hand  pump  wator  ^rpe  fire  oxtinguiahors,  soaking  tho  aroa  thoroughly 
and  then  setting  it  aflEuae.  Whatever  vegetation  romalns  ia  klHod  and  In  a  fow 
daya  and  the  operation  is  reneated  removing  the  portion  initially  unbumed.  This 
la  also  the  moat  effoctivo  method  of  retarding  now  growth.  A  raoro  lasting  aolu- 
ticn  is  the  appUoaticn  of  a  hl|d^  potenc^^  long  residual  vegetation  killer  follov- 
od  by  a  buxning  of  the  dead  grass  and  brush. 

(9)  ObeervatlQpi  Chain  'typo  minebocioa  are  not  durable. 

Bvaln^tiojait  The  mine  boas  at  the  Fhu  Ouong  Bridge  is  occ^osod  of 
sssty  timbers  hold  together  by  indlvidtPl  lengths  of  stool  oable.  When  cue  tiinber 
or  oable  link  breaks  the  oaiiqpleto  boom,  is  useless.  If  a  oable  is  extended  across 
tho  oonpleta  river  gap  and  eaoh  timber  iolned  to  It  indopondantly,  "tho  failure  of 
one  timber  would  net  cause  a  ccmplote  boom  failure,.  The  indi'vLdual  timber  can  bo 
rt'paired  easily. 

SnorBpn^^-tji  aj>«  Ccntiauotta  cables  should  bo  used  to  support  all  dne 
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(30)  Qbsantaticni  When  olno  boons  have  dioln  link  fenoo  attadhodi  to  thorn 
the  rtver  debris  idxloh  ooUoets  cn  It  oauses  additlcnal  stress  vbldb  often  causes 
tho  timbers  to  break  away  frem  thier  oable  oonneotors* 

The  mine  boom  at  Fbu  Cueng  is  oonneotod  wl-th  chain  link 


lenpo  tewtaohed  to  the  alno  boom  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  submerged  mines  from 

foS 


floating  xindor  too  booni«  Those  #tmji  link  ronoe*  fuootion  veil,  but  the7  tend  to 
•top  all  traah  floating  dowii  stream.  If  this  dobrls  is  allowed  to  ooUoot  on  the 
ohfcln  link  fenoe,  the  foroo  of  the  wator  pushing  on  it  eventually  brooke  the  boos. 

Boeonmondatlcpi  Mine  boom  personnel  should  Oliecdc  mine  booms  with 
chain  link  fonoe  attached  aiud  olean  it  as  dobrls  ooUoots* 

(U)  Qbaervatia^i  Ski  boat  loading  should  bo  kept  to  a  mlnlmxsa* 

Evaluation  t  Ski  boats  are  oonstruoted  with  a  very  shallcw  side  board 
and  bow  aeotion.  The  more  personnel  and  er^xtlpnent  loaded  into  those  boats,  the 
lower  they  sit  in  the  water,  making  it  easier  for  water  to  octao  over  the  side 
boards,  Wl'tti  a  large  percentage  of  the  vei^t  in  the  front,  tho  bow  tends  to  plow 
into  waves  and  taka  on  water  instead  of  riding  over  the  waves, 

Rfleopiytn^t^^t  Not  more  than  9  toen,  preferably  8,  and  tbolr  equip>- 
ment  should  be  put  in  these  boats  at.any  one  time.  All  personnel  and  oqulpment 
should  stay  as  for  to  tho  rear  os  possible. 

(12)  (^prvfit3,q^t  The  operation  of  Ski  boats  are  designed  to  o^^xrry  a  2CXX) 
pomd  load  at  bi^  speeds.  Without  speed,  manuverabillty  Is  pooar  and  control  is 
diffloult.  During  river  patrol  misslonB,  it  is  necessary  to  oany  heavy  loads  at 
relatively  slow  speeds.  As  a  result,  the  .boats  are  diffloult  to  hArdi?  end  this 
difficulty  is  ar^liflod  in  rough  water.  During  a  180  degree  turn  whore  a  boat  runs 
back  on  its  own  wake,  an  Inexperionood  oporo.tor  can  easily  cause  the  loss  of  a  boat 
difficulty  has  also  been  oneounterod  when  meeting  or  being  passed  by  other  boats. 
The  wakes  teem  these  boats  in  a  narrow  river  is  anough  to  swamp  a  slow  merving 
heavily  loaded  ski  boat. 


Beccypendfttlcn t  All  operators  should  receive  thorcrugh  training  in 
Ski  boats  and  their  operation  before  they  operate  in  a  hostile  anviraamsnt, 

(13)  Qbaersatlcni  To  operate  Ski  boats  sucessfully,  precise  formations 
and  operatlcnal  pattsxns  must  be  establlshod  and  followed. 


Evaluaticfli:  Boi^ta  oporato  JU^  groups  of  four  at  diet-'nooe  v/horo  voioo 
control  la  often  impoaslblaj  thoroforo,  control  of  thoao  boats  la  bj'^  radio  and 
handalgnals,  Tho  boats  have  Tarious  pattoms  for  patrolling  tho  lavor  and  aoarch- 
ing  tho  baodcs.  Thoro  woro  also  nanouvor  pattoms  aot-up  for  ena-’y  oontect  and 
or-iargoncy  aituaticna.  Inftmtrymon  aro  assigned  fields  of  fire  ar.d  obaorvation,  and 
aro  instructod  on  actions  to  perform  In  hazardous  aituatians.  It  is  tho  boat  op- 
orators  rosponsibility  to  brief  all  personnel  on  their  duties  and  actions  in  omor- 
gonoy  situations, 

Raca.'xiQndatlon;  All  boats  should  have  written  SOP's  daaHftg  with 
thoir  operations  and  mnouvors  posted  in  then.  All  personnel  should  be  briefed 
on  this  infomaticn  prior  to  the  stait  of  a  mission, 

(14)  Observation!  During  this  roporting  period,  the  Tunnol  Rats  have  boon 
called  out  on  a  number  of  fhlae  alarms  or  bogus  missions  whan,  in  actuality,  there 
!rc.s  no  nood  for  then, 

Evaluatient  Ihese  olnztis"  aro  most  likely  tho  result  of  cem- 

nanders  antloli)atix^  a  need  for  the  't'unnal  Rats  prior  to  locating  a  -baniiel. 

Several  futile  missions  have  resrdted  from  tho  ground  commanders  inability  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  authentic  tunnel  entrances  from  natural  terrain  feat\ares,  faults,  or  mis- 
oellaneous  holes  in  the  ground. 

Re c ommendaticp !  It  is  recommended  that  in  the  future  supported  units 
make  positive  indontifioatlon  and  location  of  tunnels  prior  to  requesting  the 
Tunnel  Bats. 


d,  bxtelUgonoe: 

(1)  Observation!  lack  of  aircraft  support  has  prohibited  the  S-2  from 
unking  a  VR  of  the  Division's  MSR‘s  daily  in  the  early  morning  hours. 

It  is  necesssxy  teat  timely  information  be  gathered  dai¬ 
ly  cn  the  condition  of  MSR’s  as  they  are  vital  to  the  Division’s  pperc.tions. 


Frequently  reports  of  intordlotlcn  or  wvshouts,  usually  through  cne  of  the  mine 
sweep  parties,  are  not  reoeived  until  livte  in  the  morning  resulting  iii  a  loss  of 
time  that  could  be  used  in  the  preparation  of  aqiiipmont  and  materials  to  rejjair 
the  interdioticn.  Convoys  have  backed  up  at  intordicticn  points  because  convoy 
ocamaandors  did  not  know  that  they  existed, 

Recoramondaticn i  It  is  recommended  that  an  aircraft  bo  made  available 
for  1^  hours  for  a  daily  first  light  reoonnalssanoe  of  all  the  MSR»8  withir.:  the 
Division  AO, 

e.  Loglstioss 

(l)  Observatioct  RepaiV  parts  for  the  P-153  mine  deteotor,  notably  the 
short  handles  and  the  reoeivor-transmittors  wiring  harness,  ere  in  short  supply. 
Krare  are  generally  10  to  20  detectors  Seadliaod  and  waiting  those  ports  at  any 
given  time, 

Bvaluatj.ot^i  Those  items  bo  made  available  in  order  to  keep  enough 
detectors  in  operation  to  enable  the  Battalion  to  AiUflU  its  nine  swoop  ccomit- 
monts, 

Raa<>nmBn.da1^cp  t  AH  laeasrures  be  taken  to  Include  "Red  Ball"  end  MER 
requests  to  obtain  these  parte, 

FOR  !IHB  COMi&NDSRs 


/// 
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APO  San  Fi'ancisco  96345 


AVDB-SI-CO  5  November  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  l2l3t  Signal  Battalion  for  Peiod 
Piiding  3l  October  i969,  P-CS  CSFX3R-65  (Rl)  (U) 


•  o'nmanding  Qt-pesrai- 
‘ct  Infantry  Division 
^  :rU:  AVDB~T  (MUD) 

;  .  0  SF  96345 


(C)  SECTION  1,  Operatior^s;  Sj^^nificant  Activities 

a„  The  I2lst  Signal  Battalion  continued  to  support  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  in  Operation  Toan  Thapg,  Phase  III,  1?  February  1969  to 
present. 


b.  The  Forward  Area  Signal  Center  Platoons  continued  to  su.DT''»rt 
brigade  forward  and  base  carlo  command  posts. 

c.  Component  Unit  Dispositions  and  Cornianding  Officers: 


l2ist  Signal  Battalion 
hUD 

Compary  A 
Company  3 
1st  Platoon 
2d  Platoon 
3d  Platoon 
Company  C 


LTC  John  C.  lain  Lai  Khe 

CPT  Wir^field  ?,  Perry  lai  Khc 

CPT  Robs-  W.  Mace  Lai  IQ';C 

CPT  Stepher»^A.  .Oliva  ?hu  Iri 

SFC  James  M.  Cobk  Dau  Tien? 

ILT  John  Ball  Di  An 

ILT  Lloyd  D,  Mahlura  lai  ’'Gic 

CPT  Donald  L.  Thibodeau  Ei  An 


dj  The  following  multi-channel  c^anmuni.cation  sy stars  •were  established 
or  discontinued  during  the  reporting  period; 

1)  12  Aug  -  Sfystan  63A83V  established  between  3rd  Brigade  Hfsadouprters 
in  Lai  Khe  and  the  forward  command  post  at  Chen  Thanh. 

2)  19  Aug  -  Systan  63A73V  discontinued  between  lai  Khe  and  Ben  Cat. 

3)  19  Aug  -  System  6lA73V  established  between  1st  Brigade  Headruarters 
in  Dau  ‘^eng’  and  the  forward  command  post  at  Ben  Cat. 

%)  25' Aug' -  System  (s3AS3V  discontinued. 

5)  l3  Sep  -  ^stan'  62472V  established  betv.feen  2d  Brigade  Headouarters 
at  Di  An  aryi.  the  forward  command  nost  at  Fhu  Hoa  Dong. 
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6)  23  Sep  -  ijvstcm  62ii72V  'Tj  t'-'.'Tinti'^v.ed  to  Phu  !'•>?  .>ong  and  re¬ 
established  Troin  Di  P"i  xo  J  ire  i'"i.por-.  .se  Jotti'.  idy 

7)  23  Sep  -  System  6IA73V  die.  ■•'■irinued, 

8)  23  Sap  -  System  63-^737  established  between  3rd  brigade  Head¬ 
quarters  .-"t  Lai  Khe  and  the  forward  command  post  at  Ben  Cat„ 

0)  13  Oct  -  System  61A71V  established  from  1st  Brigade  Headquarters 

a"  Dctr.  Ticng  to  the  forwa''d  commanct  post  at  Firo  Support  Base  Tennessee, 


a-  PfXS_Q23;;?£l.l 


1'  ubseri’-itiors;  The  manning  of  MARS  stations  with  qualified 
■  ' orators  from  the  Signal  Battalion  draws  from  limited  resources  of  soldier? 
uicd  in  critical  communications  MOS’s- 


2)  Evaluation:  Usually,  inoividnals  within  the  Signal  Battalion  who 
pos..';eEes  the  necessary  skills,  educatlor.,  and  motivation  to  learn  liARS 

op  or:;.!;  tone  have  already  been  trained  for  criltical  cemmuni  cations  jobso 
Since  tneir  MOS  training  can  not  be  e/l"ectively  duplicated  by  ur;it  on  the 
led  t~ -inir^,  thcii  assignment  as  PARS  operators  ica.vcs  unfillablc  vaoancie.s 
in  their  -unit.  Cp  the  other  hand,  there  are  occasionally  individim'.ls 
oo.sscssir'.g  non-critical  MGS'  s  within  the  division  who  a'<'G  e-xperi enced  amateic 
radio  operators  and  are  ruxious  to  become  lAARS  operators.  Some  will  even 
oxtond  their  overseas  tours  in  order  to  obtain  the  job, 

3)  Recommendations:  To  locate  qualified  operators  for  I'ARS  status, 
advertise  throughout  the  Division  to  locate  interesned  individuals  who  hsvo 
experience  as  amateur  radio  oporators, 

1)  Observations :  Loiig  transmissions  or.  the  r.?dio  set  RT_52-',  wiicr 
using  communications  security  equipment  T/SjEC  ICf-B  often  result  in  a  .'.css 
of  the  latter  portion  of  the  message  -  rushing  noase  crJ.y  3  s  heai'.'  by  t.ne 
receiving  station, 

2)  E'.'cj  untie- 1 :  Cr.  long  t.rr.nsn.i3sa;r.:s,  tho  scuc'it;.’’  equipment  an  the 
transmitting  and  receiving  station  do  act  remain  in  syreh  -ji ' '/.abion. 
Therefore,  the  latter  portion  of  the  transmission  as  not  rccolvodc 

3)  Recommendation:  When  making  long  transmissions  using’  the  RT-52/4, 
with  a  KY-S,  key  the  transmitter  approcrimately  every  minute  to  re-synchronise 
the  security  equipment. 
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C.  Trfv-inlng»  Noue 
d«  1  -'or  o 
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e. 


None 


f.  Orggnlzr.tlont  None 


g«  Other  t  None 


ic’II'I  C.  IAIN 
LTC,  GC 
Commanding 
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DEPAHTMaiT  OF  THIS  ABFY 
Ist  Military  Police  Company 
l8t  Infantry  Division 
APO  96345 


AVDB-MP-D  1  November  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  of  the  let  Military  Police Xoispany  for  the 

Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOft  (Rl) 


Sonmandiitg  General 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVDB-T  (Mttt) 
APO  SF  96345 


1 .  (C)  Section  1.  Operations:  Significant  Activities r 

a.  General:  During  the  period  1  August  through  31  October  1969,  the 
Ist  Military  Police  Company  continued  in  its  mission  of  providing  general 
military  police  support  for  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  and  all  tenant  units. 
The  1st  Military  Police  Company  operates  from  basecamps  located  in  Di  An, 
Lai  Khe,  and  Dau  Tieng.  During  the  reporting  period,  increased  emphasis 
was  placed  on  resources  control  operations  and  on  upgrading  IW  Collecting 
Points.  Resources  control  operations  were  considerably  strengthened  by 
the  assignment  of  ten  XM  706,  Armored  CarSf  more  commonly  known  -as  V-100, 
Armored  Cars,  and  the  allocation  of  air  support  which  provided  the  re¬ 
source  control  teeim  eertain  'ir-mcibile  capabilities.  The  addition  of  the 
Armored  Cars  has  provided  improved  security  for  military  police  person¬ 
nel  and  increased  the  Company’s  capability  in  the  performance  of  convoy 
escort  and  security  missions. 

b.  Administration':  As  of  31  October  1969,  the  administrative  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Ist  Military  Police  Company  is  as  follows:  LTC  Charles  P, 
Galla^er,  Provost  Marshal;  MAJ  John  R,  Jolley,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal; 
CPT  James  N.  Lieteau,  Acting  Company  Commander;  ILT  Frederick  A,  Gertz, 
Escort  Guard 'Officer;  and  1SG  Sterling  R.  Carroll,  First  Sergeant, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Incl  12 


115 


lOWIIQMMI  at  nut  IRBVMS; 
MCUSflMItfTRttVIMS. 

NtMSlMJI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


«VBB-«P-D 

SUIiOiiCT:  Operational  Report  of  the 
Period  landing  31  October 

The  Platoon  Leaders  are: 

Ist  Platoon 
2nd  Platoon 
3rd  Platoon 
4th  Platoon 
Security  Platoon 


1  Noveiiher  1969 

Ist  Military  Police  Company  for  the 

969,  RCS  CSFOR  UM) 


1LT  Daniel  L.  Jackson 
CPT  Edward  B.  Elmore 
CPT  Janes  F,  Keefe  Jr. 
SFC  Richard  F.  Lewis 
1LT  Frederick  a,  Gertz 


c.  Operations:  The  Ist  Military  Police  Company  is  deployed  in  di¬ 
rect  support  of  Division  -'eadqaarters,  each  Brigade,  and  Division  i^upport 
Command.  The  Ist  Mill  tar;-  Police  Platoon,  located  in  Dau  Tieng,  supports 
both  base  camp  and  tactical  operations  within  the  Ist  Brigade's  area  of 
operation.  The  2nd  and  4th  MP  Platoons  operate  within  the  confines  of 

Di  An  basecamp  and  in  support  of  the  2nd  Brigade  in  its  area  of  operation. 
The  3rd  Military  Police  Platoon  provides  military  police  support  for  the 
3rd  Brigade  and  Lai  Khe  basecamp.  The  5th  Military  Police  Platoon,  the 
Security  Platoon,  provides  security  for  Division  Headquarters  and  the 
Tactical  Operations  Center  located  in  Lai  Khe  basecamp.  In  the  area  of 
resource  control  operations,  the  1st,  3rd,  and  4th  Military  Police  Plat¬ 
oons  checked  over  250,000  individuals  and  in  excess  of  60,00  vehicles 
moving  within  the  1st  Infantry  Division  "J^AOR.  These  operations  resulted 
in  the  detention  of  30  individuals,  the  CMifiscation  of  contraband  on  at 
least  50  occassions,  and  the  return  of  a  Vietnamese  Naticsial  who  rallied 
to  support  the  GVN.  In  one  instance,  a  resource  control  team  confiscated 
a  40  pound  bag  of  marihuana  that  was  undoubtedly  destined  for  sale  to  U.S, 
Forces  personnel.  With  the  rice  harvest  scheduled  between  November  and 
early  January,  it  is  anticipated  that  military  police  pei'sonnel  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  program  to  der^r  diversion  of  the  crop  to  the  eneny. 

d.  Personnel;  On  1  August  1969,  the  Ist  Military  Police  Company  had 
7  commissioned  officers,  2  warrant  officers  and  202  enlisted  personnel. 

On  31  October  1969  the  canpany  had  7  commissioned  officers,  2  warrant 
officers,  and  222  enlisted  personnel.  However,  there  has  ^en  a  sli^t 
turnover  of  personnel,  with  67  gams  and  43  losses,  resulting  in  a  net 
gain  of  24  personnel.  Officer  persoinel  losses:  LTC  Christopher  H. 
Haydon,  1LT  Jeremiah  L,  Dorsey,  1LT  Timothy  D,  O'Toole,  1LT  Joseph  G, 
Monroe,  and  1LT  Mark  a.  Gray,  Officer  pers:xmel  gains:  LTC  Charles  P, 
Galla^er,  CPT  James  N.  lieteau,  CPT  James  F.  Keefe,  and  1LT  Frederick 

A,  Gertz,  There  were  0  KlA  and  1  WIa  during  the  reporting  fsridd.  The 
Company  was  supported  by  7  <^VN  Military  Policemen  and  6  Na^onal  Pol¬ 
icemen.  There  were  40  out  of  Country  RSJl' s  and  4  in  country  R&R's  granted 
during  the  reporting  period. 
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AVDB-MP-D  1  Nj^nber  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operatixial  ‘teport  of  the  Ist  Military  Police  CoL.pany  for  the 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969*  HC3  CSFOR  (R1) 

e.  Awards  and  Bee orations:  During  the  reporting  period  10  Bronze 
Star  Fiedals,  three  for  Valor,  56  Ariay  Co. luendation  K>edals,  3  ^ir  ^<edal8, 
and  1  Purple  Heart  were  awarded  to  nembers  of  this  unit. 

f.  Logistics:  The  issue  of  10  XM  706,  aiiiiored  Cars  to  the  Ist  Mil¬ 
itary  Police  Company  has  directly  affected  both  operational  and  logisti¬ 
cal  requircLients .  While  the  armored  Ct-.r  has  upgraded  the  Company’s  cap¬ 
ability  for  providing  security  for  tactical  moveiuents  and  personl  defense 
it  also  has  imposed  new  burdens  in  teruB  of  logistical  support.  The  ve¬ 
hicle  is  still  characterized  as  an  experimental  model  and  resultantly  was 
phased  into  the  system  without  an  adequate  PLL;  in  certain  instances, 
without  the  applicable  Technical  Manuals;  and  in  two  cases,  missing  start 
ers,  which  are  critical  itens  and  not  readily  available  in  Vietnam.  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  a  temporary  loan  on  mission  essential  items  has  assisted  the 
logistical  operation.  Equipment  such  as  M151A1C’s,  gun-jeeps,  were  aug- 
Eisnted  into  the  TOStE.  Also,  night  sighting  deviees  were  allocated  to 
the  Company  on  a  loan  basis.  Utilization  of  all  equipment  has  remained 
heavy.  Self-help  engineer  projects  have  increased.  During  this  period, 
five  new  bunkers  have  been  constructed;  four  inadequate  bunkers  have 
been  removed;  a  vehicle  washing  facility  has  been  constructed;  and  log¬ 
istical  administrative  procedures  l^ve  been  revised  to  improve  property 
accountability  and  serviceability  factors  for  all  equipment. 

2,  (G)  Section  2.  Lessons  Learned;  Commander's  Observati>xi,  Evaluation 

and  Recomnendations: 

a.  Personnel; 

Observaticm;  Promotions  among  the  lower  enlisted  personnel  has 
improved  Cvxisiderably,  but  are  still  limited. 

Evaluation;  The  required  overstrength  of  personnel  in  grades  E-3 
and  E-4  precludes  continual  position  racancies  ("cumulative  vacancies") 
required  for  promotion  allocatixis. 

Re c aariendati on :  That  personnel  required  as  overstrengtb  to  per¬ 
form  unit  mission  not  be  cxisidered  when  determining  cumulative  vacancies 

b.  Operations ;  None 

c.  Training: 

Observation:  Upon  issuance  of  the  XM  706,  armored  Car,  training 
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aVDB-WP-0  1  Novenber  1969 

SlJBJlSCT:  Operational  Heport  of  the  let  Military  Police  Company  for  the 
Period  iinding  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR  (Rl) 

requirements  have  increased  considerably. 

£val  irfhen  the  “nnored  Cars  were  initially  issued  to  the 

1st  Military  Police  Company,  personnel,  then  in  the  Company,  and  also 
personnel  subsequently  joining  the  Company,  were  not  adequately  trained 
in  the  operation,  and  maintenance  of  the  vehicle.  Furthermore,  the  main 
armament,  twin  mounted  M-73  machineguns,  were  novel  weapons  to  military 
policemen.  Lack  ofkiowledre  concerning  the  functional  capabilities  of 
both  the  weapons  system  and  the  vehicle,  itself,  has  resulted  in  clutch 
bunxout,  transmission  damage,  uninitiated  discharge  of  the  weapons  due 
to  solenoid  arc,  solenoid  burnout  due  to  oil  on  the  electrical  connect¬ 
ors,  control  box  malfunction  due  to  a  faulty  electrical  harness  built 
into  the  vehicle  itself,  and  finally,  culmination  of  the  problem  in  an 
inability  to  resolve  these  problems  by  maintenance  personnel  due  to  lack 
of  repair  parts,  knowledge,  and  applicable  technical  Manuals. 

Reccaaaendation;  That  an  adequate  training  program  be  established 
on  Arr^y  level  for  both  operation  and  maintenance  instruction  for  all  users 
of  this  vehicle  and  any  other'  type  equipment  similarly  placed  into  the 
logistic  bank. 

d.  None 

e.  Logistics ; 

Observation;  The  XM-706,  Armored  Car,  was  issued  with  a  very 
limited  PLL/aSL. 

Evaluation;  At  present,  repair  parts  for  the  V-100,  Armored  Car, 
are  limited  to  a  minimal  PLL  and  parts  that  are  related  to  other  vehicles 
presently  used  in  Vietnam.  Ihe  usefulness  of  the  vehicle  is  highly  de¬ 
preciated  in  view  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  repair  parts  system. 

Recommendation;  Certciin  prerequisites  should  be  established  to 
include  an  adequate  repair  parts  system  prior  to  acceptance  ol  any  equip¬ 
ment  innovaticxi.  Amaig  other  requirements,  there  should  also  be  both 
trained  user  personnel  and  trained  repair  specialists  available  before 
acceptance  of  new  type  equipment. 

f .  Organization; 

Observation;  Ihe  I7O  enlisted  personnel  authorized  by  MTOt  19-270 
is  not  sufficient  to  provide  effective  police  service  when  the  Division 
operates  from  more  than  aie  base  camp. 
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SUBJECT:  Operation  ‘^ejort  of  the  Ist  Kdlitary  Police  Company  for  the 
Period  i^nding  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR  (HI) 

Evaluatj.oni  The  company  is  currently  48  uen  overstrength,  a  level 
that  has  been  maintained  or  exceeded  since  its  arrival  in  RVN  in  order 
to  meet  operational  commitments. 

fiecomnendationt  Future  I'OE  actixis  should  include  an  optional 
provision  for  one  additional  Military  Police  Platoon  when  the  Division 
Military  Police  Company  is  required  to  operate  in  widely  dis^^ersed  base- 
camps  for  extended  periods  of  time,  additionally,  ^.ravision  should  be 
included  for  a  proportionate  increase  in  personnel  necessary  for  logis¬ 
tical  and  administrative  support. 


Acting  Conmander 


//7 
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OEPARmENT  OF  IHE  ARMY 
Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  9634$ 


QKUIAR  28  October  1969 

MMER  S2S'7 


(Expires  1  October  1970) 
MIUTARY  OPERATIOH5 
Utilization  of  Light  Horse 


1.  P*yoy  i  This  circular  prescribes  procedures  to  insure  proper  utilization 
of  Light  Horse. 

2.  ORGAKlZATlCWi  a.  Light  Horse  will  be  organized  as  follows: 

(1)  One  CIC  ship/Blood  Hound  (serves  dual  capacity). 

(2)  TWO  hunter-killer  teaas. 

(3)  Three  lift  ships o 

b.  There  will  be  no  organic  infantry  elenents  in  Light  Horse. 

3.  GENERAL;  a.  Light  Horse  will  be  enployed  under  the  OPCON  of  a  brigade 
for  a  specified  nuaber  of  hours.. 

b«  CoManders  of  brigades  will  forward  proposals  for  the  use  of  Light  Horse 
daily  to  reach  this  headquarters,  ATIN:  AVDB-TO,  NLT  1400  on  the  day  prior  to 
use*  These  proposals  will  be  briefed  to  the  Conaanding  General  who  will  allo¬ 
cate  Light  Horse  for  the  following  di^. 

c.  Light  Horse  will  be  euployed  auch  as  Dark  Horse  is  eaployed.  It  is 
capable  of  perfoming  a  variety  of  aissions  and  exploiting  aiqr  situation  which 
aaf  develop.  It  is  best  suited  to  conduct  reconnaissance  of  a  specific  area  and 
to  identify  targets. 

d.  Light  Horse  will  not  be  used  to  cover  the  aoveaent  of  ground  forces  into 
tw  area,  to  accoaplish  logistical  tasks,  f »  for  adainistratlve  aissions. 

e.  light  Horse  will  not  be  used  to  conduct  Eagle  Flights.  Non- divisional 
Miceptcrt  will  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

f .  Coaaanders  of  brigades  having  OPCON  of  Light  Horse  will  establish  a 
Tiflm  company  •»  •  ready  reaction  force  (RRF).  One  platoon  will  be  on  IS 
ainute  alert;  the  reaainder  of  the  ooapaqy  will  be  on  3D  ainute  alert. 
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4  COWITMENT  OP  THE  RRF:  »fh«n  Light  Horse  Jwnter-killer  tea»s  or  Blood  H^d 
locate  M  tergei  ihr'gr^  eflCeg^Mt,  the  brigade 

representative  mty  decide  to  insert  the  RRF  “ 

be  exercised  by  a  tactical  coMumder  designated  by  the  brigade  coanander. 


(AVDB-TD) 

FOR  THE  OOIMANDER: 


A.G.  HUME 
Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 


1st  Inf  Div  Cir  S^'S-S 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  96345 

CIRCULAR  28  October  1969 

NIMBER  S25-8 


(Expires  1  October  1970) 
MILITARY  OPERATIONS 


Utilixation  of  Nls^t  HaMk  Aircraft 


1.  PWPOSE;  This  circular  prescribes  procedures  to  insure  the  proper  utiliza- 
tion  oi  Might  Hawk  aircraft. 

2.  ORGANl ZATION;  a.  The  Ni^f  Hwk  force  consists  of  the  following  assets: 

(1)  Three  UH-IH  aircraft-;  each  equipped  with  two  aini-guns ,  two  search¬ 
lights,  and  two  starlight  scopes. 

(2)  One  UH'IH  contral/chase  aircraft. 

(3)  Two  AH-IG/UH-IC  chase  aircraft. 

b.  Control  of  all  Night  Hawk  assets  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
Night  Hawk  force  coaaander  (Vulture  6)  who  will  be  present  in  the  control 
aircraft. 

3.  GEtffiRAL;  a.  Night  Ha#k  teaas  are  designed  and  aissioned  to  search  out 
and  destroy  enei^  forces  in  the  Division  TAOR  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
Noxaally  each  Night  Hawk  teaa  (one  Ni^t  Hawk  ship  and  one  chase  ship)  will 
be  eaployed  in  a  battalion  AO  for  a  specified  nuaber  of  hours.  Night  Hawk 
aissions  will  be  fotwarded  by  the  DTOC  to  the  1st  Aviation  Battalion  opera¬ 
tions  center. 

bo  Cowanders  of  brigades  will  forward  proposals,  including  tine  and  ius- 
tification  for  use  of  Ni^t  Hawk,  to  reach  this  headquarters,  ATIM:  AVDB-TO, 

NLT  1200  the  dty  of  use.  Reconaended  aissions  will  be  briefed  to  the  Conaand- 
ing  General  for  approval.  Requests  for  diversion  of  preplanned  Night  Kawk  nis- 
sionewi’ll  be  subaitted  to  the  ACofS,  G3.  Ni^t  Hawk  will  not  be  used  for  any 
aission  not  approved  by  the  Coaaanding  General. 

c.  Infbzaation  provided  by  surveillance  devices,  such  as  radars  and  sensors 
will  be  used  to  target  Night  Hawk  in  areas  of  known  ni^t  aoveaent. 

d.  In  the  event  weather  conditioriS  exist  that  preclude  the  use  of  the  TVS 
4  (starlight  scope),  or  that  significantly  increase  the  hazard  of  low  altitude 
ni^t  flying,  the  Night  Hawk  teaa  leader  will  so  infora  the  control  ship.  The 
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Night  Hawk  force  cowander  will  verify  the  weather  conditions  and  notify  DltJC 
for  possible  eaploynent  in  another  area. 

4.  RESPtajSlBILITlES;  a.  The  ACofS,  G3  will: 

(1)  Consolidate  aission  requests  froai  the  brigades. 

(2)  Present  recoamendations  to  the  Coaaanding  General  for  approval. 

(3)  Notify  the  brigades  of  approved  aissions  in  the  brigade's  area  of 
operations . 

b.  Coswanders  of  brigades  will: 

(1)  Notify  the  using  unit  of  unproved  aissions, 

(2)  Insttre  that  coordination  has  been  effected  to  allow  the  Night  Hawk 
teaa  to  br  eaployed  iaaediately  after  receiving  their  in-flight  or  ground 
briefing. 

(3)  Insure  recovery  of  aircraft  downed  in  their  area  of  responsibility. 

V .  The  battalion  coansander,  with  tdioa  the  Night  Hawk  teaa  is  working,  will 
keep  the  OTOC  inforaed  of  Ni|^t  Hawk  activities  through  the  brigade  coBBander. 

d.  The  Coaaanding  Officer,  1st  Aviation  Battalion  will  insure  debriefing  of 
eadi  Night  Hawk  teaa  leader  as  soon  as  the  ni^t's  aissions  are  ooafplete  and 
will  forward  inforaation  gained  to  the  ACofS,  G2. 

e.  Each  Ni|^  Hawk  teaa  leader  is  responsible  to  report,  by  radio,  to  the 
ACofS,  G3  en  route  to  each  ai.  sion  and  on  ccapletion  of  each  aission.  AdditiotV'* 
ally,  he  will  report  all  intelligence  inforaation  to  the  battalion  operations 
center  which  controls  the  AO  in  which  his  teaa  is  operating. 

(AVDB-TO) 

FOR  THE  COMIANDER: 


OFFICIAL: 


C.T.  SELBY 
LTC,  AGC 
Adjutant  Ge 


A.G.  HUME 
Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 


DISTRIBOTION: 

C 


/23 


T»t  Inf  DiT  Cir  525-9 


DSPAsncarr  or  the  armx 

fst  Inftntrj  DiTition 
APO  96345 


CIBCULAR 

MiMBia  525-9  29  Octob«-  1969 


(Sq>ir«s  1  October  1970) 

COMBAT  OPERATIONS 

PlAM  POQgMSe 

lo  PURPOSBt  This  cireolar  provides  detailed  instmetione  for  the 
preparation  and  use  of  the  flaw  fougasse. 

2^  APPUCABlUTTi  This  eiioulsr  applies  to  tmits  having  periaeter  defense 
reS|)Onsifailities. 

3a  GEWPALt  The  fougasse  is  a  fleas  field  expedient  used  to  cover  relstiveljr 
large  areas  with  flaM.  It  is  used  to  produce  casualties  aasQg  enesgr 
personnel  snd/or  to  provide  te^psrery  illuainstion  of  the  battle  area.  The 
fougasse  is  seaLdirectional  sad  will  project  flsae  generally  along  the  long 
axis  of  the  dma  in  the  dircetion  that  the  exposed  end  faces. 

4a  GOMCEPT  or  a.  P«*ugas8es  may  be  eai^yed  at  the  coBaunder*s 

discretion  to  cover  likely  avenues  of  at^roacht  such  as  gullies,  ravines, 
and  river  beds  which  are  aasked  f roa  the  fires  of  organic  wsaponsa  Fougasses 
aost  be  integrated  into  the  detailed  def  ent  o  j^sho  Fougasses,  eaplojed 
for  the  above  purpose,  should  be  placed  as  indicated  in  Appendix  A. 

bo  Fougasses  aay  be  employed  as  part  of  the  cosaander's  final  protective 
fires  against  aassed  attacldng  fsrceso  To  obtain  the  best  periaeter  coverage, 
they  should  be  placed  with  tbs  druns  aligned  at  a  45*  angle  to  the  periaeter, 
frea  2  to  3  asters  forward  of  the  inner  line  of  concertina  wire  (see  Appendix  B) 
Fougasses,  eonstmeted  of  55  gallon  dmra,  should  be  pLaced  apprsxiaateiy 
40-50  asters  apart  across  the  area  of  concern.  If  all  the  druae  are 
detonated  slsDltaneously,  this  will  create  a  solid  wall  of  flvae. 

5,  CpySTHUCTIOJr  a.  Prepare  a  hole  for  a  55  gallon  dma  inclined  30* 
frea  the  horlsohtal  oriented  in  the  desired  direction  of  fire.  The  top 
of  the  draa  should  protrude  above  the  ground  as  shown  in  Appendix  C, 

b.  Place  three  blocks  of  TKT  or  three  blocks  of  at  the  bottoa 
center  of  the  hole.  The  electrical  blasting  c^p  will  be  seated  in  the 
eaqplosive  with  the  wires  leading  to  the  rear  of  the  position,  A  K34 
V  grenade  will  be  placed  on  top  of  the  THT  or  C-4,  and  secured  with 
three  wraps  of  detesting  cord.  A  i5  pound  shaped  charge  or  two  elsynores 
aay  be  used  with  equal  effectiveness,  Ds  net  wrap  ths  clayaiores  or 
shaped  cbsrgss  with  detsnsting  cord.  Cap  the  detimating  card  sepsrctely 
if  clsyaeres  sr  shaped  charges  are  used. 
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c.  Pill  th«  55  gallon  with  40  gallans  of  six  psr  cent  thlckeneil 
fuel  nixture.  The  thickened  fuel  is  prep>treS  by  siding  seven  sni  sne>hslf 
pounds  of  M4  or  15  pounds  of  Ml  thicksner  to  40  gallons  cf  VDGkS,  After 
the  dnim  is  filled,  the  bungs  should  be  replsced  to  keep  out  moisture  and 
debris , 

d.  After  tlie  drum  and  propelling  charge  have  bec-n  set,  the  drum  should 
be  taliped  with  three  feet  of  earth  or  at  least  three  layers  of  sandbags. 
Taaping  is  essential  to  provide  directional  ecntrol  of  the  explosive 

and  to  reduce  dangerous  back  blast. 

«.  The  clayaors  firing  dsvLcs  is  an  ideal  slectricd  soured  for  firing 
the  fougasse  with  less  than  100  feet  of  laad  wire.  A  stronger  electrical 
source  is  required  if  the  lead  wire  is  longer  than  100  feet  or  if  there  is 
■ore  than  one  blasting  capo 

MAlHTRIiANCEt  After  plaeeaent,  the  fougasse  should  lensln  stable  for 
60<»90  days.  After  this  period,  the  fopgasse  should  be  detonat-sd  as 
intended  and  replaced. 

7.  SAFETIt  a.  All  fougasses  are  conaand  detonated  using  electilesl 
firing  devices.  Firing  leads  should  remsin  shunted  to  prevent  static 
slsctricity,.  lightning  or  high  frequency  radio  waves  from  prematurely 
detonating  the  fougasse.  ELeetile^  sources  should  never  be  connected 
when  working  aronnd  tbs  fougasse. 


bo  Adequate  safety  considerations  mst  be  given  to  the  harards  imposed 
by  the  explosive  charge  used  to  detonate  the  fougasse.  When  fougasses  are 
in  close  proxUdty  to  friendly  personnel,  additional  taaping  is  recomaended. 
As  a  rule,  foiigasses  should  not  be  positioned  closer  than  50  feet  from  the 
fighting  positions. 


8.  a,  FM  5-1 3»  The  Engineer  Soldier’s  Handboc^t, 

bo  PM  7-1 1 ,  Rifle  Goapany,  Infantry,  Airborne  and  MechsniBedo 
c.  PM  20-33,  Combat  Flams  Operationso 
(AVDB-GM) 
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A.  C,  HUME 
Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 
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